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PREFACE. 



Thx book now offered for the use of Sabbath Schools 
and Bible Classes, is somewhat similar to those which 
have been heretofore prepared by Messrs. Fisk and Al- 
len. It will be found, however, to differ very materially 
from them, in several respects. It is designed to exhibit 
some of the most important doctrines and moral pre- 
cepts recorded in the Gospel; disconnected, as far as 
possible, from mere human traditions, and the command- 
ments of men. Frequent references are made to the 
Scriptures, for answers to the questions ; not always with 
the intention that the answers shall be given in the pre- 
cise words of the passages referred to, but with the be- 
lief that the obvious principles involved, or expressly 
asserted, in such passages, will direct the mind of the 
schoiar to proper answers. Other questions, where no 
scriptural reference is given, are designed to exercise the 
mind of the scholar ; and it is believed that, in most 
cases, no very great difficulty . will be encountered in 
answering them. 

This work, undertaken in accordance with the wishes 
of many of my brethren, and executed witn as much 
care and attention as circumstances would permit, I 
hope will meet the approbation of those who are engaged 
m Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes. Such as it is, I 
offer it And if it shall assist the rising generation in 
obtaining a knowledge of divine truth > my labor ^VLVwA 
be in yain. ^ 

Cambridge April, 1838. 



RECOMMENDATION. 



The Standing Committee of the " Universale 8 
bath Sehool Aaaoeiation," appointed to "examine be 
and manuscripts to be published for the use of Sabt 
Schools/' have had opportunity to examine a book 
questions, prepared bj Rev. Lucius R. Paige, enti 
" Questions on Select Portions of the Gospels, deaig 
for the use of Sabbath Schools ana Bible Classes;" 
they hereby cheerfully recommend it to the Univerw 
community, believing it Will be eminently useful t 
help to a correct understanding of the principle* 
Christian doctrine. 

SvtTAirus Cobb, J 

Otis A. Skivvxr, > Cottmi 

Huntr Bacon, J 
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QUESTIONS. 



LESSON I. 
Introductory Question*. 

By whom did God speak unto his people in the 

early ages of the world ? Heb. i. 1. 
By whom hath he spoken unto us ? Heb. i. 2. 
Does the Son resemble the Father ? Heb. i. 3. 
By what name was he called, while he dwelt on 

the earth ? Matt. i. 21. 
What does this name signify ? 
From what does Jesus save men, so that he is 

justly entitled to his name ? Matt. i. 21. 
How many shall he save ? Matt. i. 21. 
Who are bis people ? Psalm ii. 8. 
Was it for the special purpose of saving all men, 

that God sent his Son into the world 1 John iii. 

17. 1 John iv. 14. 
In what terms did the angels announce the birth 

of <this Saviour ? Luke ii. 10, 11. 
What is signified by the word Christ ? 
What evidence did Jesus exhibit to the Jews, that 

he was truly a messenger from God ? John x. 

87, 88. Acts ii. 22. 
What is that Revelation called, which was made 

through the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ ? 
vWbat is the meaning of the word Gospel 7 
xWould a message of wrath, announcing the end- 
less misery of mankind, be ^qo&\wk*\ 
What did Jesus J bring to V\«Vii, tYftwugh. >&fe ^»r 
pel 1 2 Tim. i. 10. 

\* 



6 Lesson II. — John iii. 1 — 13. 

What did he declare should be the condition of 

men, when they should be made immortal ? 

Luke xx. 36. 
x Is such a message properly called gospel ? x and 

why ? 
How did Jesus illustrate the nature of the gospel. 

when preaching in the synagogue at Nazareth r 

Luke lv. 18 — 21. 
How does the apostle denominate the gospel, in 

1 Tim. i. 11? 

How does he describe it, in Eph. vi. 15 ? 
What does he call the gospel, in Acts xx. 34 ? 
In what terms does he speak of it, in Eph. i. IS t 
What effect is produced by a rational faith iq this 

gospel ? 
Has it a purifying and sanctifying effect on the 

hearts of disciples ? John xvii. 17. 1 John iii. 3. 
What Book contains a record of those truths, 

which collectively are called the gospel of our 

Lord Jesus Christ ? 
How can we attain a knowledge of those truths ? 
Is an early knowledge of those truths important 

to our virtue and happiness in the present life t 

2 Tim. iii. 14—17. 

Is the time spent in a careful study of the Scrip 
tures, profitably or unprofitably spent ? 



LESSON II. 

Conversation of Jesus with Nicodemue. 

John iii. 1 — 13. 

J, 2. Who came by night to converse with Jesus i^ 
What office did he hold ? , 
To. what sect did he belong 1 



Lessor &— JWbt ilk 1 — 1^5. 9 

Wbat was the character of that sect ? 

What renders it probable that Nicodemus was a 

member of the Sanhedrim ? John vii. 50 — 53. 
How was the Sanhedrim composed, and what 

were its duties ? 
What probably induced this ruler of the Jews to 

visit Jesus under cover of the darkness ? 
How did he address Jesus ? 
What is the meaning of Rabbi t 
What convinced Nicodemus that Jesus was a 

teacher sent from God ? ■ 
Did the apostles urge the same fact in proof that 

Jesus was a divine teacher ? Acts ii. 22. 
Did Jesus himself appeal to his miraculous power, 

in proof that he was the Messiah ? John x. 57, 

38. 
What are miracles ? 
Can you mention any of the miracles which were 

performed by our Lord, during his ministry ? 

5. How did Jesus address Nicodemus ? 
What is the meaning of verily ? 

What is meant by being born again ? Eph. iv. 22, 

24. 
"What state of mind does the apostle represent as 

peculiar to the new man, or him who has been 

regenerated ? 1 John iv. 7. v. 1. 
What is here meant by the kingdotn of God ? 
What is meant by seeing the kingdom of God ? 

6. How did Jesus further explain this subject, 
when Nicodemus failed at first to apprehend his 
meaning ? 

What did Jesus mean by being born of water ? 

What did he mean by the Spirit ? 

What did he mean by being born of the Spirit ? 

Titus iii. 5, 6. 
6, 7. What did Jesus say, to iHuatrate vVva takksssw- 

ty of being born again ? 
How does the apostle distinguish X^vwwcv^fcvfc^' 8 *" 



8 Lesson II. — John iii. 1 — 13. 

nal or fleshly mmd, and the spiritual mind ? 
Rom. viii. 6. 

8. To what did Jesus compare that spiritual in- 
fluence whereby men are regenerated ? 

What is the meaning of listeth ? 

How do you know when the wind blows ? 

How may it be known whether a man is regen- 
erated ? 

What are the distinguishing characteristics of 
those who are, and of those who are not, regen- 
erated ? Rom. viii. 5. 

What are the works of the flesh ? Gal. v. 19 — 31. 

What are the works of the Spirit ? Gal. v. 33 — 
34. 

Are any of the human race entirely free from sin, 
while they live in the flesh ? J,u u.tr ..- 

Are any perfectly regenerated, in the present life hit 

Is there reason to believe the regeneration of all 
men will be made perfect in the resurrection ? 
Luke xx. 36. 

9. Did Nicodemus readily comprehend the doc- 
trine of regeneration ? 

10. What question did Jesus propose to him ? 
Why ought a ruler in Israel to be able to under- 
stand such language ? 

, Were the Jews familiar with similar phrases? 

Whom did they frequently style new creatures, or 
new-born children ? 

Did Nicodemus probably suppose that the Gen- 
tiles had need to be born again ? 

What then surprised him, in the doctrine as Jesus 
taught it ? 

11. Did Jesus again assert the truth of the doc- 
trine he had inculcated ? 

What is the meaning of testify 1 
JTrotn whom did Jesus derive his knowledge on, 
this subject r John xii. 49, 50. J 

-How did his manner of instruction differ fromtatf| 
or the Jewiah teachers ? Matt. \\\. aft 



Lesion TIL -John iii. 14 — 21. 9 

Did Jesus intimate that he should afterwards 
teaeh doctrines of a more surprising character ? 

it is meant by earthly things 7 
'hat is meant by heavenly things ? 
a regeneration were necessary in order to enjoy 
the kingdom of God on earth, is not a more 
perfect regeneration necessary in order to en- 
joy the kingdom of God in the future life ? 

It regeneration the work of man, or the work of 
God, performed in the human heart ? 

Do all men need regeneration ? 

Is God impartial ? 

Does he cherish a spirit of kindness towards men, 
before he regenerates them ? 

Is there any evidence that God will regenerate and 
save ail men ? 

18. Why can none, except the Son of man, de- 
scribe heavenly things, from personal knowl- 
edge ? 

Who is called the Son of man ? 

Had be, at that time, literally ascended into 
heaven t 

Was he, at that time, personally in heaven ? 

What then is the probable meaning of his lan- 
guage in this place ? 



LESSON HI. 

Conversation of Jesus with Nieodemus: continued. 

John iii. 14 — 21. 

14. In what manner did Jeaua tacXvtfe \\a ^q&\&&. 
bejiftedup t 
kBow does Moses describe tha tfreox \.o ^\&s3^ **** 
mm mliuded ? Numb. x». S — ** 




10 Lesson III. — John iii. 14 — 21* 

y To what event, then future, did Jegus r&fer^ 
he said that the Son of man must be tift^ 

15. For what purpose did he declare he wa^ 
to be lifted up ? 

What is here meant by perish ? J 

•What is here meant by eternal life 7 y 

Can such life be enjoyed by men in the prof 

state of existence r John v. 24. ■$ 

What does Jesus say, in another place, should 

cur in consequence of his being lifted up ? 

xii. 32. 

16. Why did God send his Son into the worl 
If God thus loved the world, are we to sup 

that Jesus came to appease his anger, o] 

Wmrchase his favor towards mankind ? 
ho are meant by the world ? 
What is to be understood by only-begotten Son ? 

17. What did Jesus say further, concerning the 
purpose of God in sending his Son into the; 
world ? 

If such were the purpose of God, is it probabh 
that he will finally cast off any of his children t 

But has God so much regard for sinners, as to send 
his Son for their salvation ? Rom. v. 8. 

Are not some sinners so vile, as to be excluded 
from that salvation which Jesus came to be- 
stow ? 1 Tim. i. 15. 

Does not sin become so aggravated, in some cases, 
that divine grace cannot overpower and destroy 
it ? Rom. v. 20. 

What does sin produce ? Rom. v. 21. 

How is this kind of death described by the apos- 
tle ? Eph. ii. 1,2. 

What change is effected in the moral condition of 
men, by divine grace ? Rom. v. 21. ' 

Is it the purpose of God to effect such a change in 
all his children ? 1 Tim. ii. 8, 4. 
Is there any additional evidence t\i&x ^o& wa\\fc* 



/ Lesson HI. — John iii. 14 — 21. 11 

>$on to effect this change in all ? 1 John iv. 14. 
jjlid he clothe his Son with power sufficient to ac- 
a* complish this work ? John xvii. 2. 
' 18. What are the present effects of belief and un- 
belief in the Son of God ? 
What does the apostle say on this subject ? 1 Tim. 

iv. 10. 
Will any remain for ever in unbelief? Heb. viii. 
10—12. 

19. How did Jesus describe the present condem- 
nation of unbelief ? 

What is here meant by the light 7 Eph. v. 13, 14. 
Is Jesus himself ever called the light ? John i. 

7 — 9. viii. 12. 
What is here meant by darkness 7 
What is it to love darkness rather than light 7 

20. What is said concerning evil doers ? 
Why do such persons hate the light 7 
What is the meaning of reproved 7 

What does the apostle say concerning the works 
of darkness ? Eph. v. 11. 

Who is said to walk in darkness ? 1 John ii. 11. 

Have such persons a realizing sense of their rela- 
tionship to God ? 1 John i. 6. 

Who is said to abide in the light ? 1 John ii. 10. 

Have such persons a realizing sense of their rela- 
tionship to God, and of the divine goodness ? 
1 John i. 7. 

21. What is said of him that doeth the truth 7 
What is it to do the truth 7 

What is it to be made manifest 7 

Why are virtuous men willing that the true char- 
acter of their actions should be known ? 

What are we to understand by the phrase, wrought 
in God 7 1 Cor. xv. 10. 

Did Nicodemus, after tYus cotiNe\^^>\^\v^\s^wSA^- 

friendship towards Jesus \ ' io>\\\\ nyu^&^» 
What did he do, after Jesus yj^ wasafcfck * *^ 

xix.39. 
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/ % Lesson IV. — John iy. 5 — 36. 13 

ibid the gospel afford such perfect satisfaction 
j(o the benevolent desires of men, if it proclaim- 
ed the endless misery of a portion of mankind ? 
£9. After Jesus had spoken concerning her domes- 
tic relations, what did the woman say to him ? 
What is a prophet ? 

Who bestows the gift of prophecy ? 2 Pet. i. 21. 
Does this gift enable men to describe past events, 

as well as to foretel the future ? 
What induced the woman to believe that Jesus 
was a prophet ? Ver. 29. 

20. What question did «»he propose for his decision? 

21. What was Ms reply ? 

Did he mean that no worship should be offered at 

either of those places ? 
What then did he mean ? 

22. Which best understood the true character of 
God ; the Jews, or the Samaritans ? 

23. In what manner did Jesus say men should 
worship the Father ? 

Whom did he mean by the Father J 

What do you understand by worshipping in 
spirit ? 

What do you understand by worshipping in truth! 

How was God worshipped in the earliest age of 
the world ? Gen. iv. S, 4. 

How was he worshipped after the flood ? Gen. 
viii. 20, 

Were sacrifices and offerings prescribed by Moses 
sas acts of worship f 

Were not the Jews instructed, however, that obe- 
dience to the precepts of the moral law was 
more acceptable to God than sacrifices ? 1 Sam. 
xv. 22. 

Arc such sacrifices required under the gospel dis- 
pensation ? or is a sincere sniritunl ^iQra&c^ 
sufficient ? 

Are not certain acta of ChrUXiaxvNYW&x^^^s**' 

2 



14 Lesson V. — Luke iv. 16—19. 

inated sacrifices by the apostle ? Rom. xii. 1. 
Heb. xiii. 15, 16. 

24. Why does God demand a spiritual worship ? 
How many will finally render such worship i 

Psalm xx ii. 27. 
What is the apostle's testimony on this subject i 

Phil. ii. 10, 11. 
What did the Revelator see, in a vision, and whal 

is his testimony ? Rev. v. IS. 
Is it probable that any who unite in such worship, 

in the future life, will endure endless misery ? 

25. To what person did the woman profess to look 
for further information ? 

What is the meaning of Messias, or Messiah ? 

26. What did Jesus then declare ? 

Did the woman credit his declaration ? Ver. 29. 
Is the prophetic power one of the characteristic 

marks of the Messiah ? 
What other marks of his Messiahship did Jesus 

exhibit during his ministry ? 



LESSON V. 

Jesus. teaches in the Synagogue at Nazaret) 

Lukeiv. 16 — 19. 

16. To what city did Jesus come, after he_ 

been in the wilderness ? 
Had he dwelt there before ? 
Where was he born ? 
Where was he accustomed to go on the 

day ? 
What was the Synagogue ? 
h it proper for the disciples oC 3ea\\a \o\x 
example, in attending reguWYy on \\»] 
of tbe sanctuary i 



Lesson V.—Luke iv. 16—19. 15 

What books were read in the Synagogue, on the 

Sabbath ? Acts xiii. 15. xv. 21. 
What is the general name now given to the law 

and the prophets ? 
Were the law, and the other divine oracles, then 

printed in books, such as we now use ? 
On what were they written, and in what form 

were the books ? 
Of what service is it to assemble for the purpose 

of public worship ? 

17. What was presented to Jesus, to read ? 

By what name is this prophet called, in the Old 

Testament ? 
Can you account for the difference between the 

names used in the Old and the New Testaments? 
Can you mention any examples, besides that which 

occurs here ? 

18. Having opened or unrolled the book, what 
portion of the prophecy did Jesus read ? 

In what part of the prophecy is this passage to be 

found f Isa. lxi. 1, 2. 
Upon whom was the Spirit of the Lord ? 
Have we any account of its visible descent upon 

him ? Luke iii. 22. 
What was declared concerning him, at the same 

time ? 
Who anointed Jesus ? 
How does the apostle describe this anointing? 

Acts x. 38. 
For what purpose was he anointed, or filled, with 

the Holy Spirit and with power ? 
What is here meant by the poor ? Isa. lxi. 1, 
What is the meaning of gospel ? 
Is the gospel designed exclusively for the poor, or 

the meek ? Luke ii. 10. 
Why then are the meek particularly m«T&\a&a!&A 
How did Jesus describe that tttate <^ \s&eA*H&> 

which men most readWy embx^cfc ^ft ^»«^> 
and rejoice in it ? Mark x. \fc. 



16 Lesson V. — buktvr. 16 — 19. 

In what particular points must this resembl^, 

exist ? 
Is it probable then that little children are to^. 

iepraved ? 
Did Jesus refer to those who are cast down A 

sorrowful on account of worldly troubles, wne 

he mentioned the broken-hearted ? 2 Cor. vii. 1( 
To whom did he refer ? Isa. Ixvi. 2. 
What does the Psalmist say respecting the broken 

hearted ? Ps. xxxiv. 18. li. 17. 
How does Jesus heal such persons ? Luke vii 

48 — 50. 
Will all men finally express sorrow for their sine 

and be forgiven ? 
To whom was Jesus sent to preach deliverance ? 
What is here meant by captives ? Rom. vi. 16. 
How are such captives delivered ? Rom. vi. 18, 2$ 
In what does true freedom consist ? John viii. 8( 
How does the apostle describe this deliverance 

when addressing the Jews ? Acts iii. 26. 
Is the same blessing reserved for the whole hi 

man family ? Acts iii. 25. 
What is here meant by the blind ? 
Did Jesus ever restore sight to any who were nal 

urally blind ? Mark x. 51, 52. 
How did the faith of the man mentioned in thi 

passage, conduce to the removal of his blind 

ness F 
Is Jesus called light ') Luke ii. 32. Isa. xlix. 6 
Shall he finally enlighten all the spiritually blind 

and give them true light ? Isa. xlix. 6. 
What is meant by the bruised ? 
What is implied in their deliverance ? 
Is Jesus able to accomplish the work assigned him 

and to deliver men from the bondage of sin am 
death ? Matt, xxviii. 18. John xvii. 2. 
19. What was Jesus con\m\sfc\oweo. to -pxeacKI 
To what year, well understood \^ \Yifcl«**ofci 
lusion made, in this p\ace \ V^\. x*n.\»% 



Lesson VI. —John v. 24 — 29. 17 

What kind of jubilee did he intend to describe, by 
the acceptable year of the Lord ? 

Why is it proper thus to denominate the age, or 
dispensation, ushered in by the preaching of 
Jesus Christ ? 

Will all captives be set free, and will there be a gen- 
eral rejoicing, at the consummation of his reign ? 

Why was the year of jubilee a season of rejoicing 
among the Jews ? Lev. xxv. 8 — 13. 

Is the Christian Jubilee an occasion of equal, and 
even greater joy to all men i Luke ii. 10, 11. 



LESSON VI. 
Jesus describes the life-giving power of the Gospel 

John v. 24— 29. 

24. What is meant by hearing my word 7 

Who sent Jesus Christ into the world ? 

For what purpose was he sent ? John iii. 17 

What is it to believe on God ? 

What is here meant by everlasting life! 

What did Jesus say concerning condemnation, in 
his conversation with Nicoderaus ? John iii. 
18, 19. 

Was this condemnation experienced in the pres- 
ent life, or reserved for the future existence ? 

Was the everlasting life, mentioned here, enjoyed 
in this state of existence, or reserved until the 
next ? 

Are anv in a state of death, while they yet live in 
the flesh ? Luke i. 79. Eph. ii. 1. 1 John iii. 14. 

Are any quickened, or made a\lvQ,ttfem>Xtt& ^\s&» 
of death, while they cou\.\w\ifc \o \vs*> v^ ^** 
world ? Eph. ii. 1. Co\. u. \*. \ V*W\\\.\** 
2» 



X Lesson VI. — John v. 24 — 29. 

What did Jesus mean by saying that the genuine 
disciple is passed from death unto life 7 

95. To what period did Jesus refer, when he said, 
the hour is coming, and now is 7 

Is this phrase ever used in the Scriptures, to denote 

a period far distant ? 
Who are meant by the dead 7 Ver. 24. 
Who is the Son of God 7 
What is meant by hearing the voice of the Son of 

God 7 
What is meant by they that hear shall live 7 Ver. 24. 
How does the apostle Paul describe the opposite 

states of spiritual life and death ? Rom. viii. 6. 
What does the apostle John say concerning the 

enjoyment of this life in the present world ? 

1 John v. 12. 

96. From whom did Jesus receive the life-giving 
power ? 

To whom does he communicate life ? 
Through what means, or medium, does he bestow 
life ? 

97. What authority did he declare he had received 
from the Father ? 

What did Jesus say to the Pharisees, concerning 

his corning into the world for judgment ? John 

ix. 39. 
From the construction of this verse, would you 

suppose the judgment was rendered in this life, 

or the next ? 
When did Jesus say he would render judgment ? 

Matt. xvi. 27, 28. John xii. 31. 

98. 29. At what did Jesus exhort his disciples not 
to marvel 7 

Whom did he mean by all that are in the graves 7 
Ver. 24; 25. 
Are men, who yet live in the ftesh,svfcr represent* 
ed in the Scriptures as being \n tVve grcv«t, w *a 
having been brought forth frotu \Ym& %wi*vt 
■H*k. xxxvii. 12, 13. 



Lesson YL — John v. 24 — W. 19 

What is meant by hearing his voice ? Ver. 24, 25. 

What is meant by the resurrection of Kfe 7 Ver. 
24, 25. 

What is meant by f A* resurrection of damnation ? 
John iii. 18, 19. 

Does damnation mean the same as condemnation ? 

Shall all men at last be raised from a state of nat- 
ural death to a state of immortality ? 1 Cor. xv. 
23. 

In what terms did Jesus describe that resurrec- 
tion ? Luke xx. 36. 

How did the apostle Paul describe the same res- 
urrection ? 1 Cor. xv. 42 — 59. 1 Thess. iv. 13 
— 18. 

Do either of these descriptions assert or imply 
that some shall then be raised to life, and some 
to damnation ? 

Can we suppose that any, who are equal to the an- 
gels, are to endure endless misery ? 

Can we suppose that any, whom Jesus terms chil- 
dren of God, are subjects of endless damnation ? 

Can we suppose that any, who bear the image of 
the heavenly man, have come forth to the resur- 
rection of damnation ? 

When death is swallowed up in victory, will it con- 
tinue to reign over any portion of mankind ? 

Can it be supposed that any, who dwell for ever 
with the Lord, shall be excluded from happiness? 

Can you find any thing in either of these descrip- 
tions, which conveys the idea that mankind shall 
at last be divided into two classes, the one to 
enjoy life, and the other to endure damnation ? 

Is it probable, then, that in the passage we have 
been considering, Jesus speaks of the same res* 
urrection which is so differently described \w x3s\a 
other passages ? 

Had he not previously, in this discourse, s^ctesrcv 

of a resurrection, or a passing from A»*&3cl v* 
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Lesson VII.— Matt. V. 1— 12. 21 

9. Upon what class of men did Jesus, first pro- 
nounce a blessing ? <yv+ *i -t^-'v ~4/i c z Cj~ 

What is the meaning of blessed* / &*I v I^Jj ,.- 

Who are the poor in spirit 1 J&* ,^«* *■/-*■//* *- 

How can you become poor in spirit ? Matt. xi. 29. 

Are those who are poor in this world's goods, al- 
ways poor in spirit ? os^.x o i - ^ 7 

Are those who are rich in worldly goods, never 
poor in spirit ? j£ u- . 

Is it more difficult for the rich than for the poor to 
be humble ? uA? Xi 

In what manner does Jesus describe the necessity 
of humility ? Luke xviii. 17. 

In what manner does he represent the difficulty 
which those who are rich experience, in practis- 
ing this virtue ? Luke xviii. 25. 

Does he teach that this difficulty will at last be 
overcome ? Luke xviii. 26, 27. 

Is there any difference between being poor in 
spirit, and being gloomy 1^1, '-.:..< -u 

Are the proud and haughty as subject to gloomi- 
ness as the humble are ? •>/i-//i a k ■;>•<*..«- -^ e 

What does Jesus say belongs to the poor in spirit? 

What is to be understood, in this place, by the 
kingdom of heaven ? 

How do the humble enjoy this kingdom more than 
the proud? 

4. What did, Jesus say concerning them who 
mourn? ^4/^' ^j.tia.i- .• ~".' ■ " ' 

To what class di mourners did he probably refer, 
in particular ? 2 Cor. vii. 10. 

Should we understand him to include other mourn- 
ers also ? 1 Thess. iv. 13, 18. 

Shall all mourners at last be comforted, and all 
weeping and sorrow be ended ? Isa. xxv. 8. 
Rev. xxi. 4. 

ffbw are mourners comforted, in the present life. 
by the gospel ?/>, ,/ h: v / ; : ^ : 1 / ;% ,' • / - - 
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Lesson VTL—WaU. v. 1 — 12. 

tn faith in the gospel enable men to re- 
fen amidst afflictions? Rom. v. 8 — 5. 
is the apostle mention, in this place, as 
idation of his hope, and a reason for re* 
in God ? Rom. v. 6 — 11. 
Jid Jesus say concerning the meek ? 
t to be meek 1 ^jujutZcrt fa 
dd men learn meekness ? Matt. xL 29, 
s meek ? sm-c<Jt V <•***-*■ v-Vj^ *ff'£ea^r^ 
he conduct, when injured, "ana reviled, 
secuted ? 1 Pet. ii. 22, 23. At t\UoL ourfi^ 
tie meek inherit the earth ? / 

who are meek pass through life more 
and. peacefully, than those who indulge 
and quarrelsome temper ? sfhtyj cU- 
lid Jesus say concerning those jvho hun- f n 
thirst after righteousness ? Jf^ -i r.^M.t^'m 
it to hunger and thirst after righteous- 

ighteousness ? 

tere meant by being filled 1 

nanner may those who thus hunger and 

xpect to be filled ? 

it last be filled ? 

een filled, will they ever again feel any 

cy ? John iv. 14. vi. 35. 

[lid Jesus say concerning the merciful 7 

t to be merciful ? 

>mise is given to them who are merciful 

oor? Ps. xli. 1, 2. ./ 

2 be merciful to all our fellow-men ? / 

e be merciful to those who do not df 

• merit the exercise of mercy ? J 

oes Jesus command us to imitat 

I mercy ? Luke vi. 36. 

irciful to us ? 

erve or merit the exercise of b\a m< 

iful to others, who are as utiyjot 
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/ Lesson VII. — Matt. v. 1 — 12. 93 

A he merciful to all men ? 
Jbk what manner, then, should we exercise mercy, 
/ in order to imitate him ? 
What present consequences do the merciful and 

the unmerciful man experience ? Prov. xi. 17. 
God will punish sinners ; is he, then, merciful to 

them ? Lament, iii. 32, S3. 
When we cause transgressors to suffer, what 

should be our design ? 
Is such the design of God ? Heb. xii. 9 — 11. 

8. What did Jesus say concerning the pure in 
heart 7 

What is it to be pure in heart 7 

Are mankind generally pure in heart ? 

Are they born with corrupt hearts ? Mark x. 14. 

Is it wrong to cherish corrupt and sinful thoughts 
and desires ? 

If such thoughts and desires be resisted, and ban- 
ished from the mind, will they injure us ? 

If we allow them to remain, what will be the con- 
sequence ? 

Is there any evidence that all men shall be deliv- 
ered from the corrupt and evil passions which 
now dwell in them ? Rom. viii. 21. 

Can God be seen with the natural eye ? 

Why ? John iv. 24. 
^What is it to see God 7 

Why do the pure in heart enjoy him, more than 
the corrupt ? 

When shall men fully enjoy the presence of 
God ? 1 John iii. 2. 

9. What did Jesus say concerning peace-makers 7 
What is a peace-maker 7 

Who is the great Peace-maker ? Eph. ii. 13 — 17. 
In thus making peace, whom did he reconcile, — 

God or man ? 2 Cor. v. \$ — Stfc. 
Which then had been unrecoxvc\\fc& \ 
Was God ever unfriendly \o Ya% ctaiaX&c^'* 



. 24 Lesson VII. — Matt. v. 1 — 12. 

Is it our duty to make peace among our fellow* 

men, so far as we are able i 
Is it our duty to live in peace with all men ? Rom. 

xii. 18. 
What is the exhortation of the apostle concerning 

this duty ? Eph. iv. 81, 32. 
Why are those who live in peace, and endeavour 

to promote peace among men, called the chti* 

dren of God 1 

10. What did Jesus say concerning those Who are 
persecuted for righteousness* sake ? 

W hat is it to be persecuted ? 

Are good men ever persecuted ? 

Are men often persecuted merely because they 

practise righteousness ? 
If we must be persecuted, is it better to endure it 

for doing right, or for doing wrong ? 1 Pet. iii. 

17. 
Should we, in any case, violate the divine law, for 

the sake of pleasing men, or avoiding persecu* 

tion ? Acts v. 29. 

11. How did Jesus encourage his disciples to bear 
reviling, and mocking, and persecution ? 

What is it to revile ? 

May not evil things be said truiy concerning some 

men ? 
Should we feel happy, if such things were said 

concerning us with truth ? 
Is the blessing promised to those who act impru* 

dently and foolishly, for the purpose of being 

reviled, and thus enlisting the sympathy of 

others ? 
How should the true disciples of Jesus conduct ? 

Matt. v. 48. 1 Thess. v. 22. Eph. iv. 1 — 3. 
When may we properly rejoice, if men revile us ? 
Why may we rejoice ? 1 Pet. \v. 18. 
What condemnation from out fe\\oY*-rowck ^b&\&&. 
ire strive to avoid ? 1 Bet. to. Vb. 



Lesson VIII. —Matt. v. 13 — 16. 25 

12. How did Jesus tell his disciples they ought to 

feel, while suffering reproach for his sake r 
Did the apostles afterward manifest this state of 

feeling r Acts v. 41. 
Why did Jesus say they ought to feel thus ? 
What is here meant by heaven ? 
Who had suffered such persecution before them P 
Who are meant by the prophets 7 
Were the prophets persecuted by good men, or by 

sinners ? 
Is it a mark of goodness to engage in persecuting 

others ? 
Did our Lord encourage his disciples to persecute 

opposers ? Luke ix. 54, 55. 
Does the apostle approve or condemn the practice 

of persecuting for opinions' sake f Rom. xiv. 4. 
What is the exhortation of the apostle Peter, on 

this subject ? 1 Pet. ii. 20 — 23. 
Which would afford you the most satisfactory 

evidence of being a genuine disciple of Jesus 

Christ ; to persecute others, or to be persecuted 

by others for righteousness' sake ? 



LESSON VIIL 

Character and Duty of Disciples. 

Matt. v. 13 — 16. 

13. What did Jesus call his disciples ? 

For what purposes do men use salt ? 

In what respect are the true disciples of Jesus like 
salt ? 

Mav we believe that national judgments are some- 
times averted on account of those who Yrorahta 
Qod? 
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Lesson IX. —Matt. v. 17 — 20. 27 

Jwhy then should we desire that men should wit- 
ness our good works ? 

What is it to glorify God ? 

In what respect is God glorified by the good works 
of Christians ? 

What direction did Jesus give his disciples in 
Matt. vi. 1 ? 

Against what did he mean to guard them ? 

Is that precept inconsistent with the one now un- 
der consideration ? 

By letting our light shine before men, are we to 
understand the performance of certain duties 
generally esteemed praiseworthy, or a uniform 
spirit of purity and devotion ? 

Does a blessing attend the faithful performance of 
Christian duties ? James i. 25. 

What does the apostle John say on this subject ? 
1 John iii. 20, 21. 



LESSON IX. 

Jesus came not to destroy the I aw. 

Matt. v. 17 — 20. 

17. What did Jesus say he came not k destroy ? 
What is meant by the law and the prophets ? 
What part of the Bible had then been written ? 
Which part was called the law ? 

Which part was called the prophets 7 

What is meant by destroying the law and the 

prophets ? 
If Jesus did not come to destroy them, for what 

purpose did he come ? 

18. How long did he say the \vw uA ^oa <\gtw$*p\ 

eta should continue in fotee ^ 

What is meant by jot or tittle 1 x \ \ 

Did Jesus here speak of xh* cew«voi»sA. \*^* 



Lesson IX.— Matt. v. 17 — 30. 

jbrtion of the law, then, did he decla 
i remain in perpetual force ? 
ajs himself obey that law perfectly ? 
ftiy of the human family obeyed that law 
»ctly as to become entitled to endless hap] 
? Rom. iii. SO. 
oen, in any manner, be justified, or ma 
f ? Rom. iii. 24. 

iinal salvation depend on human righteoi 
m, or on divine grace ? Eph. ii. 8, 9. 
the duty of men to obey the law of God, 
* extent of their ability ? 
at is the consequence of obedience ? Rom. 
). 

mt is the consequence of disobedience ? Roi 
i. 8, 9. 

hen do men receive the recompense of th< 
jood or evil conduct ? Prov. xi. 81. 

Who did Jesus say should be called least 
\he kingdom of heaven 7 
ho did he say should be called great in the 
torn of heaven ? 

hat is here meant by the kingdom of heam 
hat is it to be called least in the kiugdoi 
leaven ? 

hat isjt to be called great in the kingdoi 
leaven ? * 

e any of the divine commands 
mportance ? 

e any of them of less or greater 
han others ? | 

e men more guilty when they transgresf 
>f these commandments, than when thetf 
rress others ? f 

bat is meant, then, by breaking one oftM 
wimandments ? "* 

m you break the commax\&mfcT\X%, I 
ir bad example, teach other* to c<A 

! 
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Lesson IX.— Matt r. 17— W. 99 

Is your duty fully discharged when you obey the 

commandments yourself, as perfectly as you arc 

able? 
How can you teach these commandments to others ? 
Are precepts and example both necessary ? 
80. What did Jesus say concerning those who 

were no more righteous than the Scribes and 

Pharisees ? 
What is the meaning of righteousness 7 
What is the meaning of exceed 7 
Who were the Scribes 7 
Who were the Pharisees 7 
What was the general character of the Scribes 

and Pharisees 1 
Did they pretend to be very virtuous ? Luke xviii. 

9. 
Of what particular sins did our Lord accuse them, 

as recorded in the twenty-third chapter of the 

gospel according to Matthew ? 
Are all men as virtuous as they profess to be ? 
Do men sometimes profess to be very virtuous, 

when their hearts are actually corrupt and 

wicked ? 
How then can we determine whether men are 

virtuous or not ? Matt. vii. 16, 17. 
What is here meant by the kingdom of heaven 7 
Why could not men enter into this kingdom whose 

hearts were corrupt, like those of the Scribes 

and Pharisees ? 
What is that state of the moral affections, which 

will enable men to enter this kingdom, and en- 
joy its blessings ? Rom. xiv. 17. 



tb Treason X.—Matt v. 21 — 9& 



LESSON X. # 

5Hte spirit of the Law illustrated and enforQ 

Matt. v. 21—26. 

21. What had been said by them of old time 
Which of the ten commandments is here qu< 
Where is it recorded ? Exod xx. 13. 
Does this commandment forbid the killing of i 

or or animals generally ? 

Is it lawful to destroy human life under any cir- 
cumstances ? 

What kind of killing is forbidden by this com- 
mandment ? 

What is written in Gen. ix. 6 ? 

Is there any express commandment in the New 
Testament, requiring that the life of murderers 
should be destroyed r 

Does the general spirit of the gospel justify or 
condemn the practice of destroying the lives of 
criminals, by the civil authority ? 

What did the Jewish teachers say that the mur- 
derer would be in danger of ? 

Did they suppose that men would be punished foi 
entertaining murderous thoughts and designs, 
if they did not actually destroy life ? 

22. What did Jesus say on this subject ? 

Do you understand by this, that he designed to 
destroy the law, or to enforce it in regard to the 
thoughts and language, as well as in regard to 
the conduct ? 

What is meant by brother 7 

Is anger sinful, under all circumstances ? 

What is a just cause for anger ? 

Was our Lord ever angry \ "NUxVl\\\. &. 
Did be manifest a desire \o VnyM* xtoswa tww 

whose hearts were so hard * 



Lesson X. — MatL v. 21—26. $ 

Would it be right for us to injure those with whom 

we are angry ? 
What does the apostle Paul say concerning anger, 

and the continuance of it ? Eph. iv. 26. 
What does the apostle John say concerning him 

who hateth his brother ? 1 John iii. 15. 
What did Cain do, when he was angry with his 

brother ? Gen. iv. 5, 8. 
What were Joseph's brethren tempted to do, when 

they were angry with their brother? Gen. xxxvii. 

is — 20. 

Are we in danger of committing great sin, so long 
as we are angry ? 

Does anger naturally lead to murder, unless it be 
checked and overcome ? 

Of what did Jesus say a man should be in danger, 
who hated his brother without a cause ? 

What is meant here by judgment 1 

Who did he say should be in danger of the coun- 
cil! 

What is meant by the council 1 

What is the meaning of Raca ? 

Who did Jesus say should be in danger of the 

W punishment denoted by bell-fire ? 
hat is here meant by fool ? 

What is here meant by hell-fire ? 

Do the three degrees of guilt, mentioned in this 
verse, bear some proportion to each other ? 

Should the three degrees of punishment bear a 
corresponding proportion ? Rom. ii. 6. 

Is there as much difference between calling a man 
Raca, and calling him a fool, as there is between 
temporal punishment and endless punishment ? 

As the judgment and the council refer to earthly 
tribunals, and the punishments they might in- 
flict, is it reasonable to suppose the hell-fire re* 
fers to endless punishment \iv \\\fc ftaX\»^ \\fo\ 

What may be learned from *\\\» n w*^ ?<ve^w£\&% 



32 Lesson X. — Matt v. 21 —26. 

the consequences of disobeying the sixi 

mandment ? Jer. xvii. 10. 
83, 24. What direction did Jesus give t 

who were about to offer gifts on the al 
, who might recollect that a brother had c 

complaint ? 
What gifts were brought to the altar by thi 

Lev. i. 2. Deut. xvi. 17. 
What gifts should Christians offer ? John 

24. Rom. xii. 1. Heb. xiii. 15, 16. 
What is the meaning of reconciled ? 
Can a man worship God acceptably and pr 

while at enmity against his brother ? 
Can a man exercise fervent love towarc 

while he hates his brethren ? 1 John iv 
What general truth is to be learned from 

rection of Jesus, now under consideratic 
25, 26. What direction did Jesus give hi 

pies, concerning the speedy settlement 

culties and disputes ? 
What is here meant by adversary ? 
Are difficulties more easily settled in the 
' than when they have existed a lon<£ time 
Might much trouble be avoided, it men 

make earlier efforts to agree with each o 
Does God exercise a spirit of love towai 

while they are sinners r Rom. v. 8. 
When he sent his Son into the world, wa 

design to reconcile himself to men, or to 

cile men to himself ? 2 Cor. v. 19, 20. 
Will be for ever imprison his debtors, and ca 

off utterly from his favor ? Lament, iii. 2 
Is it proper to understand the language of 

in this place, as descriptive of punishmen 

God will inflict on bis debtors ? 
h there any reason to believe that Jesus ii 
his disciples should reg«LtA\\ve\T>a.^\iN^v\'s 
as their adversary 1 



£***** XL — Matt. v. 27— 3/. 33 

What general truth is to be learned from this ad- 
monition, to agree quickly with adversaries ? 



LESSON XL 

The Spirit of the Law further illustrated and 

enforced. 

Matt. v. 27 — 37. 

97, 28. What is the seventh commandment ? 

Where is it recorded ? £xod. xx. 14. 

Did Jesus teach that the spirit of this command- 
ment is violated by impure thoughts and desires? 

£9. What did Jesus say concerning the right eye 7 

Is this precept to be understood literally ? 

What is meant by the right eye ? 

What is meant by plucking it out ? 

Hew does the apostle speak concerning this duty? 
Gal. v. 24. 

Is it right to frequent such places, or associate in* 
timatelywith such persons, as would be likely 
to ensnare us in the mazes of sin ? 

Is it better to practise or to renounce those things, 
which, though they may afford a momentary 
gratification, are forbidden in the divine law ? 

Which will occasion the most pain ; self-denial, or 
the stings of conscience ? 

What is here meant by hell ? 

What is the condition of those who will not for- 
sake their besetting sins, but who persist in 
wickedness ? Isa. lvii. 20, 21. 

What general truth is taught \u \fo\% -h«.?*a ? 

SO. What is meant by the, right tamdA 

What h meant by cutting it off 1 



34 Lesson XI. — Matt. v. 27 —37. 

Is this verse similar to the previous on 

meaning ? 
3-1, 32. Did Jesus teach, that it is proper f 

bands and wives to forsake each other ? 
What precept did he give concerning faith 

in the conjugal relation ? Matt. xix. 5, ( 
What are we to judge concerning thos 

teach, that husbands and wives ought n< 

bound by legal restraints, but to have lit 

forsake each other whenever they choose 
Would the condition of society be impro 

this custom should prevail ? 
Which deserves more respect ; the law o 

or the opinion of those who would sun 

bands which hold society together ? 
Is it well to learn doctrine from those who 

mend a violation of the divine law ? 

33. What had been said by the Jews con< 
swearing ? 

What is it to forswear one's self 7 

What are oaths 7 

Which of the ten commandments relates to 

ing? 
Where is it recorded ? Exod. xx. 7. 

34. What did Jesus say in regard to swear 
Did he mean to prohibit judicial oaths ? 
What then did he intend to prohibit ? 
Can any advantage be derived from pro: 

rash oaths ? 
Do such oaths sometimes involve men in 

difficulty ? 
What is related concerning such an oath, 

was sworn by Herod ? Matt. xiv. 7 — V 
Should we indulge in the use of such aj 

refrain from them ? jj 

Why did Jesus say men ou^Vit \io\ *{-" 
heaven ? i 

Is it the same to swear by beav^Ti^al 
the supreme Being ? matt. xxm. % 



Lesson XL — Matt. v. 27 — 37. 35 

85. Why did Jesus forbid men to swear by tbe 

earth? 
Why did he forbid them to swear by Jerusalem ? 
Who is meant by the great king ? 
Why is Jerusalem called the city of the great 

king? 

36. Why did Jesus forbid men to swear by their 
heads? 

Who is the proprietor of all those things by which 
men are forbidden to swear ? Ps. xxiv. 1. 

What general lesson should we learn from all 
these prohibitions ? 

37. What command did Jesus give concerning 
oar communication, or conversation ? 

What is the meaning of this precept ? 

Does a man acquire additional credit to his asser- 
tions by the use of profane language ? 

Does profanity increase any man's respectabil- 
ity ? 

Does it promote his temporal prosperity ? 

Does it add any thing to his happiness ? 

What then are the advantages to be derived from 

W profanity ? 
hat does the apostle James say concerning the 

use of profane language ? James v. 12. 
Is profanity forbidden by the civil law, as well as 

by the divine law ? 
Are judicial oaths forbidden, or may they be taken 

for tbe more perfect administration of justice ? 

Heb. vi. 16. 
What is the form of such an oath ? 
What is the meaning of so help me God ? 
When one has taken upon himself such an oath, 

and then testifies falsely, or conceals the truth, 

does he not, in effect, renounce the aid of his 

heavenly Father ? 
Can a man hope for prosperity vnxWaX ^c«. $w»fe 

Messing ? 



36 Lesson Xll.—McUL v. 38— 42. 

Does not perjury betoken an exceedingly deprave* 

state of the heart ? 
Mow does perjury differ from ordinary lying ? 
Is it sinful to lie, without perjury ? 
What is said in the Proverbs, concerning lyiflj 

lips ? Prov. xii. 22. 
What is the meaning of abomination ? 
Is it the duty of all men to speak the truth ? 
What exhortation has an apostle given, on tfai 

subject ? Eph. iv. 25. 



LESSON XII. 

The Spirit of the Law further illustrated an 

enforced. 

Matt. v. 88 — 42. 

39. What was the Jewish law concerning retail* 

tion ? Deut. xix. 21. 
What is retaliation ? 
Is this law consistent with the spirit of the got 

Del ? 
Were any laws given to the Jews, on account < 

their peculiar situation, which were never ck 

signed to be perpetually observed ? , Mark J 

4—0. 
Is the law of retaliation one of that class ? jr 
89. What did Jesus command, on this subje< 
What is meant by not resisting evil 7 
What is the apostolic exhortation on this sul 

Rom. xii. 17 — 19. 
Is forbearance, under injuries, a mark of 

ne&B 9 or of cowardice \ 
What is the meaning of smite') 



Lesson Xll. — Matt. v. 38 — 42. 37 

What is the common practice of men, when oth- 
ers smite them ? 

What proverb is there concerning strife or con- 
tention ? Prov. xvii. 14. 

Was our Lord accustomed to resist evil, or to ex- 
ercise forbearance ? 1 Pet. ii. 23. 

Will forbearance or retaliation more effectually 
humble and overcome an oppressor ? Rom. xiL 
20, 21. 

Our Lord forbids retaliation ; does he forbid so 
much resistance as may be necessary for self- 
defence ? 

Are we then to understand his precept literally ? 
or does he merely forbid us to injure our op- 
pressors needlessly ? 

Is not every man bound to preserve his own life, 
and to protect those who are committed to his 
charge, so far as he has pbwer to do so ? 

With what spirit should he use exertions for such 

W preservation and protection ? 
tot then do you understand to be the genera] 
meaning of this precept ? 

40. What did Jesus say must be done, under other 
circumstances of oppression ? 

Is this to be understood literally ? 

How is it to be understood ? 

Does it indicate a Christian spirit to be often en- 
gaged in suits at law ? 

But if wicked men attempt to reduce us and our 
families to beggary, under the forms of law, 
may we not use legal means for protection and 
self-defence f 

41. What is the meaning of compel 7 
Wliat is the meaning of twain 1 

Is this precept to be understood literally ? 
What spirit is inculcated in It \ 
Should we be willing to make \tetaw\«\ *».wfcRfc*\ 
for the sake of peace ? I Cot. nvvu V&, 

4 



38 Lesson XUL — MatL v. 43 — 4a 



of tfal 



Should we be justified in disobeying any 

commands of God, for the sake of peace t 
42. What did Jesus say concerning the duty 

giving and lending ? 
Does this mean that we are bound to lend or gi 

to every man who asks, without regard to 

cumstances ? 
What does it mean ? 

Who gives us all the blessings we enjoy ? 
For what purpose are such, blessings bestowed ? 
With what spirit should we render assistance 

our fellow-men ? 2 Cor. ix. 7. 
What is the saying of our Lord, quoted by 

apostle, in his address to the brethren at £ 

sus } Acts xx. 35. 



LESSON XIII. 

The Spirit of the Law further illustrated and 

enforced. 

Matt. v. 43 — 49. 

j 

43. What saying had been heard by the Jews con-I 
cerning the spirit to be cherished towards al 
neighbor and an enemy ? 
Is the whole of this saying to be found in the law 

of God ? Lev. xix. 17, 18. 
Which part had the Jews added ? 
Who were considered neighbors by the Jews ? 
Whom did they regard as enemies 1 
Whom did Jesus teach them to regard as neigl 

bora ? Luke x. 29—87. 
44. What precept d\d J^ftwa ^^^wv^xxati^lov 

towards enemies \ 
What is an enemy.1 



Lewon X1IL — Matt. v. 43—48. 99 

If Christians lore their enemies, wilt they en- 
deavour to injure or to benefit them ? 

How are Christians taught to conduct towards 
those who curse them ? 

What do you understand by blessing them that 
curse you ? 

What are Christians to do to those that hate them 7 

Have they an example for so doing, in the con- 
duct of their Master ? 

What are they to do for those who abuse and pet" 
smmtc them 1 

Did Jesus pray for his oppressors and persecut- 
ors ? Luke xxiii. 34. 

What spirit is recommended in the whole of this 
verse ? 

45. What did Jesus urge as an inducement to 
cherish and manifest such a spirit ? 

How does God treat his enemies ? Luke vi. 85. 

What is it to be children of God,? Rom. viii. 14. 

If we must love our enemies, and bless, and bene- 
fit, and pray for them who hate and abuse us, in 
order to imitate God, have we any reason to 
believe that he will hate, and curse, and tor- 
ment his enemies through eternity ? 

Upon whom does God make the sun to shine ? 

Upon whom does he send rain 7 

What do you learn from the impartial bestow- 
ment of these blessings ? 

Is God truly benevolent to all his children, not- 
withstanding their sinfulness ? Psal. xlv. 9. 

What blessing has he bestowed, of far greater 
value than rain or sunshine ? John iii. 16, 17. 

Did he design to bestow this blessing as impar 
tially as the others ? 1 Timo. ii. 4. 

Do those who desice the salvation of all men, imi- 
tate God ? 

Do those who cheerfully autifivrote *&& qodtas* 
misery of some men, Vqol\\&X& wA\ 



40 Lesson XI IT. ~ Matt. v. 43 — 4&. 

ii it probable that God will, or will not, bestow 
salvation on all his children ? 

46. How did our Lord enforce the duty of loving 
all men ? 

* Who were the publicans 1 

How does Luke express this question ? Luke vi. 
32. 

How many, and what class of men, are Chris- 
tians bound to love, besides their friends ? 

Is it necessary to cherish the same feeling towards 
friends and enemies, in all respects ? 

In what respect, and how far, are we bound to 
cherish the same feeling towards friends and 
enemies ? 

47. By what further question did our Lord enforce 
the duty of impartial kindness ? 

What is meant by saluting your brethren ? 
Wily are Christians under obligation to be more 
kind and friendly than others ? 

48. With what precept did Jesus close his instruc- 
tions on this subject ? 

How is this expressed in the gospel according to 
Luke ? Luke vi. 36. 

What kind of perfection is here meant ? 

In what manner could the disciples become per- 
fect like their Father in heaven ? 

Does God love his enemies ? 

Does he bless them who curse him ? 

Does he do good to them who hate him ? 

Does he desire the benefit of them who despite* 
fully profane and blaspheme his name ? 

What may be concluded from this description of 
the divine character ? 

Is it possible for us to attain the measure of the 
divine perfection, in the present life ? 

Why should we strive for it, if we cannot attain if 

at jy 

Are any so perfect, that tne^j vit^ wA ro^& 
further improvement \ \ 

i 

i 

\ 
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Do men more closely resemble God in the same 
proportion that they exercise a more pure love 
towards all men ? 

Is it reasonable to suppose God would command 
us to cherish more benevolence than he exer- 
cises towards men ? 

Does such love induce a desire for the salvation 
of all men ? 

If such love were perfect, could we be happy 
while any of our brethren were enduring end- 
less torment ? 

Does God require more love on earth, than in 
heaven ? 

"Will the love of those who shall be saved, become 
more perfect in heaven than it was on earth ? 

Will they exercise such love towards all men ? 

Will they be perfectly happy ? 

Will any, then, be endlessly miserable ? 

Good men desire the salvation of the whole hu- 
man family ; does God also desire it ? 1 Timo. 
ii. 4. 



LESSON XIV. 

Alms-giving and Prayer. 

Matt. vi. 1—3. 

1. What did Jesus say concerning the manner of 

bestowing alms ? 
What is meant by taking heed ? 
What is meant by alms ? 
Does the same rule apply to the performance <*f 

good deeds generally ? 
Why must we avoid* ostentation va. \\wfc ^«tforc*or 
ance of good deeds ? 
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What motive frequently induces men to parfoB-^^ 

such actions publicly r ^> 

li thin a good ur a bad motive i 
Are we bound, in all coses, to conceal our virtow - 

or generosity from tile public eye ? 
Why should a Christian exhibit an example of 

good works in the sight of men ? Matt. v. li. 
When this is the ruling motive, is it wrong to 

give alms, or perform other virtuous acts, in s 

public manner I 
% When u 1ms are bestowed, vrhi 

is forbidden 1 
What is a hypocrite 1 
What is meant by founding a trumpet before 

them ? 
Why did they call public attention to their acts of 

zenerositv f 

> ibis class of 

Are good deeds, performed merely to obtain pop- 
ular applause, to be regarded as any evidence of 
moral goodness i 
U it better that good deeds should be performed, 
under the influence of such an unworthy mo- ■, 
tive, than that they should not be performed at : 
all? Phil. i. 15— 18. 
What reward did the Pharisees seek ? 
Did they obtain it i 

Does God judge of every man's character, on the 
same principles which direct human judgment? 
1 Sam. xvi. 7. 
Whom should you chiefly seek to please, when 

you bestow alms, or practise virtue ? 
Yoa may deceive men, and obtain applause when 
you do not deserve \\\ W ^os. *«»» tawtafe— 
Qod t Jer. xvii. 10. t \ 

S. How did Jesus Bay alms ott^XW>>» \*.«n-w«, 
What is the meaning of rtns v™»*" 
'- his rule invariable I t*« V"» **^"' 
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4. What inducement is offered for the bestowmerit 
of alms in this manner ? 

How will God reward those who manifest a kind 
and generous spirit by bestowing alms ? Psal. 
xli. 1, 2. Prov. xix. 17. 

What did an angel say to Cornelius concerning 
alms ? Acts. x. 4. 

Are we to understand, that God approved or dis- 
approved the conduct of Cornelius ? 

What was said by Jesus concerning those who are 
kind and merciful, in the previous chapter ? 
Matt. v. 7. 

5. What must be avoided in prayer ? 
How did the hypocrites love to pray ? 

Why did they choose to pray in such public 

places ? 
Why did they wish to have men witness their ap- 

W >a rent devotion ? 
ere they gratified in their desire ? 
Were such prayers acceptable in the sight of 

God ? Prov. xv. 8. xxi. 27. 
What is it to pray ? 
Is the mere repetition of a form of words to be 

regarded as prayer ? 
What is especially necessary, to make prayer a 
profitable and acceptable service ? John iv. 24. 

6. In what manner did Jesus say prayer ought to 
be offered ? 

What is meant by entering into a closet 7 

Why is a place of retirement recommended as 

proper for prayer ? 
Should this precept be understood to forbid public 

prayer altogether ? 
Is it right for Christians to engage in public 
prayer, when assembled Vcv \V\* Wu& *& ^^ 
Lord, or elsewhere 1 
Did Jesus ever pray in ipu\>Y\s t *«ta& ^^^\i. 
Did his disciples follow \i\a m\ffl#^ **** 
xx. 56. 



44 Lesson XIV. — Matt vi. 1 — 8. / 

r 

Did Jesus also pray in private ? Mark i. 85. ' 

By directing his disciples to enter their clo^, 
did he intend to forbid public prayer, or to t^ 
that private prayer as well as public, was g^^ 
and acceptable, and profitable ? *z>4 

To whom did be command his disciples to dKy&efr 
their prayers ? . / 

Did he desire that prayers should be offered di- 
rectly to himself ? John xvi. S3. 

Did he require that his own name should be en- 
tirely omitted from the prayers of his disciples I 
John xvi. 23. 

7. From what did Jesus command his disciples to 
refrain, in prayer ? 

What class of people were guilty of this improJ 

Wiriety ? ™ 

hat is meant by the heathen ? 
What are vain repetitions ? 
Are repetitions in prayer always improper ? 
Did Jesus himself ever use repetitions in prayer ? 

Matt. xxvi. 44. 
How were the Pharisees accustomed to pray ? 

Matt. xv. 8. 
Are those prayers acceptable in the sight of God, 

in which the heart is not engaged ? 

8. Why should vain repetitions in prayer be 
avoided ? 

If God knoweth all our wants, why should we 
address prayers to him ? 

Do prayers benefit us, chiefly, by procuring gifts 
which would not otherwise be bestowed, or by 
purifying our feelings so that we may cheerfully 
acquiesce in the dispensations of God ? 

What spirit should we always strive to cherish, 
while engaged in prayer ? Matt. xxvi. 39, 42. 

May we confidently trust that God will bestow 
such sifts as will be of most actual service to 
us ? Matt. vii. 11. 
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LESSON XV. 

The Lord's Prayer. 

Matt. vi. 9, 10. 

hat is meant by after this manner ? 

he disciples always observe this precise form 

words? Acts iv- 24 — 31. 

Id we always use the same language ? 

t then is to be understood by the precept ? 

is the prayer, which is recorded in this 
ce, called the Lord's Prayer ? 

whom did Jesus direct bis disciples to offer 
lyers ? 

did he instruct them to address God ? 
hat respect are we to regard God as our 
ther ? 

the Father of all men ? Acts xvii. 26. 
good to all ? Psal. cxlv. 9. 
$ as kind and affectionate to his children, as 
thly parents are to their offspring ? Matt. 
. 11. isa. xiix. 15. 

t does the Psalmist say concerning God's love 
yards his children ? Psalm ciii. 13. 
t is the most striking evidence of that love ? 
tin iii. 16, 17. Rom. v. 8. 
od the Father of Christians in a peculiar 
ise ? Rom. viii. 14 — 16. y 

all men finally be children of God, in the 
ne sense ? Luke xx. 36. 
re is God said to be, in this prayer ? 
t is the meaning of heaven? 
>t God everywhere present ? Psalm exxxix. 
-10. 

then is he said to be in hea\ev\ I 
t did Jesus teach h\a &\9&vv\s& \» V**$ ***" 
ning God's name 1 
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What is the meaning of hallowed 7 

What is here meant by name ? 

Is it right to blaspheme or profane tlw 

God? 
Is it right to misrepresent his character, ar 

attributes to him which are not worthy 

ence and adoration ? 
Are vengeance and cruelty adorable attri 
What are adorable attributes ? 
Do^the Scriptures ascribe such attributes 

Isa. xlv. 21. Psalm cxlv. 9, c. 5. 1 Jo 

1 Timo. ii. 4. 
Should we always imitate the sacred wr 

so represent the character of God that 

adore It, and hallow his name ? 
10. How did Jesus direct his disciples to 

cerning God's kingdom ? 
What is nere meant by kingdom 1 
What is the nature of this kingdom ? I 

17. 
Has this kingdom already been establishc 

men ? Mark ix. 1. 
In what manner does this kingdom con 

men ? Luke xvii. 20. 
Where is the seat of this kingdom ? L 

21. 
Whom has God appointed to rule in t 

dom ? Luke xxii . 29, SO. 
For what purpose was authority granted i 

in this kingdom ? John xvii. 2. 
How long shall Jesus reign in this king 

Cor. xv. 25. 
Will all cheerfully recognise his autho 

yield obedience and homage ? Phil, ii 
To whom will Jesus deliver the kingdom 

shall have fully performed the work g 

to doi 1 Cor. xv.'H. 
What will then be X\ie maxvwet «t tot 
di vine government t V Cot . x* • ^» 
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Will the divine government, the kingdom of right- 
eousness and happiness, ever end ? 

Should we endeavor to promote the interests of 
this kingdom on earth ? ^ 

Need we doubt that it shall ultimately extend uni- 
versally, and its spirit pervade all hearts ? 

What then do we pray for, when we pray, thy 
kingdom come ? 

Should all prayers be offered in a spirit of faith ? 
1 Timo. ii. 8. 

How did Jesus instruct his disciples to pray con- 
cerning the will of God ? 

What do you understand by the will of God, in 
its general sense ? 

Is not his will, in this sense, already done, both in 
earth and heaven ? Dan. iv. 35. 

Why then ai'e we to pray that it may be done ? 
Matt. xxvi. 39, 42. 

What spirit do we manifest, when we pray thus in 
sincerity ? 

What is the revealed will of God concerning the 
salvation of all men ? 1 Timo. ii. 4. 

Does this imply merely a willingness, or does it 
indicate a settled purpose ? Eph. i. 9, 10. 

Should we desire the perfect accomplishment of 
this will ? 

Have we any assurance that it shall be fully ac- 
complished ? Isa. xlv. 22 — 25, xlvi. 10, lv. 10, 
11. Heb. vi. 17, 18. 

Ought we to pray for such blessings as are accord- 
ing to the will of God, even on the earth ? 

Is there any propriety in praying for what we feel 
fully persuaded God will bestow ? and are such 

Wirayers acceptable in his sight? 1 Tim. ii. 1 — 8. 
hich is more proper ; to offer prayers which we 
believe are according to the will of G^d-^w «h&l 
prayers as we believe ate op^ofcfc&v&Vv&^^V 
What la the most proper fr*a\* o* temA^sk «s*a 



IL 
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who prays that the will of God may be 
regard to the salvation of all his childr 



LESSON XVI. 

The Lord's Prayer ; continued, 

Matt. vi. 11 — 15. 

11. What did Jesus teach his disciples 
God; day by day ? 

What is meant by daily bread ? 

Can it be expected that God will bestow 

raiment) without exertion on our part r 
Why should we pray that he will bestow 

must labor to obtain it ? 
Should we pray for an abundance, or for 

tence only, of temporal goods ? Pi 

7—9. 
What are the peculiar temptations of ric 
To what danger are those men exposedj 

immoderately greedy of riches ? 1 Ti 
What is said concerning the love of mc 

Timo. vi. 10. 
What lesson had the apostle Paul learne 

subject ? Phil. iv. 11. 
What are the peculiar temptations of po^ 
Should we regard it as a manifestation 

mercy, if we are neither very rich, nc 

destitute ? , 
If we be utterly destitute, should we i 

in God for assistance and relief? Jen 
Should we thank God daily for what he 

as well as pray for the.bestowment of 

need ? 

12. How did Jesus teach his disciples to 
the forgiveness of their debts ? 
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What is here meant by debts ? 

What is here meant by our debtor $ 7 

What is the meaning of forgive ? 

Did Jesus teach his disciples to expect deliverance 
from the punishment due to their transgressions? 

Can we expect that the just punishment of our sins 
will be remitted ? 

Are we taught) in this prayer, to pray for remis- 
sion of punishment ? 

What are we taught to pray for ? 

Is forgiveness of sin consistent with the adminis- 
tration of just punishment? Exod. xxxiv. 7. 
Psalms Ixiu 12, xcix. 8. isa. xlv. 21. 

Must punishment be administered for the purpose 
of reformation, in order to be consistent with a 
spirit of forgiveness ? 

Does a spirit of forgiveness imply a desire for 
the reformation and consequent happiness of 
offenders ? 

Should we cherish such a spirit towards them who 
trespass against us, when we pray God to forgive 
us our trespasses ? 

Can we enjoy the consciousness of divine forgive* 
ness, while We do not cherish a forgiving spirit 
towards them who have trespassed against us ? 
Ver. 15. 

If we do cherish such a spirit, can we then real- 
ize that we are forgiven ? Ver. 14. 

Is a forgiving spirit a mark of holiness ? 

If we do not possess such a spirit) does not this 
fact furnish sufficient evidence that our own sins 
are not forgiven or taken away, and that we are 
vet in the gall of bitterness and the bond of in- 
iquity ? 

How do you understand the words added at the 
end of this prayer, to illustrate this portion of 
it ? Ver. 14, 15. 

WjiJ Ood finally forgive or \&V* w^ ^a» *a* <& 

5 
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all mankind, and make them holy and hm 

Acts iii. 25, 26. v. 31. John i. 29. Rom. v. II 
IS. How did Jesus teach his disciples to praf 

cerning temptation ? k - 

What is temptation 1 

Does God tempt men to sin ? James i. IS. 
How are men tempted ? James i. 14. 
Does temptation render a man sinful, if he ^ 

and be not overcome by it ? Heb. iv. 15. 
What promise is given to those who are placed ff 

trying circumstances, and who sincerely endesi 

or to resist all temptation ? 1 Cor. x. IS* i 
If a man rashly and needlessly become exposf 

to such temptation, has he any reasonable clrf 

to the benefit of this promise ? J 

Is it our duty, as far as possible, to avoid all placf 

and associates, and employments, which f 

have reason to apprehend would lead us «" 

temptation ? 
What blessing is promised to them who success- 
fully resist temptation ? James i. 12. 
Why should we pray that we be not exposed to 

temptation ? 
When we pray thus, what conduct is required at 

our hands ? Prov. iv. 14, 15, 26, 27. 
From what did Jesus teach his disciples to beseech 

God to deliver them ? 
What is meant by evil ? 
What is it to be delivered from evil ? 
What prayer did Jesus offer oh behalf of his die* 

ciples, in regard to this subject ? John xrii. 15. 
If you voluntarily expose yourself to temptation, 

can you consistently pray that God will deliver 

you from evil ? 
How are you bound to conduct, while you pray 

for deliverance from evil ? 
When you pray, deliver us from etjil^ how man* 
should you include w\xVv 'ywiwXNQi *vfc ^B» \«t 
tion? 1 Tim. ii.1, %. 
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May we believe that God will at last deliver all 
mankind from every evil, and make them hap- 

W>y ? 1 Cor. xv. 26. 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. 
hat did Jesus teach his disciples to ascribe to 
their heavenly Father, at the close of this 

W>rayer ? 
hat kingdom is here meant ? 

What power belongs to God ? 

Is his power sufficient to accomplish all his de- 
signs ? 

Can wicked men, or any creatures, successfully 
resist him ? Dan. iv. 35. 

God has distinctly declared his will to save all men, 
and has sent his Son to accomplish the work ; 
can any thing prevent its full and entire accom- 
plishment ? 

When we offer prayers, should we feel confident 
that God is able to bestow every blessing which 
we need ? 

Why should glory be ascribed to God ? 

In what is the divine glory especially manifested ? 
John xvii. 4. 

How long will God reign in his kingdom, govern 
all things by his power, and manifest his glory 
in communicating holiness and happiness ? 

What is the meaning of amen ? 



LESSON XVII. 

Fasting. Moderation in Desires. 

Matt. vi. 16 — 23. 

J6L Against what practice &\& ifc*\^ ^\\xtfsrcv3fc. > ^ 

disciples to guard, wY^w Ites&vfc^ 
What is it to fast 1 
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Why should the disciples of Jesus fast ? 

What did our Lord say concerning the proper 

times and occasions of fasting ? Mark ii. 19, 20. 
How did the hypocrites fast ? ■ ■ . .* 
Why did they disfigure their faces? 
Had they any reward ? 
Are such fasts as they kept, acceptable to the 

Lord? Isa. lviii. 3 — 5. 
What kind of fasts are acceptable to the Lord ? 

Isa. lviii. 6 — 8. 

17. How did Jesus instruct his disciples to fast ? 
What is the meaning of this instruction ? 

Were the Jews uccustotned to anoint themselves 

with oil ? 
What kind of oil was used ? Deut. viii. 8. 

18. Why should the fault of the hypocrites be 
avoided ? 

Whv should we not desire to appear unto men to 
fast ? 

Does God judge according to the outward appear- 
ance ? 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 

Does religious fasting consist in mere abstinence 
from food ? 

What should be our frame of spirit, if we would 
fast properly and acceptably ? 

Did Jesus intend, by his directions concerning 
fasting, and praying, and giving alms, that we 
should entirely conceal our piety and virtue from 
our fellow-men ? Matt. v. 1 6. 

Against what, then, did he design that we should 
be perpetually on our guard i 

19. W hat did Jesus say to his disciples concerning 
earthly treasures ? 

What is the meaning of treasures ? 
What is meant by laying up treasures on earth $ 
Js this precept designed to fotY>v\ wfc \» \n&a a 
8ui table provision for tW. vnaawa <& w«ss2w* 
and our families ? B.ou\. x\\. WV^Ynu^* 
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Against what evil, then, is this precept intended 
to guard us ? 

Why should we not lay up treasures on earth ? 

What is a moth ? 

Do earthly treasures afford perfect satisfaction to 
their possessors ? Eccl. v. 10 — 13. 

is the earnest pursuit of such treasures attended 
with danger r 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 

Is the loss of such treasures a source of much vex- 
ation to them who are very desirous to possess 
an abundance ? 

Is it wise to devote our exertions chiefly to the ac- 
quisition of earthly treasures ? 

20. What did Jesus say concerning heavenly 
treasures ? 

What is meant by treasures in heaven ? 

Are such treasures liable to be destroyed by moths 

or rust, or to be violently removed by thieves ? 
Will such treasures abide perpetually with him 

who seeks and values them ? 
Will they be satisfactory to their possessor ? 1 

Tim. vi. 6. 
On what objects, then, should our affections be 

principally placed ? Col. iii. 2. 

21. What reason did Jesus give his disciples, to 
convince them that they should lay up treasures 
in heaven rather than on earth ? 

What is the meaning of heart, in this place ? 

22. What did Jesus say concerning the eye ? 
What is meant by this ? 

When is the body full of light 1 

What is meant by the eye being single 1 

What is meant by the body being full of light ? 

23. When is the body full of darkness, 7 

What is meant by the body being full of darkness? 
What is meant by the eye being evil 1 
How did Jesus apply this WXttsUwUvvtv 1 
What is meant by the light within ua 1 

b* 
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Which would leave us in the greater darkness ; to 
lose the light of the body, or the light of the 
mind ? 

What darkens the minds of men so as to make 
them desire earthly rather than heavenly treas- 
ures ? 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

How is this state of darkness described by the 
apostle ? Eph. iv. 17, 18. 

How shall the minds of men be enlightened ? Isa* 
lx. 1, 2. John viii. 12. Eph. v. 14. 
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Moderation in Desires. Confidence in God. 

Matt. vi. 24—34. 

24. What are men unable to do ? 
Why cannot men serve two masters ? 
What two masters are mentioned ? 
What is meant by mammon 7 
What is meant by serving; God 7 
What is meant bv serving mammon 7 

What does the apostle say about devoting the 
heart to God or to the world ? 1 John ii. 15— 
17 ? 

25. Concerning what did Jesus caution his disci- 
ples that they should take no thought ? 

What is meant by taking no thought 7 

Did Jesus promise his disciples extraordinary sup- 

W)ort and assistance ? Matt. x. 19. 
hen he first sent them out, what did he command 
them, in respect to providing for the supply of 
their wants ? Matt. x. 9, \0. 
When he was about to be deYwetsd w^\o\«i 
tied, what command did Vie £we \Wxv* 
same subject ? Luke xxu. $b>$&. 
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Are Christians to expect the same miraculous 
assistance now, which the disciples received, 
while our Saviour dwelt on the earth ? 

Are we to understand, then, by this precept, that 
we are forbidden to labor, or use exertions to 

Wjrovide sustenance for ourselves and families ? 
ould it be right for men, now, to be entirely 

heedless concern in or their temporal welfare ? 
What command is given by the apostle, in regard 

to this subject ? 2 Thess. iii. 10, 12. 
What then are we to understand by the precept of 

our Lord, so far as it is applicable to us? and 

against what does it especially caution us ? 
Under what circumstances may we properly rely 

on Providence for support ? 

26. What did Jesus say concerning the fowls of 
the air ? 

How does God feed them ? 

In what respect are men better than the fowls ? 

If God feeds the fowls, may we not expect that he 

will bless all our lawful exertions to procure 

sustenance ? 
Should we regard the blessings obtained by our 

diligence and industry, as gifts from God ? 

James i. 17. 

27. How did Jesus teach his disciples their ina- 
bility to guard effectually against all evils, or to 
change their condition ? 

What is the meaning of stature 1 

What is the meaning of cubit ? 

How is this question expressed and applied, as 

recorded by Luke, in his gospel ? Luke xii 

25; 26. 

28. What did Jesus say concerning raiment ? 
What is the meaning of raiment 7 

What did Jesus instruct tVvenvVo owv&tatX 
What is the meaning of toil 1 * 

29. How did Jesus describe \ke ^V**® 8 * * x 

lilies f 
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Wiiat is the meaning of arrayed ? 

Who was Solomon r 

Who makes the lilies so beautiful ? 

50. What did our Lord desire his disciples to lei 
from the circumstances to which he had direci 
their attention ? 

What did he mean by saying that the grass toe 

is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven ? 
Was fuel abundant in Palestine ? , 
What did Jesus mean by saying, O ye of Hi 

faith 1 
May we safely confide in God for all thing 

Rom. viii. S2. 
Is there no danger that his love will become co 

and his faithfulness fail ? Horn. viii. 35 — 39 

51. What admonition did Jesus repeat ? 

32. Who did he say sought after these things ? 
Who are called Gentiles 1 Luke xii. SO. 
Why should we not be anxiously solicitous c< 

ce ming these things ? Heb. xiii. 5. 
What reason did Jesus give, why his discip 

should not be solicitous? 
After what things ought men to be most earner 

solicitous ; earthly treasures, or heavenly i 
S3. What should men seek, first of all ? 
What is here meant by the kingdom of God ? 
What is meant by his righteousness 1 
How does the prophet describe the righteousn 

required of us ? Micah vi. 6 — 8. 
How did Jesus describe the whole sum of hun 

duty ? Matt. xxii. 36 — 40. 
If we diligently obey the law of righteousn? 

what may we expect ? 
What things are here meant ? 
Are those who obey the law of God generally 

weU provided for, as the ungodly are ? 
What proverb describes the Y*&wp\\\e«A «£ \fo 
who trust in the Lord, w\\\\e uu^ Wj* wtf 
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abundance of temporal goods ? Pro v. xv. 16, 
17. 

84. What general precept did Jesus give, as the 
result of what he had previously said ? 

What is meant by the morrow taking thought for 
the things of itself? 

What is meant by sufficient to the day is the evil 
thereof ? 

Why should we not forebode evil, or borrow 
trouble ? 

What effect is produced on us by inordinate anx- 
iety concerning the future ? 

Are we forbidden to have any anxiety concerning 
the future ? 

If a gloomy prospect be before us, what does this 
precept require ? 

If we apprehend evils, may we endeavor to avoid 
them ? 

May we pray to be delivered from such evils ? 
Ver. 13. 

With what spirit should we offer such petitions ? 
Matt. xxvi. 39, 42. 

What foundation have we for confidence, in sea- 
sons of darkness and gloom ? Rom. viii. 28. 

Need we doubt the goodness of God, when he 
causes us to suffer affliction ? Heb. xii. 6. 

What assurance is given by the apostle, which 
should induce us to trust in God, even during 
the most severe trials and sufferings ? Heb. xii. 
9 — 11. 

What state of mind, and what affection of heart, 
was this whole precept of our Lord designed to 
produce in his disciples ? 
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LESSON XIX. 

Rush judgment forbidden. 

Matt. vii. 1 — 6. 

1. What (li<l Jesus command his disciples, in re- 
gard to judging others ? 

Why should men be cautious in judging ? 

Arc we forbidden to form any judgment concern- 
ing the character of others ? 

By what rule are we directed to judge concerning 
others ? Ver. 20. John vii. 24. 

How should we understand this precept ? 

2. How did our Lord enforce this precept ? 
What is the meaning of mete ? 

Who only can judge the hearts of men ? 

May we not judge concerning others, so far as to 

regulate our intercourse with them according to 

our opinion of their character ? 

3. By what question did Jesus illustrate his pre- 
cept concerning rash and improper judgment? 

What is a mote ? 

What does the mote here represent ? 

What is represented by the beam 1 

What is the meaning of the question ? 

How are men accustomed to regard their own 

faults, when compared with the faults of others? 
How ought we to regard our own faults ? 
Being conscious of our own imperfections, how 

ought we to 1 regard the faults or others ? 

4. By what question did our Lord further illus- 
trate his meaning ? 

Who is meant here by brother ? 

Does it become sinners to insist on the correction 

of others' faults, v/hWe \tae>j vmsVa wq ^Suet to 

correct their own 1 
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5. What name did Jesus give to one of this class 
of men ? 

What did he command such a one to do ? 

What is the meaning of this command ? 

If it were invariably obeyed, what would be the 
consequence ? 

What does the apostle James say, concerning rash 
judgment ? James ii. 13. 

What does the apostle Paul say, concerning sin- 
ners, who judge each other ? Rom. ii. 1. 

Are we bound to encourage others in sinfulness, 
by being perfectly silent ? Ueb. iii. 13. James 
v. 19, 20. 

What then is the true meaning of the precept, in 
respect to judging ? 

6. What did our Lord say concerning things holy, 
and pearls 1 

Whom did he represent by dogs and swine ? 

Are we bound to refrain entirely from giving re- 
ligious instruction to the ungodly t 

Should we exercise much caution and circumspec- 
tion, in our efforts to enlighten the ignorant, and 
to reform the vicious ? 

What caution did Jesus give his disciples, when 
he sent them out to preach the gospel among 
their violent enemies r Matt. x. 16. 

What then is the meaning of the precept concern- 
ing pearls and things holy ? 



LESSON XX. 

Divine Goodness. Human Duty. 

Matt. vii. 7— 14. 

7. What assurance did Jesus give Vi\s $YBfcY^e*^»& 
their sincere efforts for impro\euv«xit ihnfls&k^o* 
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successful, and their prayers for the gifts 
grace be answered ? p 

Wnat is the promise to all who ask ? * 

What should we ask of God ? i 

Should we ask in faith r* 1 Tim. ii. 8. R 

What is the promise to all who seek ? 
What is it to seek ? 

What is the most important object to be sought , 
What promise is recorded in Matt. v. 6 ? * ! 

What is the promise to all who knock 7 __ 

What do you understand by this promise ? 

8. What assurance was given by our Lord, to et^_ 
courage his disciples to ask, seek, and knock ? 

9, 10. By what illustration did he impress on their 
minds a firm confidence in God, as the giver of 
all good ? 

Do good parents love their children ? 

Are they willing to bestow on their children such 

things as they need ? 
When children are hungry, will good parents give 

them unwholesome food ? 
Will good parents refuse to supply the wants of 

their children, when they have abundant power 

to supply them ? 
Do good parents desire the happiness of their chil- 
dren, and promote it, to the extent of their 

ability ? 
11. How did Jesus compare earthly parents with 

the Father of spirits ? 
Why did he call earthly parents evil ? 
Does his language give assurance that God loves 

his children more affectionately than earthly 

parents love theirs ? 
Does it also give assurance that God is more ready 

to bestow good gifts, than earthly parents are f 
How does Luke record our Saviour's language 

on this occasion ? Luke x\. 18. 
Would a good earthly parent T^faa* V* TOtKu* 
children from misery * 
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Would a good earthly parent refuse, to receive a 
returning wanderer, and to restore him to peace 
and happiness ? Luke xv. 20 — 34. 

Is it a mark of a holy or an unholy spirit, to be un- 
willing that disobedient children should be re- 
stored to favor ? Luke xv. 38. 

How then do you understand our Saviour's assur- 
ance, that the Father of our spirits is more af- 
fectionate, and more ready to bestow good things 
on his children, than earthly parents are ? 

Is the grace of God sufficient to meet the spiritual 
wants of all his children ? Rom. v. 30, 31. 

Has God given assurance that he designs to save 
all his children from sin, and make them holy 
and happy ? Eph. i. 9, 10. 1 Tim. ii. 4* 1 John 
iv. 14. 

May we confidently ask God to bestow such bless- 
ings, and expect that an entrance will be grant- 
ed unto all men into the heavenly kingdom ? 
Heb. iv. 16. vii. 35. x. 19 — 33. 

What was the exclamation of the apostle Paul, 
in view of God's marvellous love to his chil- 
dren, manifested in the gift of eternal life ? 3 
Cor. ix. 15. 

12. How did Jesus command his disciples to con- 
duct towards others f 

This precept has been called the golden rule ; 
why should it have that name ? 

What does this precept embrace ? 

How does it embrace them ? 

What are the law and the prophets 7 

If a man yield obedience to this rule, will he be 
just, or unjust ? merciful, or unmerciful i oblig- 
ing, or disobliging ? a good man, or a wicked 
man ? 

How do you desire to hare others treat you ? 

How then should you treat them t 

The wishes of men are Bometuu** wtt««»bTA&a 

t 
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are you bound to do for others all whic 

may wish you to do ? 
How far, then, are you bound to comply w 

wishes of others f 
You desire others to do good to you ; ai 

bound, then, by this precept, to do them 

good in your power r 
Can it be supposed that God requires us 

more perfect than himself, in benevolenc 

kindness, and acts of mercy ? Matt. v. 4 
As he requires us to do all the good we < 

others, will he suffer any of his children 

endlessly miserable, when he has abi 

power to secure the final happiness of the 

number ? 
13, 14. What figure did Jesus use, to illustn 

difficulty which many experience in o 

his precept, requiring them to do to otfe 

the good in their power ? 
What is the meaning of strait ? 
What is meant by the strait gate, and the % 

way ? 
To what life does it lead ? John v. 24. 
Is happiness the result of virtue, or heaven 

dom ? Prov. irt. 17. 
What is meant by the wide gate, and the 

way ? 
To what destruction does it lead ^ Rom. v 
What kind of death is meant by the ap 

Eph. ii. 1. 
Is there no deliverance from this death ? I 

4 — 6. 
How are men delivered from their death i 

passes and sins i Eph. ii. S, 9. 
What is the condition of men, while und 

dominion of this death ? Isa. lvii. 20, 21. 

Which is the more natural inclination of m 

d& good to all, or to revstv^ \Tvy\x\«a > 

take advantage of the weakness^ eft oft 
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Which requires the more circumspection and res- 
olution ; to do right in all cases, or to follow a 
multitude to do evil ? 

Can you understand, then, why few, comparative- 
ly, pursue the narrow way of virtue and life, 
while many travel on the broad path of vice and 
misery ? 

What, then, do you regard as the true meaning of 
our Saviour, in this passage ? 

Will obedience to the precept, requiring us to do 
to others as we would that they should do to us, 
promote our present happiness ? 



LESSON XXI. 

- * False Teachers, 
Matt vii. 15— 2a 

15. Of whom did Jesus caution his disciples to 
beware ? 

Who are meant by f cdse prophets ? 

How are they represented ? 

What is meant by sheep's clothing ? 

What is meant by ravening wolves ? 

What was the object of such teachers or proph- 
ets ? 

Are there any false teachers now ? 

Why should we beware of them ? 

By what rule should we judge concerning the doc- 
trines delivered by religious teachers ? 

16. How can we distinguish between true teach- 
ers and false teachers, if the false have a fair 
outward appearance ? 

What is meant by their /ruiUl . 

By what question did 3eaua WYwftrttA \&\* «as^ 
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What did he intend his disciples should lei 
this question ? 

17. How did Jesus further illustrate his sui 
by means of a comparison ? 

What did he intend to represent by the good 
What did he intend to represent by the ct 

tree? 
May the character of a man be determined 

conduct, as the nature of a tree is known 

fruit? 

18. What is a good tree unable to produce ? 
Are any men so good, as to be entirely free 

sin ? 
What is a corrupt tree unable to produce ? 
Are any men so corrupt, as to be entirely destitui 

of goodness ? 
How then will you explain the meaning of oi 

Saviour, in this comparison ? 
What judgment are we authorized to form coi 

cerning a man whose conduct is general! 

W^ood ? 
hat judgment are we authorized to form col 
cerning a man whose conduct is generally bi 
Can we determine the nature of our own chart 
ter by the same rule ? 

19. What did Jesus say should be done to tho| 
trees which produced no good fruit ? 

What did he mean by hewing down and castii 
into the fire ? 

To what persons did he particularly refer, at tl 
time ? Ver. 15. 

To what calamity or judgment did he probably 
refer ? Matt. xxiv. 21, 34. 

What general truth is to be learned from this pas- 
sage ? Psal. lviii. 11. Prov. xi. 31. 

20. What did our Lord repeat, concerning falM 
prophets, and workers of iniquity ? ™ 
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LESSON XXII. 

Consequences of Obedience and Disobedience. 

Matt. vii. 21 —29. 

21. What did Jesus say concerning those who 
should, and those who should not, enter the 
kingdom of heaven 7 

What is here meant by the kingdom of heaven 1 

What is meant by crying, Lord, Lord 7 

Were they to be excluded because they thus cried. 

Lord, Lord 7 
Why were they to be excluded ? 
Who were to be admitted into this kingdom ? 
What is it to do the will of God 7 

22. What did Jesus declare that many would say 
in that day ? 

To what period did he refer, by that day 7 Matt, 
xxiv. 34 — 42. 

23. What did Jesus say he would profess to such 
persons ? 

Did he intend to be understood, that he had no 
knowledge of them and their iniquities ? 

What then did he mean by the words, 1 never 
knew you 7 

What did Jesus declare he would say to such per- 
sons ? 

What is it to work iniquity 7 

Is this to be understood as a sentence of endless 
banishment ? John vi. 87 — 40. xii. 32. 

How then do you understand the passage ? Luke 
xiii. 34, 35. Rom. xi. 25 — 29. 

24. To whom did Jesus compare those who 
should hear and obey his sayings ? 

What sayings did he refer to t 

6* 
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Does a house stand more securely on a solid foun 
dation, than on a weak one ? 

25. Were the early disciples oppressed and perse- 
cuted by their religious enemies ? 

Had they a severe task, to bear up against the 
means which were used to crush them ? 

Did those of their number who were well estab- 
lished in the faith, and who delighted in good 
works, remain faithful to the end ? 

Did they escape the destruction which orer- 
whelmed their adversaries ? 

What then do you understand by the storms, and 
floods, and tempests, which beat on the house 
founded on a rock ? 

What do you understand by its remaining firm 
and upright ? 

26. To whom did Jesus compare those who should 
hear and disobey his sayings ? 

27. Did some professed disciples renounce t 
faith, and profession, and practice, of Christii 
ity, when persecution came ? 

Were such disciples well established in the fail 

Matt. xiii. 21. 
Did those who thus forsook their Master, becoi 

subject to the same evils which befel the gi 

body of Jewish unbelievers ? 
What calamity and utter destruction overwhelm! 

the nation of the Jews, not many years 

our Saviour was crucified ? 
By whom was Jerusalem destroyed, and its inhi 

itants slain, or carried away captive ? 
What then do you understand by the storms, ai 

floods, and tempests, which beat on the hoi 

founded on the sand ? 
What do you understand by the fall of that how 
What general truth may be learned from our Si 
iour's language in th\» -oWe, Qwt^Ttiv&£ 
consequences of fakYifoWsa to\& \n&n& 
neoa ? Rr»m ii. ft. 
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When shall this reward be rendered ? Prov. xi. 31. 

What will God bestow as a free gift, after the 
wages of sin shall have been endured ? Rom. 
vi. 28. 

28. What effect was produced on the hearers, by 
this discourse of Jesus ? 

What is meant by doctrine ? 

Why were the people astonished ? * 

What authority did Jesus claim ? John xii. 49, 60. 

Who were the scribes ? 

Did they profess to give new commandments, or 
only to explain those which had already been 
given ? Matt, xxiii. 2, 3. 

Did they sometimes misinterpret the ancient com- 
mandments, and teach doctrines inconsistent 
with them ? Matt. xv. 1 — 3. 

Should the teaching of any person be regarded as 
having authority, unless it be conformable to 
the ancient commandments, or confirmed by 
miracles ? 

May the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ be re- 
garded as having authority ? John iii. 2. 

May we consider the faith of God pledged to per- 
form the promises made by his Son? John at. 
28, 29. 

When the doctrines taught by our Saviour, and 
those taught by his professed disciples, disagree, 
which are we to believe ? 



LESSON XXIII. 

Jesus commissions and instructs his Apostles. 

Matt. x. 1 — 15. 

How many disciples did 3%s\\fc wtosmwms^ 
Apostles ? 
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What is the meaning of apostle ? f 

What power did our Lord give them t \ 
2, 4. What were the names of the apostiei 
How many and which of these wrote histf 

our Lord's life and ministry, which yet ri 
How many and which of them wrote epf 

the churches, which yet remain ? j 

5, 6. When Jesus sent forth these aposf 

whomMid he command them that they 

not go ? 
Who are meant by the Gentiles ? 
Who were the Samaritans ? 
To whom did Jesus command his apostles 

they should go? 
Was not his gospel designed for all men ? 
Why then were the apostles commanded to 

fine their ministry to the Jews ? Acts xiii. 

Rom. xi. 11 — 36. 
Did not Jesus afterwards extend the commi 

of his apostles ? Matt, xxviii. 19, 30. 

7. What did he command them to preach ? 
What is here meant by the kingdom of heaven 7 

8. What miracles did he commission them to per- 
form ? 

Did they profess to perform these miracles by 

their own power, or in their own name ? Acts 

iii. 12 — 16. 
What had they received freely, and what were 

they to give freely ? 
What is here meant by freely 1 ' 

0, 10. What did Jesus tell his apostles they 

should not provide for themselves ? 
What reason did he assign for this direction ? 
Of what substances was Jewish coin made ? 
What is the meaning of scrip, in this place ? 
J J. What were the apostles to do, on entering 

any town or city ? , 

What is here meant by uortfv\j 1 ± 
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Why were they not to go about from house to 
house ? 

What is meant here by salute 1 

How was this command expressed, when the sev- 
enty disciples were sent forth ? Luke x. 5. 

Was the doctrine which they were to preach, one 
which would produce peace ? 

Is the gospel elsewhere represented as designed to 
give peace, and remove fear ? Luke ii. 10, 11. 

Would a message of salvation produce peace ? 

Would a message of damnation produce peace ? 

Would it be consistent first to say, Peace be to this 
house, and then preach the endless damnation 
of the household ? 

Would it give peace to a benevolent heart, to be 
assured of personal salvation, and at the same 
time to be taught, that millions of those who 
should be loved as one's self, shall be endlessly 
miserable ? 

Would it then be consistent first to say, Peace be 
to this house, and then proclaim the endless 
damnation of millions of the human race ? 

18. If the house, or family, were worthy, what 
would come upon it ? 

If the household possessed benevolent hearts, 
would they be filled with peace by the assur- 
ance that all men shall be saved ? 

If they possessed proud hearts, how would they 
then be affected t 

What do you understand by worthy, in this verse. 

What do you understand by peace coming upon 
the worthy, and not upon the unworthy ? 

14. What were the apostles to do, when the in- 
habitants of any house, or city, would not re- 
ceive them ? 

What was implied in the s^vevhotofcak *r&ss&. *& 
shaking off the dusi oJ[ their feel*\ 

What were the seventy 'd\sc\\\ea $vc«fc\»& ^ '^^ 

under such circumstances \ V»\&» ^."W- 
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Does the promise of God stand sure, under all cir« 
cumstances ? Heb. vi. 17, 13. 

Can the unbelief of men affect the faithfulness of 
God ? Rom. iii. 8, 4. 

May we then confide in the divine promises, even 
though many refuse to believe them ? 

When we shake off the dust of our feet, in 
token that we have discharged our duty faithful- 
ly to a stubborn and gainsaying people, may we 
still repeat the promise to them, as heirs of the 
covenant of life ? Luke x. 11. Acts iii. 14, 15, 
25, 26. 

15. How did Jesus describe the punishment of 
them who should reject the gospel when pro- 
claimed to them ? 

Are those who wilfully reject the gospel more 
guilty than those who have never heard it pro- 
claimed ? John xv. 22. 

Do such wilfully disobedient people deserve a| 
more severe punishment than those who sin ' 
norantly ? Luke xii. 47, 43. 

[See Lesson xxvii. for questions relative to ; 
judgment which befel Sodom and other cittf 



LESSON XXIV. 

Jesus further instructs his JlpostUs. 
Matt. x. 16 — 27. 

16. How did Jesus describe the danger 
his apostles would be exposed, in execi 
commission he had given them ? , 

Are sheep in imminent danger, when 
wolves ? 

Who are meant by sheep ? 

Who are meant by wolves 1 t 

\ 
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How did our Lord caution his apostles to conduct, 
when in such danger ? 

What quality of the serpent were they to imitate? 

What quality of the dove were they to imitate ? 

17, 18. Of whom were the apostles to beware ? 

Were their enemies as savage as wolves ? 

What is meant by councils and synagogues ? 

Can you mention any instances in which the pre- 
dictions contained in these verses were accom-^ 
plished ? Acts v. 17, 18, 40. vii. 59. xii. 2. xiv. 
19. xvi. 28. xxv. 12. &c. 

How would their being brought before such tribu- 
nals be for a testimony against their persecutors? 

Would not testimony in favor of the gospel, ren- 
dered under such circumstances, be powerful 
evidence of its truth ? 

Men have died in defence of opinions, when those 
opinions were incorrect ; was it ever known 
that men persisted in the testimony of facts con- 
cerning which they professed to have personal 
knowledge, even to the loss of life, when they 
knew their testimony was false ? 

Can we reasonably doubt the truth of facts, which 
were thus attested at the hazard and actual loss 
of life itself? 

19. What did our Lord instruct his apostles to do, 
when delivered up for trial ? * 

Why were they not to be anxious ? 

50. By whom did he assure them they should be 
assisted ? 

Were their persecutors ever astonished at the 
freedom and power with which they spake in 
self-defence ? Acts ii. 7, 12. iv. 13. 

51. What unnatural cruelties did he assure them 
they would be called to endure ? 

Are such persecutions consistent with a Christian 

spirit ? 
22. On what account d\d he te\\ xYvem ^sv^j 3w3>&& 

be hated of all men ? 
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What is meant by my name's sake 1 

How does the apostle Paul describe the accom« 
plishment of this prediction ? 1 Cor. iv. 9 — 13< 

What is said of him that endureth to the end 1 

What did Jesus mean by the end 7 Matt, xxiv* 
9 — 14. 

Did those disciples who renounced their faith, be- 
come involved in the calamities which befel the 
Jewish nation ? 

Did those escape, who remained faithful, and 
obeyed the admonitions of their Lord ? Matt, 
xxiv. 15 — 18. 

From what, then, were those to be saved who en- 
dured to the end ? 

23. What did Jesus command his apostles to do, 
when pentecuted ? 

Can you mention any instances in which this com- 
mand was obeyed ? Acts ix. 24, 25. xvii. 10: 

What did Jesus say should happen, about 
time they had gone over all the cities of Israe] 

What is meant by the cities of Israel? 

To what event does the coming of the Son of 
here refer ? Matt. xxiv. 14 — 34. 

When was Jerusalem destroyed by the Roman: 

Were many predictions concerning the punii 
ment of unbelievers and transgressors acc< 
• plished in that event ? 

Was that such a signal display of the divine p< 
er, and such a season of extreme misery, 
might be called, by way of emphasis, a da 
judgment ? Matt. xxiv. 21. 

24, 25. Why did Jesus inform his apostles 
must expect to be treated as their Master 
been treated ? 

Who was their Master 1 
What is signified by the master of the hous 
What is signified by them of his household 
On what occasion had the Jews accused o 
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of being connected with Beelzebub ? Matt. ix. 

34. xii. 24. 
86, 27. What encouragement did Jesus give his 

apostles to labor faithfully in their ministry f 
How were the tops of houses constructed in Ju- 

dea ? 
Were they ever used as places of retirement for 

rest, or conversation, or prayer ? 1 Sam. ix. 25, 

26. Matt. xxtv. 17. ^cts x. 9. 
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Jesus further instructs his Apostles. 

Matt. x. 28 — 33. 

88. Of whom did Jesus tell his apostles not to be 
afraid ? 

Was this designed to encourage them to be faith- 
ful in their ministrv ? 

Did they obey their Master, by preaching his gos- 
pel, in spite of the opposition and persecution 
they encountered from ungodly men ? Acts v. 
27 — 29. 

Did they continue faithful, even to the hazard and 
sacrifice of their lives ? 

Is their example worthy of imitation in the pres- 
ent day t 

Are there any public teachers now, who appear to 
conceal the truth through fear of men ? 

What does the wise man say concerning the fear 
of man £ Prov. xxix. 25. 

To whom did Jesus refer as having power to kiU 
the body ? 

What is meant by killing the 6odu 1 

What is meant by killing tke soil 1 
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Suppose it be asserted that God is able to destrt 

both soul and body, is it therefore certain to 

he will do it ? Matt. iii. 9. xxvi. 53, 54. j 
If both soul and body were literally destroy! 

what would be the consequence ? 
Is the language of our Lord, on this subject, to 

understood literally ? 
If the language be figurative, and annihilatioi 

not taught, what is the meaning of this 

sage ? 
Did Jesus design to shake the confidence wl 

his apostles exercised in their heavenly Fathflf 
29. What did he say to confirm their confide] 
If God take care for sparrows, will he negl< 

forsake his intelligent offspring ? 

80. What did Jesus further say, to the same 
pose ? 

If God so carefuily watch over the body, willTJ 

neglect or forsake the spirit ? 
What lesson should be learned from the can 

which God exercises over the fowls of the air 

and over the bodies of men ? 

81. What command and assurance did Jesus give 
his apostles, founded on what he had before 
said concerning the watchful providence of 
God? 

In what respect are men better than sparrows 7 

What was our Lord's design in this whole ad* 
dress ; to excite the fears of his apostles, or tc 
confirm their confidence ? to induce them to be 
afraid of their heavenly Father, or to encour- 
age their hearts to trust in him for protection 
against their enemies and persecutors ? 

Is it credible, that in an exhortation designed tc 
inspire confidence, he should intimate their dan* 
ger of suffering endless misery ? 

What support, tnen, doea \\vfc ta&rinfe ttf vwllea 
misery derive from this ^«a»t$fc <& ^wv\taa*\ 
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3ft, 88. What did Jesus say concerning the conse- 
quences of confessing or denying him before 
men ? 

What is it to confess Jesus before men ? 

What reward was promised ? 

What is it to deny Jesus before men ? 

Did any of his disciples thus deny him, and if so, 
how many ? Matt. xxvi. 56- Mark xiv. 71, 72. 

Did our Lord intend that all should be endlessly 
miserable, who should deny hirn before men ? 

What then did he mean ? 

Did Peter suffer punishment for his rash denial of 
his Master ? 

Was he afterwards received into favor ? 

May other transgressors hope for mercy ? 



LESSON XXVI 

Jesus further instructs his Apostles. 

Matt. x. 34 — 42. 

84 — 86. How did our Lord describe the effects 

which should result from the faithful preaching 

of the gospel ? 
Does the gospel produce division and contention t 
What is the pervading spirit of the gospel ? 
If all men were under the influence of this spirit, 

would there be any strife among them ? 
Whence come wars and fighting r James iv. 1. 
How does the apostle James describe the spirit of 

the Christian religion ? James iii. 17. 
How does the prophet describe the peaceable 

reign of our Saviour ? Isa. ft. 4. n\,ik — %• 
What was the song of tVie an£fe\& YiYkWBL "&«»»* 

born / Luke ii. 14. 
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What special commandment did our Lord givil 

hia disciples ? John xiii. 84, 85. 

la the gospel then designed to promote peace, Ofl 
discord and strife ? 

Did the opposers of the gospel abuse and perse- 
cute the apostles and primitive disciples ? 

How then do you understand our Lord's decla- 
ration that lie came not (n send peace, but 
that such disagreeable effects would follow the 
preaching of his gospel f 

Are similar effects, or the operation of a similar 
spirit, ever witnessed in the present day ? 

Do the disciples of the Lord ever experience op- 
position from their nenrest relatives ? 

Is violent opposition consistent with the spirit of 
Jesus Christ i 

What are we to judge concerning those who en- 
deavour to influence men by threats, and by actu- 
al repression, rather than by persuasion t 

How should Christians conduct, when thus op- 
pressed and persecuted ? 

Have they an example worthy of imitation in the 
conduct of their Master ? 1 Pet. ii. 23. 

87. What did Jesus say concerning those who 
loved other friends more than they loved him ? 

How does Luke record the same declaration of 
our Lord ? Luke xiv. 26. 

Does this mean that men should absolutely hate 
their parents, or their relatives ? 

Does it mean that they should absolutely hate 
their own lives i 

What then does it mean > 

Can he be regarded as a genuine disciple of Christ, 
who refrains from confessing him, through fear 
that relatives or intimate friends may take rf 
fence r 

When constrained to avow a faith, or to perform 
a duty, which is disagreeable to our friends, 
what spirit should we cheiiaVx uraaxda tlMtn I 
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I§ it our duty, in all cases, to follow the dictate* of 
our own consciences, in preference to the oppo- 
site wishes of our friends r Acts v. 29. xxi. 12, IS. 

58. What further duty did Jesus require of them 
who would be his disciples ? 

What is it to take up the cross 7 

59. What did our Lord say concerning those who 
should apostatize from the faith, or deny him, 
for the sake of saving their lives ? 

What did he say concerning those who should 
hazard even their lives by a faithful adherence 
to his cause ? 

How is the same declaration expressed in Matt. 
xvi. 25, 26 ? 

To what period did Jesus refer, when he said the 
faithful should be preserved from the destruc- 
tion which awaited apostates ? Matt. xvi. 27, 28. 

Is it true, that those who went back to the beggarly 
elements of the world were involved in the 
calamity, which, not Ions after the death of 
Christ, overwhelmed the Jewish nation ? 

Is it true that all the faithful disciples, who obeyed 
the admonitions of their Master, escaped this 
general destruction ? 

How then do you understand what is said in this 
verse ? 

40. What did Jesus say concerning those who 
should receive him or his apostles F 

What is here meant by receive ? 

In what sense did those who received Jesus, re* 
ceive the Father also ? John xii. 44 — 50. xiv. 
9—11. 

In what sense did those who received the apostles, 

receive their Master also ? 
II, 42. What did Jesus say concerning those who 
should be kind and generous to his disciples, 
whom he was about to send forth into the world, 
•fon as the Father had sent him ? 

7* 
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Whom did he mean by these little ones 
What did he say on another occasion 

those who should receive, and those 

offend, or abuse, these little ones ? 

5, 6. ^ ^ 

Why did he call his disciples little one^ 

xviii. 2 — 6. ^ 

What is meant by giving a cup of cold -^^^^^ 

disciple ? ^7^ 

What is meant by doing this in the name of* 

cijfle 1 I 

Which is ordinarily more regarded among) 

the motive, or the act ? | 

Which is more regarded by our heavenly Fi 

the motive, or the act ? | 

How is this truth expressed in the word! 

Lord to Samuel ? 1 Saml. xvi. 7. * 

Ought Christians to judge by the same rule/JJ 

as possible ? John vii. 24. 
What is the duty of all Christians, in referei 

to the fact that the motive is regarded by G 

and should be regarded by men, as the true t 

of holiness or sinfulness ? Acts xxiv. 16. 
What consequences result from the approval 

disapproval of our consciences ? 1 John iii. ! 

2i. 



LESSON XXVII. 

Jesus rebukes certain Cities. 

Matt. xi. 20—24. 

SO, What cities did Jesus upbraid ? 
For what did he upbra\& vViewv \ 
Did his mighty works suffatewxV} awn*. \£\%3s 
mission F Johun\.a. x-STls^ ^*W\v 
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Were those who heard his instructions , and wit- 
nessed his miracles, more guilty for their unbelief 
and impenitence, than they would have been, if 
they had not enjoyed such privileges ? Luke 
xii. 47, 48. John xv. 22. 

tl. What did Jesus say concerning Chorazin and 
Bethsaida ? 

Did not some who dwelt at Bethsaida repent, and 
embrace the gospel of Christ ? 

What three apostles belonged to that city ? John 
i. 44. 

Should you judge that a majority of the inhabitants 
were believers, or unbelievers ? 

What mighty works had Jesus performed at Beth- 
saida ? Mark vi. 45, 54—56. viii. 22 — 26. 

What is written by the prophet Ezekiel concerning 
Tyre and Sidon ? Ezek. chap, xxviii. 

22. What comparison did Jesus make between the 
calamities which befel Tyre and Sidon, and 
those which befel Chorazin and Bethsaida, as 
the punishment of iniquity ? 

Why were those who dwelt at Chorazin and Beth- 
saida punished more severely than the others 
who are here mentioned ? 

Is it agreeable to the principles of the divine gov- 
ernment, to apportion rewards and punishments 
according to the deserts of men ? 

Did the punishment inflicted on the cities of Judea, 
and of Palestine generally, exceed in severity . 
all which had ever before been experienced ? 
Matt. xxiv. 21. 

23. What did Jesus say concerning Capernaum ? 
Had Jesus ever dwelt in Capernaum ? Matt. iv. 

12—16. 
| i Had he ever performed any mighty works in that 
{place ?* Matt. viii. 5 — 17. Mark \*Vl — *k» *^% 
1 — 12. 
Tad the inhabitants of Ca\wru*wcfc «by?3*&> ^pw* 
i liar privileges ? ,_ 
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What is here meant by being exalted unto heam 
What state would be opposite to that, to wt 

Capernaum had been exalted f 
What then did our Lord mean by saying tha 

should be brought down to hell 7 
Was this prediction accomplished ? 
Was this place utterly destroyed during the M 

which not long afterwards occurred ? 
To what city was Capernaum compared in p* 

of privileges enjoyed ? 
Having enjoyed such extraordinary advantaj 

did the dwellers at Capernaum deserve se\ 

punishment for their neglect of them ? 
34. By what comparison did Jesus describe 

severe punishment about to be inflicted on 

unhappy people ? 
When did Sodom experience the divine judgm 

on account of gross wickedness and corrupt^ 

Gen. xix. 34, 35. 
Was this a day of judgment to that city ? 
When was the day of judgment to Capemau 
What does the prophet Jeremiah say concern 

the judgment of Sodom, compared with a ju 

ment which afterwards befel Jerusalem f 

merit, iv. 6. 
Did the misery endured when Judea was i 

waste by the Romans, exceed in severity e 

that of which the prophet speaks in this pla< 

Matt. xxiv. 31. 
Do the Scriptures authorize us to believe I 

judgment for transgression is rendered on 

earth ? and that the time of its execution r 

be called a day of judgment ? Fs. lviii. 

Prov. xi. 31. John ix. 39. xii. 81. 
Is there any necessity to go beyond the pres 

state of existence, to find a full accomplishm 

of all these predictvotia fcQUfc«t\vm^ >tofc y 430 * 
ment of the ungodly 1 
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LESSON XXVIII. 

Jesus encourages and exhorts his Disciples. 

Matt. xi. 25 — 30. 

85. Having spoken of the severe calamities which 

were soon to befal those who rejected him, what 

did Jesus then say ? 
What are we to infer concerning the character of 

our Lord, from the circumstance that he offered 

prayers and thanksgiving to God, addressing him 

as his Father ? 
What is here meant by wise and prudent ? 
What language was used by the apostle Paul, 

similar in construction to this thank-offering of 

our Lord ? Rom. vi. 17. 
Did the apostle thank God absolutely that his 

brethren had been sinful ? or was his gratitude 

and rejoicing occasioned by their conversion 

from the error of their wavs ? 
Are we to understand Jesus as thanking God that 

the wise and prudent had rejected his gospel, 

and had been unmoved by all his mighty works ? 

or did he offer thanks for the belief of others ? 
What is here meant bv babes ? 
Are we to understand Jesus as thanking God that 

such persons had embraced his gospel, and had 

been convinced by his works ? 
How then do you understand this whole ascrip- 
tion of praise ? 
What spirit did Jesus manifest relative to the 

providence of God ? 
Should all his disciples cultivate the same spirit ? 
Why should we rejoice that God manages all the 

affairs of his kingdom acwmYuv^ to \Xv& <sk*ns»»s\ 

of his own will ? 
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27. What did our Lord say had been deliverer 
him ? 

What is here meant by delivered 7 
From whom had he received all things ? 
What is here meant by all things 7 Psalm ] 

John xvii. 2. 
For what purpose were all things delivered u 

him? John xvii. 2. Phil. ii. 9 — 11. 
What did Jesus say concerning them who 1 

been given to him, as recorded by John ? J< 

vi. 37 — 40. 
What did he say concerning the knowledge wb 

men possessed of the divine character r 
Can we obtain a perfect knowledge of the div 

character, except through the revelation gi 

by the Lord Jesus ? 
Has the Son revealed the Father's character 

the gospel ? 

28. What did Jesus exhort men to do, who lal 
ed, and were heavy laden ? 

What is here meant by labor, and heavy laden 

What is here meant by rest 7 

Does a belief in the gospel afford rest and pe 

to the believer ? Psalm cxix. 165. Heb. h 

1 Pet. i. 8. 
Is a consciousness of personal security suffic: 

to produce rest and peace in the believer's hei 
What is necessary, in regard to faith, to give s 

rest and peace r 
What promise, on this subject, is recorded by 

prophet Jeremiah ? Jer. xxxi. 14. 
W hat is necessary, in regard to conduct, to § 

rest and peace to a disciple of Jesus ? 
Do we find in the gospel, a guide to such cond 

and an example of it ? 
How then does Jesus give rest to them who cc 

to him ? and how doea Vie w\w% >&ktcdl ^ 
their labors and heavy hwtdwv^^ 
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89. What further exhortation did he give ? 

What reason did he offer, to induce a ready com- 
pliance with his exhortation ? 

what is here meant by yoke 7 

Is this word elsewhere used in the Scriptures, to 
indicate obedience to precepts, either good or 
evil ? Acts xv. 10. Gal. v. 1. 

Was Jesus meek and humble ? 

How does the apostle represent our Lord's char- 
acter, in this respect ? 1 Pet. ii. 21 — 23. 

Is it the duty of disciples to copy his example ? 
1 Pet. ii. 21. 

Will faith in the gospel naturally produce meek- 
ness and humility ; Eph. vi. 9. Rom. iii. 19 — 

Will a belief that all men are children of the same 
Father, arid objects of the same love, produce 
meekness and humility, or pride and haughti- 
ness ? 

Will a belief that some are more dear in the sight 
of God than others, and that they shall endless* 
ly enjoy more substantial marks of his favor, 
produce meekness and humility, or pride and 
haughtiness ? 

Which are ordinarily more sensible of their de- 
pendence on God for all which they need, and 
more thankful to him for what they possess ; the 
meek and humble, or the proud and haughty ? 

Which of these two classes of men enjoy the 
greater degree, of peace, and quietness, and 
true happiness, in the present life ? 

How then do those find rest to their souls, who 
take the yoke of Jesus, and learn of him ; or 
who embrace his gospel, obey his precepts, and 
copy his example ? 

80. How did Jesus describe his yoke and his 6t*r- 
den? 

What is the burden which out \^x& YKs^wre* «^ 



or miseraDie r 
Will conscience approve^ or conden 

who treats others as be could reasc 

them to treat him ? 
What must be our affections and co 

would have consciences void of offc 

God and towards men i 
Will the approbation of his. own cona 

a man happy > or miserable ? 
What is the testimony of the beloved 

cerning the effects produced by an i 

a condemning conscience ? 1 John 
How does the wise man describe the 

ease connected with the practice of 

practice of holiness ? Prov. iii. 17. 
How then do you understand the de 

our Lord, that his yoke is easy ant 

is light ? 
Is it our highest interest* as well as 

learn of Jesus and obey him I Jar 
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Did our Lord sometimes reason with them upon 
their own principles, without correcting all their 
erroneous opinions ? 

23 Was this case of healing so evidently miracu- 
lous, as to arrest the attention of the people ? 

What effect was produced on them f and what 
inquiry arose in their minds ? 

What is meant by Son of David 1 Matt. xxii. 42. 
Luke xx. 41. 

24. Did the Pharisees deny that a miracle had 
been performed ? 

How did thev attempt to avoid the force of the 
evidence, furnished by the miracle, that Jesus 
was the Son of David, or the Christ ? 

Was it blasphemous to attribute the work of the 
Holy Spirit to the agency of a wicked spirit ? 

Having witnessed the miracle, had they any ex- 
cuse for their unbelief ? John xv. 22 — 24. 

25> 26. What did our Lord say to them, to show 
the folly and absurdity of their accusation ? 

Admitting their ideas concerning evil spirits to be 
correct, was it reasonable that Satan should be 
divided against himself? 

27. What further qnsstion did Jesus propose, to 
the same purpose ? 

Is it probable that any of the Jews had power 
over evil spirits, or devils, as they understood 
the matter, to cast them out at pleasure ? 

Is it probable that any of them possessed skill to 
heal certain diseases, which they supposed were 
occasioned by evil spirits ? 

If Jesus healed: diseases, or infirmities, by a word, 
was the act any the less miraculous because 
others might heal similar diseases, or infirmities, 
by the use of medicines ? 

What then is the meaning of the qptesfttaa ^Bt«r 

posed in this verse i 
98. What did Jesus then say to \^^W«ft»^ 

8 
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Was miraculous power allowed to be an evidettte 
of the Messiahship ? John iii. 2. Acts ii. 3$. 

If Jesus exhibited such power, could the Jews 
reasonably deny his claim to be a teacher sent 
from God ? 

What is here meant by the kingdom of God 7 

29. By what question did Jesus teach the suprem- 
acy of God over all opposition whatever,— 
whether diseases or evil spirits ? 

80. What did he say concerning his opposers ? 

31. What is meant by blasphemy ? Ver. 32. 
What did our Lord assert concerning all manner 

of sin and blasphemy 1 
What did he assert concerning the blasphemy 

against the Holy Ghost 1 
What is meant by the Holy Ghost 7 Ver. 28. 
How did Jesus explain his meaning in the next 

verse ? 

32. What is it to speak against the Son of man 1 
What is it to speak against, or blaspheme, the Holy 

Ghost! Mark iii. 28 — 30. 
How had the Pharisees been guilty of blasphemy 

against the Holy Ghost ? Ver. 24. Mark iii. 5ft 

Luke xi. 15. 
Was the close' of the Jewish dispensation ever 

denominated the end of the age, or the end of 

the world ? Heb. ix. 26. 1 Cor. x. 11. 
When did Jesus say the end of that world should 

be consummated r Matt. xxiv. 3, 32 — 84. 
Was the Christian dispensation predicted as a new 

world, or as the creation of new heavens and * 

new earth ? Isa. lxv. 17. 
Does this prophecy evidently refer to a state of 

things which should exist on the earth ? M&. 

lxv. 17 — 25. 
When was this new dAspetisaXvm to be established 
on the ruins of the format ^ "NV^x^xtv.^^^ 
What did Jesus mean, in the <* w» \hv&s* tmifc 
eration, by this world and the wrUto wro^ 
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As the Pharisees rejected the evidence of miracles, 
ascribing them to the agency of an evil spirit, 
was there any probability that they would be 
convinced by any other evidence ? 

Was there any prospect, then, that they would 
believe on Jesus, while their own dispensation 
continued, or even after the Christian dispensa- 
tion should be established ? 

While they remained in unbelief, could they expe- 
rience forgiveness ? John iii. 18, 19. 

What do you understand by our Lord's declaration 
that such blasphemers should not be forgiven 
under the legal or the gospel dispensation ? 

What were they to expect, as the natural result 
of their unbelief and blasphemy ? John viii. 
24. 

How is their destruction represented in the Scrip- 
tures ? Matt.xxiii. SS — 36. xxiv.21. 1 Thess. 
ii. 15, 16. 

Are we to conclude that these blasphemers, being 
cut off from the earth for their ungodliness, were 
utterly and for ever cast off from the favor of 
God ? Lament, iii. 31 — 33. 

Is divine grace sufficiently abundant to overcome 
such sinfulness, and to save such sinners ? Rom. 
v. 20, 21. 

Had any of those who crucified the Lord Jesus, 

W probably witnessed his miracles ? 
ere they probably among those who then, or 
before, blasphemed the Holy Ghost ? 

What was our Lord's prayer for them ? Luke 
xxiii. 34. 

Will that petition be granted ? 

If these were, or were not, among the blasphe- 
mers, mentioned in other places, was it more 
sinful to ascribe the miracles of Jesus to an evil 
spirit, than it was to \ml V\vn\ Xo tafefttX 

Jesus prayed that his mur0^xfct&m\^v\ifc^ , ^s^ , 
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did his apostles give them any encourage] 
to hope for final forgiveness and sal vat 
Acts hi. 14, 15,25,26. 
If the murderers of the Prince of Life were 
given, may we not believe that God will 
mately forgive blasphemers also ? 



LESSON XXX. 

Parable of the Sower. 

Matt. xiii. 1 — 23. 

1. Where did Jesus go, just before he delh 
the Parable of the Sower ? 

2. Who gathered around him ? 

Where did he go, that he might avoid bein, 

commoded by the throng ? 
Where did the multitude stand ? 
S. How did he then address the people ? 
What are parables ? 
Are parables designed to teach new doctrine 

to illustrate and enforce those which are 

where taught in plainer terms ? 
Did our Lord teach plainly to his disciples, 

he here taught in parables to the multiti 

Ver. 18— -23. 
Who is represented by the Sower 7 
What is represented by the soil, of different i 

ities, upon or into which the seed fell ? 
4. What is here represented by the seed 7 J 

vui. 11. 
Where did some of the seed fall ? 
What class of hearers i\\A Jesus describe * wh% 
said, some seed fell bij the wag-aide 1 * ^* 
19. 
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What is meant by fowls devouring the seed ? 
Do those who are heedless and inattentive, derive 

any immediate benefit from the preaching of the 

gospel ? 
How does the apostle describe those who hear the 

word inattentively, but do not realize its impor- 
tance nor obey its precepts ? James i. 23, 24. 
5. Where did another portion of the seed fall ? 
Why does not seed vegetate prosperously, when 

it falls on rocky places ? 
What is meant by forthwith ? 
Why did the seed spring up so speedily ? 
What happened when the sun was up ? 
What class of hearers is here represented ? Ver. 

20,21. 
Are those always the most faithful disciples of 

Christ, who are most easily excited to raptures 

of joy ? 
Are sudden conversions always to be depended on? 
Are those who are easily moved in one direction, 

frequently turned in another direction just as 

easily ? 
What exhortation has the apostle given, on this 

subject ? Eph. iv. 14. 
What is meant by being offended on account of 

tribulation or persecution ? 
What instance is given of some who had once re- 
ceived the word with joy, but afterwards forsook 

their Master ? John vi. 60, 66. 
7. Wherejdid another portion of the seed fall ? 
What prevented growth and fruitfulness, in this 

case r 
What class of hearers is here represented ? Ver. 

22. 
What is meant by the cares of thi% vawrldl 
What is meant by the deceit julness o$ tactae.*^ "^ 

Timo. vi. 9, 10. 
What is meant by choking the laord^ 

a* 
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What is meant by being unfruitful 7 

8. Where did another portion of the seed f*V£i , 
What was the result ? r 
What is meant by a hundred-fold, sixty-fal*? am/ 

thirty-fold 7 T 

What class of hearers is here represented ? Ve| 
23. \ 

What is meant by hearing fruit 7 

Among those who are true disciples, are some^ 
more fruitful than others, in faith and goocfc 
works ? 

Can we properly regard any one as a genuine dis- 
ciple of Christ, who produces no good fruit ? , 

What kind of fruit may we reasonably expect 
from true disciples ? Gal. v. 22, 23. 

Do the good fruits, produced by disciples, ad- 
vance the glory of God among men ? MatL v. 
16. John xv. 8. 

9. In what manner did Jesus fix the attention of 
his hearers upon what he had uttered ? 

Should we regard this parable as intended for our 
instruction, as well as for the instruction of 
those to whom it was originally addressed ? 

JO. After Jesus had ended this parable, what did 
his disciples request of him ? 

11. What was his reply ? 
What is the meaning of mystery 7 

What is here meant by the mysteries of the ktng 

dom of heaven ? 
Is the gospel designed to envelope important 

truths in mystery, or to make plain what was 

before mysterious ? 

12. What reason did Jesus give for enlightening 
the minds of his disciples, rather than the minds 

of others ? 
How does Luke record thva wMMml \^«n\yu>&» 
What classes of r>ersons we \\et* t*v***««^^ t 
Can those who have attained wwa* ^wVafo^ A 
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divine truth, make additional improvement more 
easily than others ? 

18. What reason did our Lord give for addressing 
the multitude in parables ? 

What is meant by seeing and not seeing ? by hear- 
ing and not hearing ? Ver. 14. 

Were many of the Jews ift this condition ? 

14, 15. Where is the passage recorded in Isaiah, 
which is here quoted ? Isa. vi. 9, 10. 

Was this spiritual blindness according to the pur- 
pose of God ? Ron:, xi. 7, 8. 

Did God design that this blindness should be the 
occasion of endless loss and misery to the 
Jews ? Rom. xi. 11. 

W as it designed to conduce to the more speedy 
and general promulgation of the gospel among 
men ? Rom. xi. 11 — 15. 

Will those who were thus blinded for a season, 
finally become partakers of the benefits of that 
gospel which they once rejected ? Rom. xi. 
25 — 28. 

What does the apostle assure us shall be the final 
result of that blindness, or unbelief, of which 
all men are partakers in a less or greater de- 
gree ? Rorn. xi. 29 — 32. 

16. How did Jesus describe the happy condition 
of his disciples ? 

Did he here speak of natural or spiritual see- 
ing and hearing ? 

Will all finally see and hear the game things, and 
rejoice in the same gospel ? Phil. ii. 9 — 11. 
Heb. viii. 10—12. 

Is there any advantage, then, ift the enjoyment of 
such knowledge, in the present life ? 1 Time 
iv. 10. 

17. How did our Lord &eacxYe>* \k* ^w*»se? 
which his d\sc\p\e* ewy^*^ OgtoWB^ ^^ 

knowledge of divine XxuxVi \ - 
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LESSON XXXI. 

^arable of the Wheat and Tares, 

Matt. xiii. 24 — 43. 

hat did Jesus say the kingdom of heaven 
e ? 

lere meant by kingdom of heaven ? 
represented by the man who sowed the 
ed in his field ? Ver. 37. 
epresented by the world ? Ver. 38. 
Meant by the good seed ? Ver. 33. 
meant by the children of the kingdom 7 

• 

the nature of that kingdom which the 
sf Christ has established on the earth ? 
iv. 17. 

aracter should men sustain, in order to 
• the privileges of this kingdom, or to be 
hildren of the kingdom ? 
t was done while men slept ? 
lere meant by lares ? Ver. 88. 
iere meant by an enemy ? Ver. 39, 
you understand by the devil? 
'iolent spirit of opposition against tl 
manifested bv the Jews ? 
expected that the devil, (whatever mi 
signification of the word here or eh 
) will exist for ever ? Heb. ii. 14, 15. 
i expected that the works of the devil, 
happy consequences resulting from thj 
will exist for ever ? 1 John iii. 8. 
eason to tear l\\at &\\y sw^ycvn wH* 
event our heaveu\y VvwYv^Tfawov 
rding to his \v\\\ \ 3o\k\ *.^. 
i did the tares aw eax * 



/ 
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Did the unbelieving Jews commence their opposi- 
tion to the gospel, as soon as the disciples be- 
gan to embrace it ? 

27, 28. What did the servants propose to do ? 

May this be regarded as an ornament to the para- 
ble, — a step preparatory to what follows r 

29, 50. Did their Master consent that they should 
immediately commence the work of separation ? 

What reason did he give for delay ? 

Was it proper that full time should be given for 
the friends and enemies of Jesus to manifest 
their true character ? 

What did Jesus say to the Jews, in regard to 
their becoming ripe for the destruction which 
awaited them ? Matt, xxiii. 32 — 36. 

What did Jesus represent by the harvest 1 Ver. 89. 

What is here meant by the end of the world ? 
Matt. xxiv. 3, 14. v 

Is the end of the Jewish age, which closed when 
Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans, else- 
where called the end of the world ? Heb. x. 
26. 1 Cor. x. 11. 

What is here meant by the reapers ? Ver. 39. 

Is the ministry of angels elsewhere connected by 
our Saviour with the end of the Jewish age or 
world, and the destruction of Jerusalem I Matt. 
xvi. 27, 28. xxiv. 30 — 34. 

What is here meant by consuming the tares in the 
lire ? Ver. 40 — 42. 

What is meant by all things which offend ? 

What is meant by wailing and gnashing of teeth 7 

Was there a time of distress, when the enemies 
of Jesus were destroyed by the Romans, corre- 
sponding with the description given in this para- 
ble ? Matt. xxiv. 21, 22. 

What is here meant bv gathering the wheat tuta 
the barn ? Ver. 43. " 

Were the faithful disctp\ea of 3e&wa wmw\^ 
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preserved, when such an awful judgment ow&t 
whelmed his enemies ? 

In wha't manner did their Master instruct them to 
escape, when Jerusalem was about to be de- 
stroyed ? Matt. xxiv. 13 — 22. 

How does the prophet Daniel predict the distinc- 
tion which was then made between the righteous 
and the wicked ? Dan. xii. 2, 3. 

How does it appear that the prophet referred to 
circumstances connected with the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the end of the Jewish age or 
world ? Dan. xii. 1, compared with Matt. xxiv. 
13, 21, 22. 



LESSON XXXII. 

Parables of the Mustard Seed, and the Leaven. 

Matt, xiii.31— S3. 

81, 32. What parable did Jesus address to 
multitude, alter that concerning the wheat 
tares ? 

Is the mustard seed actually the smallest oi 
seeds, or merely exceedingly small compi 
with the plant produced from it ? j 

Has the visible kingdom of God among mei|| 
vanced from a very small beginning unt< 
present state ? and may we expect it shall 
tinue to progress, until all hearts become | 
ject to it ? 

Is the progress of righteousness in the h| 
heart ordinarily slow and gradual, from 
beginning unto its full measure ? 
Are both these c\rcumala.tvcea \>\\jfc\x^WJ 
parable f 
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58. By what other parable did our Lord illustrate 
the effect of the gospel on mankind ? 

What is leaven ? 

Is it usual for leaven to ferment each particle of 
meal thoroughly, as far as its operation extends? 

Is it usual for the process of fermentation, when 
once commenced, to stop before it has effectu- 
ally pervaded the whole mass ? 

May we expect that the grace of God, revealed in 
the gospel, will entirely purify the human heart, 
in due time ? 1 John i. 9. 

May we expect that this cleansing and purifying 

£rocess will extend to the whole family of man r 
.uke xx. 86. 1 Cor. xv. 22, 47—49. 

Was this the purpose of God, when he sent his 
Son into the world ? Isa. xlix. 6. John iii. 17. 
1 John iv. 14. 

Does God accomplish all his designs, according to 
the counsel of his own will ? Isa. xlvi. 10. Eph. 
i. 11. 

What does the apostle Paul declare to be the de- 
sign of God, in regard to the salvation of men ? 
Eph. i. 9, 10. Phil. ii. 9 — 11. 

What passages are found in the Revelation, de- 
scriptive of the final result of the plan of re- 
demption ? Rev. v. IS. xxi. 8, 4. 



LESSON XXXIII. 

Jesus Christ is the Bread of Life. 

John vi. 26 — 40. 

IS. <Wfcen «. multitude gathered around Je«u& «& 

Capernaum, what did \\e aw) \» xfowcaA 
Jb 'firtiat miracles did he Tetoc * ^ «t ^ — ^ 
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If they followed him for the sake of the loa*> 
merely, was their motive commendable ? 

What effect should his miracles have produced on 
them ? 

27. What instruction did Jesus then give them ? 
What circumstances probably induced him to ' 

adopt this figure of speech \ ! 

What did he mean by the meat which perisheth 1 

What did he mean by the meat which endurefh to 
everlasting life ? 

What is a seal 1 ' 

Were seals anciently used to authenticate commis- 
sions granted to agents ? 

What did our Lord mean by saying that God the 
Father had staled him ? 

What public testimony had God given, that Jesus 
was his chosen messenger ? Luke iii. 21, 22. 

What other evidence had God given of the same 
fact ? John iii. 2. x. 87, 88. Acts x. 86 — 88. 

28. Do the people seem to have understood our 
Lord's meaning ? 

What did they inquire of him ? 
What is it, generally, to work the works of God 7 
Whom did he mean by him whom God hath sent % 
If they had thus believed on him, would this have 

had a tendency to make them fruitful in the 

works of God generally ? 
In what manner does iaith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ lead to the practice of righteousness ? 
SO. What did the people demand of him as are* 

a uisite to belief ? 
Wnat did they mean by a sign 7 
Did the Jews generally expect the prophets would 

exhibit a sign of their prophetic office ? 
Were those whom Jesus was addressing, reason- 

able in their demand of a sign, when they hoi 

already witnessed his m\ra«N\o\*a ^ww vbl >&& 

feeding of so many tVko\xaouAaYi\m^t«^V»»m 
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51. To what case did they appeal, in justification 
of demanding a sign ? 

What account is given in the Old Testament, of 
the circumstances to which they referred ? Exod. 
xvi. 11 — 16. 

What was the appearance and taste of manna ? 
Exod. xvi. SI. 

To what passage of Scripture did they refer, on 
this subject ? JNeh. ix. 14, 15. 

Who did they suppose was proved to be a true 
prophet, by the descent of manna ? 

Do they seem to have supposed that Moses him- 
self gave the manna, and therefore to have 
urged the propriety of a similar sign, to justify 
faith in Jesus ? 

52. What did our Lord then say to them ? 

If Moses did not give that bread, or manna, who 
did bestow it ? 

What is meant by the true bread from heaven ? 

33 What is the bread of God ? 

Who is meant by he which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life to the world ? 

In what terms does the apostle John speak of the 
life given to the world by our Lord Jesus Christ? 
1 Joimiv. 9, 14. v. 11, 19. 

34. Did the multitude fully comprehend the mean- 
ing of what had been said to them ? 

What did they request of Jesus ? 

55. How did he correct their mistake concerning 
the nature of this bread of heaven, bread of 
God, or bread of life, as it is variously denom- 
inated ? 

Jesus calls himself the bread of life, probably in 
allusion to the manna which had been mention- 
ed ; is he elsewhere in the Scriptures described 
by the same emblem ? Rev. ii. 17. 

What did he say concerning t\\* gBtaX *ft wcbbemi 
to Mm, and believing on mu\\ 
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What does the apostle testify on this subject ? 1 

Timo. ii. 4. 
89. How did Jesus describe the will of God ? # 
What is meant by all which he hath given me ?- 
What is meant by I should lose nothing ? 
What is meant by raising up ? 
To what period did Jesus refer by the last day 7 
40. What further did our Lord say concerning the 

will of God ? 
What is meant by seeing the Son ? 
What is meant by believing on him 1 
How many shall finally understand the true char- 
acter of Jesus, and be'.ieve on him ? Ver. 37, 

45. 
What shall all enjoy, when they believe on the Son 

of God ? 
Do they enjoy a foretaste of such life, in this 

world, by the power of faith ? Ver. 47. John 

v. 24. 
What promise is repeated, at the close of this 

verse ? 
Shall all men finally be raised from the dead ? 1 

Cor. xv. 22. 
In whose image shall they be clothed ? 1 Cor. xv. 

49. 
How does the apostle Paul describe that resur- 
rection ? 1 Cor. xv. 50 — 53. 
Shall all then believe on Jesus, and acknowledge 

their subjection to him ? Phil. ii. 10, 11. 
What shall ihenceforth be their condition ? Luke 

xx. 36. 
In what language does the apostle Paul speak of 

this glorious result ? 1 Cor. xv. 54 — 57. 
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LESSON XXXIV. 

Humility enjoined. 
Matt, xviii. 1 — 14. 

1. What question did the disciples propose to their 
Master, concerning their comparative rank and 
dignity ? 

What dispute had arisen among them, on this sub- 

W'ect ? Mark ix. 34. 
hat kingdom did they expect Jesus was about to 

establish ? 
Did they labor under the same mistake, even after 

their Master was crucified ? Luke xxiv. 21. 
Did they manifest the same wrong opinion, after 

they knew their Lord had risen F Acts i. 6. 
When were their minds probably enlightened, on ' 

this subject ? John xv. 26. xvi. 13. Acts ii. 

1—4. 

2. Whom did Jesus call to him ? 

S. How did he then address his disciples ? 

What is it to be converted ? 

Were the disciples, at that time, very wicked ? 

Why did they need conversion ? 

In what particular point did they most need con- 
version ? 

If men must become like little children, in order 
to be qualified for the kingdom of heaven, is it 
to be supposed that little children are totally 
depraved r 

4. Who did Jesus say was greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven ? 

What is it to be humble ? 
fs the gospel designed to nuvVe ykcvx Wxotota ? 
How does the gospel represexvX.w\^xv,vcv t*\gK&Mk 

their reiationship to God \ Kc*» xnyv. «i& % 
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How does it represent them in regard to their need 
of salvation ) Rorn. iii. 19, 20, 23. 

How does it represent the bestowment of salva- 
tion ? Rom. iii. 24. Eph. ii. 8, 9. 

Can any, with propriety, claim to be more dear 
than others in the sight of God, on account of 
their own righteousness ? Rom. iii. 9. 

How then does the gospel teach humility ? 

Which is more in accordance with the spirit of the 
gospel ; pride or humility ? Luke xviii. 9 — 14. 

Can you now tell why the most humble man is 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven ? 

Wnat is said by the prophet Isaiah concerning the 
condition of the humble ? Isa. lvii. 15. 

On whom does the humble man feel his depend- 
ence for all things ? 

Which enjoys the more quietness and peace ; the 
man who relies on himself, or the man who re- 
lies on his heavenly Father, for such blessings 
as he needs ? 

$. What did Jesus sav of those who should receive 
any of this class oi persons, in his name ? 

What is meant by one such little child ? 

What is it to receive such persons, in the name of 
Christ ? 

6. What did Jesus say of those who should offend 
one of these little ones ? 

What is here meant by offend ? 

Was the punishment here mentioned, ever inflict- 
ed on criminals ? 

Is it very criminal to ensnare the innocent, and 
tempt them to commit sin ? 

What is our duty, when others attempt to ensnare 
us ? Prov. i. 10. 

7* What did Jesus say concerning offences ? 

What is meant by ojeuces 1 

What is meant bv must needs bel 
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Must all who are guilty of offences, endure punioofr. 
ment ? Col. iii. 25. / 

Which deserves the more severe punishment ; the > 
man who personally commits sin, or the man 
who causes the innocent to become guilty of 
sin ? 

Can you give any reason why it should be so ? 

8, 9. What did Jesus command his disciples to do 
to an offending hand, or foot, or eye ? 

What is the difference between halt, and maimed f 

What is here meant by offend ? 

Should we be willing to incur the loss of friends, 
or any thing else that is dear to us, rather than 
to commit sin ? 

As Jesus had just been noticing the guilt of those 
who should offend or ensnare his disciples, is it 
probable that he had particular reference to 
them, as friends or associates, when he directed 
his disciples to cut off an offending hand or 
foot, and to pluck out an offending eye ? 

Is our duty the same in regard to any thing else 
which should tempt us to commit sin ? 

What then is the duty required in these two 
verses ? 

Is it sometimes painful to relinquish associates, 
or employments, which are dear to us, though 
they have been the cause of temptation ? 

Which is better ; to preserve consciences void of 
offence and endure the pain of self-denial, or to 
gratify our desires for such company or employ 
ments and endure the consequences of sin r 

How then do you understand what our Lord says 
about entering into life halt or maimed, and be- 
ing cast into hell having all the members per' 
fectf 

-an it be believed that those \\\vo^O\\\i\i««s^ 

in the future life, w\\\ exwnewce ax^j «fe\\s«&s& 

similar to that occasioned \>y V>a*\o**<rt «a.«^ 
or a limb ? 
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Have we any reason then to believe that our Lord 
here speaks of consequences to be experienced 
in the future life ? 

10. What caution is given in this verse ? 
What is the meaning of take heed 7 

What is meant by despising such little ones 7 
What reason did Jesus give, why they should not 

be despised ? 
To what opinion of the Jews did Jesus • probably 

allude ? 
What may we learn from this admonition ? 

11. What reason did our Lord give why none 
should be despised ? 

( Who is meant by the Son of man 7 

Who are meant by the lost 7 

What is the testimony of the apostle Paul on this 

subject ? 1 Timo. i. 15. 
Are any to be despised, whom Jesus came to save, 

and for whom he died ? 

12. What is said concerning a hundred sheep 7 
What is meant by going astray 7 

What is represented by seeking that which is gone 

astray 7 
Did Jesus come into the world to save all who 

were lost, or only a portion of them ? 
'3. How did our Lord describe the sensations of 

the shepherd who should find his sheep that had 

been lost ? 
Having such an anxiety concerning the lost sheep, 

what would be the sensations of the man, if he 

should not be able to find it ? 
Shall Jesus ever be unsuccessful in his labor, and 

experience the disappointment of failing to find 

and save that which was lost ? Isa. liii. 11. 
Have all men gone astray ? 
Will Jesus be perfectly &&X\&fe&o& ttW3 % <s«* *& ^» 

number be so lost as to fcvW oS ^N^varcvX ^ 

14. What general truth \a \\\v^\x***v\ Vj w> ^^ 
of the hundred sheep ? 
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Is it truly the will of God that all men tf 

found and saved ? 1 Timo. ii. 4. Eph. 
Is he able to accomplish all his designs ? 

10. Iv. 10, 11. Eph.i. 11. 
What conclusion concerning the salvation 

kind may be drawn from this whole disc^ ^^^r 
May we safely rely on the promises of Go* ^^2^^ 

he is abundantly able to perform all wnic*^^ 

has promised? Numb, xxiii. 19, 20. Hel 

17, 18. 
What effect is produced by such confidence in| 

promises of God ? Rom. xv. 13. Heb. vi 
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Forgiveness enjoined. I 

Matt, xviii. 15 — 35. 

15. What did our Lord command his disciples to 
do when others trespassed against them ? 

What is the peculiar meaning of brother, in this 

W)lace ? 
hat is the meaning of trespass ? 

Why is it proper first to converse with an offend- 
ing brother in private ? 

Are controversies and misunderstandings more 
easily settled between the parties alone, than 
when the feelings are excited by the presence of 
witnesses r 

In what spirit should expostulations be made i 

What is meant by gaining thy brother ? 

16. If the offending brother refuse to give satis- 
faction, what is the uexl &wY>j *. 

Should the witnesses, \\\ sucYv caafc, \wi ttis*&i& 
both parties, or of on© oar\>j itaft*\ 
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What is the duty of those who shall attend as 
witnesses, on such unpleasant occasions ? 

If by judicious advice, and kind offices, they shall 
succeed in reconciling the two parties, and re- 
storing a spirit of harmony, to what reward are 
they entitled ? Matt. v. 9. 

If they shall endeavour to injure either party, or 
both, by embittering the feelings, or increasing 
the existing difficulty, or rendering an accom- 
modation less easy, how must they be regarded ? 

17. If this effort fail of success, what is the next 
duty ? 

What is here meant by the church ? 

What was a church, in the days of the apostles ? 

What now constitutes a church ? 

What is the duty of a church, when thus called to 
decide concerning a difficulty between two of 
its members ? 

In what spirit should the investigation be conduct- 
ed ? 

If this measure fail to reclaim an offending broth- 
er, what remains to be done ? 

If all these means be used faithfully and affection- 
ately, yet unsuccessfully, is a disciple justified 
in withdrawing fellowship from an offendirfg 
brother ? 

What is meant by treating him as a heathen man 
and a publican? 

IS. How did Jesus assure his disciples that such 
efforts to reclaim offenders, and such withdraw- 
al of fellowship, would be regarded by their 
heavenly Father ? 

19, 20. What promise did Jesus give to his disci- 

W>les ? 
as this promise designed for the apostles partic- 
ularly, or for mankind g&wet^X^ 1 
Does it afford any encoura£fc\x\w\ \» ^Ktv^ss^xB^ 
the present day, to offet fon«oX *\A xwsaa^ 
prayers to their Father \^to^^ 
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) 
Under what circumstances did Jesu^ pj 

be with his disciples ? j 

In what sense is he thus present ? i 

21. What question did Peter propose to <y\ 
concerning forgiveness 7 

22. How was this question answered ? 
What is the meaning of forgive ? 

What is the meaning of seventy times sev> ^^^ 

What exhortation is given by the apostle J 
concerning forgiveness ? Eph. iv. 81, 82. 

Under what circumstances are we bound to 
give them that trespass against us ? Luke> 
8,4. j 

Are we at liberty to hate or injure thein who a 
pass against us, and who refuse to make 
reparation whatever ? Matt. v. 44. 

23. To what did Jesus compare the kingdom 
heaven ? 

What is here meant by the kingdom of heaven 
Who is represented by the king ? 
What is represented by taking an account of 
servants ? 

24. What is represented by the debt of ten th 
sand talents 7 

25. What did the king command ? 

Is there any thing in the government of God 
which this proceeding is similar? or was the • 
cumstance mentioned merely to illustrate 
utter inability of men to discharge the debt i 
from them to their God ? 

26. What did the servant then do ? 

27. What effect was produced on his lord ? 

28. When that servant departed, whom did 
find ? 

How did he address his fellow-servant ? 
Was this debt larger or wKraWet iVma the • 
which his lord had £ot$* «k \»m * 
Did he ask for it iu a frtendVj waawt X 
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29. What did his fellow-servant do ? 

What is the meaning of besought ? 

Was his request reasonable ? 

80. Did this servant imitate the example of his 
lord ? 

What does this behaviour represent ? 

Is it becoming for men to refuse forgiveness to 
their brethren, who themselves have been for- 
given a much larger debt ? 

31. Did this conduct come to the knowledge of the 
lord of those servants ? 

32. What notice did he take of it ? 

83. What appeal did he make to the conscience 
of the unforgiving servant ? 

34. How did he punish that servant for his ini- 
quity ? 

35. What application did our Saviour make of 
this parable ? 

Has God assured us that he is ready to forgive all 
our trespasses ? 

Does he require us to imitate him, and forgive 
them who trespass against us ? 

Are we in a condition to enjoy the divine forgive- 
ness, while we cherish an unforgiving temper ? 

Is it sinful to be unkind and unforgiving ? 

Can we be happy while we cherish such a temper t 

Do we suffer torment while we are under its do- 
minion ? 

Can we suppose our own trespasses are forgiven, 
while we are full of wrath and enmity ? 

What then is the true meaning of this parable? and 
why will not God allow us to enjoy a realizing 
sense of divine forgiveness, until from our hearts 
we forgive our brethren who trespass against us? 

Is the pain, or punishment, which* God causes us 
to suffer for this iniquity, designed for our hexv- 
efit, or for our injury ^ WOa. *xa\. ^ — W 

la punishing us for ouy \tv\q^aVj , &o^ ^<A \bksx- 
fest a forgiving ot aa u^ot^\n*\^«^cxx \ 
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LESSON XXXVL 

Parable of the Good Samaritan, 

Lukex. 25—- 87. 

25. Who stood up to tempt Jesus ? 
What is here meant by a lawyer 7 

By what system of laws were the Jews governed? 
Did this lawyer probably question our Lord iff 
good faith, or for the purpose of ensnaring him? 
What is here meant by templed 7 
What is here meant by eternal life 7 

26. How did Jesus reply to the lawyer's question? 
What is here meant by the law 7 

27. What precepts of the law did the lawyer 
quote ? 

28. What did our Lord then say to him ? 

How does Matthew record a similar declaration 
of our Saviour ? Matt. xxii. 37 — 40. f 

What is it to love God with all the heart, and soul, 
and mind ? 

vVhy is it our duty to love God ? I John iv. 10. 

Whv should we love him more fervently than any 
other being ? 

What is there in his character, which is peculiar- 
ly deserving of our love ? 

How has he manifested his love towards men, in 
a very striking and interesting manner ? John 
iii. 16, 17. Rom. v. 9. 1 John iv. B— 10. 

What is the most satisfactory evidence which cart 
be given of pure love to Grod f 1 John v. B. 

If a man love God with all his heart, will he diso- 
bey the divine commandments ? 

Why are the most virtuous wud holy men on earflU 
sometimes disobedient t x > 

What is it to love out tke\fc\foot% ** ^* Vsh% ^p v 

aelvem ? 
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What connexion is there between love to God and 
love to men ? 1 John iv. 20, 21. 

If a man love his neighbor as himself, will he in- 
jure him wilfully ? Rom. xiii. 10. 

How many are we commanded to regard, and to 
love, as neighbors ? 

Does such love comprehend the sum of social du- 
ties ? Rom. xiii. 3 — 10. 

How should it be manifested ? Matt vii. 12. 

2d. How did the lawyer attempt to justify himself, 
in regard to this subject ? 

What is it to justify one's self? 

Whom did the lawyer, and the Jews generally, 
regard as neighbors ? 

How did our Lord instruct him that his views 
were far too limited, and show him that he was 
equally bound to love all men ? Ver. 80 — 87. 

80. Was the scene of this parable probably laid 
between Jerusalem and Jericho for any particu- 
lar reason ? 

What is said to have occurred to the man, who 
was journeying from one of these cities to the 
other ? 

81. While the unfortunate man was lying in this 
situation, who came near him ? 

What is here meant by a priest 7 
Are unmerciful and unfeeling men frequently 
. ashamed of their conduct ? 
Do they sometimes endeavor to have it appear 

that they are ignorant of the distresses of their 

brethren ? 
What is the probable reason why the priest pass 

ed by on the other side ? 
Did he exhibit any indication of kindness ? 
8$. What other person came to the place where 

the wounded man was ? 
What is meant by a Levite 1 
Did he assist his unfortunate Yftovbst > 

10 



a 
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What proverb is there concerning those who ncg 

lect the distressed ? Prov. xxi. 13. 
53. What other person came near the wounded 

man ? 
Who were the Samaritans ? 
Were the Jews and Samaritans friendly to each 

other ? John iv. 9. 
Did the Samaritan rejoice at the calamity of the 

Jew, whom he might have regarded as an 

enemy ? 
What were his feelings towards this wounded and 

miserable man ? 

34. Was his compassion a momentary feeling of 
sympathy, or was it exhibited in deeds of mercy ? 

What did ne do, as a proof of his compassion r 
Did eastern travellers generally carry oil and wine 

with them ? 
Was a mixture of these two articles regarded as ft 

useful medicine to apply to wounds F 
Can you give any account of an eastern inn, or 

caravan sera ? 

35. How long did this kind-hearted Samaritan de- 
vote his time to the care of the wounded Jew ? 

What did he do when he departed ?. 

Were two pence more or less valuable in that age, 

than in the present ? 
Who is meant by the host ? 

36. By what question did our Lord apply this par- 
able to the subject proposed by the lawyer ? 

To what three persons did be refer ? 

37 How did the lawyer reply ? 

What application did Jesus make of the parabie ' 

What answer does this parable furnish to the 

question, who is my neighbor ? 
To whom does it teach us to be merciful, add to 
render assistance m seasons, rf <£\8Xw& \ 
Whom, then, does it teucfo \» to TO%«t&«a;'nAi(r l 
bora, and consequently to Vrc* *» ^* Vw^ ^ 
melvea ? 
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If you should see a stranger in distress, ought yqa 

to inquire whether he is a friend or an enemy, 

before you render assistance ? 
If you should see one in distress, whom you know 

to be an enemy, ought you to relieve him f 
How does the apostle direct us to treat known 

enemies ? Rom. xii. 20, 21. 
What does the same apostle direct us to do to all 

men ? Gal. vi. 10. 
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Parable of the Prodigal Son. 

Luke xv. 11—32. 

11. On what occasion was the parable of the 
prodigal son delivered ? and what spirit was it 
designed to rebuke ? Ver. 1, 2. 

Were the Pharisees accustomed to murmur be- 
cause our Lord was frieudly and kind to sin- 
ners ? 

How are their feelings in regard to sinners, ex- 
hibited in another parable ? Luke xviii. 9 — 14. 

Why were they unwilling that sinners should en- 
joy the ministry and blessings of the gospel ? 

How does this parable commence ? 

Whose character is represented, in general terms, 
by the father of these two aoiis ? 

12. What did the younger son request of his 
father ? 

Do young men frequently imagine they should be 
more happy, if they could escape from parental 
care and restraint ? 

Are they often disappointed \w Xtavc «l^rr&»3»s 
wlien they make the e&\tet\\&&xi\\ 
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* * 

f Ift it also true that men sometimes esteem the law 
of God grievous, and endeavour to escape from 
its influence and power ? 
Do they find more pleasure in unrestrained iniqui- 
ty, than they would in a careful and conscien- 

1 Oous obedience to the divine law ? 

13. What is said concerning this young man, after 
he had received his portion ? 

What is here represented by his going into a fin 

country ? 
Why do sinners desire to depart from God ? 
What is meant by riotous living 7 
Are men, who have cast off the fear of the Lord, 

naturally inclined to revel in iniquity ? 

14. What did the young man soon experience ? 
Is this the literal condition of many thoughtless 

young men, who forsake their father's house, 
and spend their substance in dissipation and 
debauchery ? ' 

Is it true, also, that sinners experience a spiritual 
famine, a want which earth is unable to sup- 

Wjly ? 1 John ii. 15 — 17. 
hat may we learn from this representation of 
the prodigal's condition ? Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

15. 16. To what measure did he resort for relief? 
Can you imagine a state of degradation and mis- 
ery much beyond what is here described ? 

Did any one relieve this prodigal ? I 

When sinners begin to feel their lost estate, and 

their degraded and miserable condition, do they 

receive any satisfactory assistance from their 

sinful associates ? 
What must men always expect to experience, if 

they depart from the way of righteousness ? 
What is this misery designed to produce ? 
17. Was this its effect uy>oty \\\<j yeodi^al ? 
What is represented by b\a coming to Mm*eX.JV x 
With what propriety may \t \>*^v^ *.x«<$afc 
tog sinner, that he cornea to Yv\uv**\i >. 
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What is said by the Psalmist concerning the 
abundance of God's house ? Psal. xxxvi. & 

18. What did the prodigal resolve to do ? 
What confession did he determine to make ? 
Is neglect of parental authority a sin ? 

What proverb is there concerning those, who are 
disobedient to parents ? Pro v. xxx. 17. 

What is represented by the return and confession 
of the prodigal ? 

Ought all sinners to confess and forsake their sins ? 

19. How did the prodigal express his humility ? 

Is it the duty of those, who have improperly treat- 
ed their parents, to acknowledge their un wor- 
thiness ? 

What is represented by this confession ? 
When sinners come to themselves, what is their 
proper state of mind ? Psal. xxxviii. 18. 

20. What took place, while the prodigal was ap- 
proaching his father ? 

Is it natural for parents to forgive their children, 
and to rejoice in their reformation ? 

Is it the duty of parents thus to forgive their chil- 
dren ? 

What is represented by the father's readiness to 
receive his son ? 

If good earthly parents will forgive their children, 
and if it be their duty to do so, may we not ex- 
pect that God will "rant to his offspring repent- 
ance unto life ? Matt. vii. 9 — 11. 

21. How was the son affected at this display of 
his father's kindness ? 

What does the apostle say concerning the effect of 
divine goodness ? Rom. ii. 4. 

How is the evil of the human heart most effectu- 
ally overcome ? Rom. xii. 20, 21. 

22. What is represented by the father's bestowing 
gifts upon his Son I 

With what robe is the pexi\tec&&ttftKt *&tf&»k\ 

\0* 
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What is represented by the preparations, 
which the father made for his Son's comfort ? 

What exhortation is given by the prophet, to in- 
duce sinners to come to God ? Isa. lv. 1 — 3. 

24. What is represented by the father's declaration, 
that his son had been dead, and was alive again ? 

How do the apostles compare repentance and 
reformation with passing from death unto life ? 
Eph. ii. 1. 1 John iii. 14. 

What was said by our Saviour, on the same sub- 
ject ? John v. 24. 

25 — 32. Did the elder son share bis father's joy 
at the return of the prodigal ? 

What class of persons was this parable designed 
to rebuke ? Ver. 1, 2. 

Does it indicate a good or an evil spirit, to be 
angry because God is merciful to sinners ? 

How should we feel in regard to the salvation of 
other sinners, besides ourselves ? 

How did this self-righteous son represent his own 
services, and his father's justice ? Ver. 29, 30. 

How does the prophet rebuke this spirit ? Mai. 
iii. 13 — 15. 

When men exhibit a spirit of unwillingness that 
God should have mercy on all his children, what 
are we to judge concerning them ? 

What spirit did the apostle Paul manifest towards 
his Jewish persecutors ? Rom. x. 1. 

If he desired the salvation of his enemies, would 
he be angry at the salvation of his friends ? 

Did the father continue to be kind to his elder son, 
notwithstanding his undutiful behaviour ? 

Is God kind to them who are angry when he ex- 
hibits kindness to others ? Luke vi. 35. 

In blessing his younger son, did the father wrong 

or injure the elder ? Ver. 81. 
What general truth may be \earc\fc<\ ficeKiv \to» «js&? 

duct of the prodigal, as rept^etvx^ V&^ca& -\k 

mblei 
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What genera] truth may be learned from the 'con 

duct of the elder brother ? 
What general truth may be learned from the 

impartial kindness of the Father ? 



LESSON XXXVIII. 

Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican. 

Luke xviii. 9 — 14. 

9. To whom did our Lord address the parable of 

the Pharisee and the Publican ? 
What class of men did he especially design to 

rebuke ? 
Is the rebuke equally applicable to all who sustain 

a similar character ? 
What does the apostle James say concerning the 

proud and the humble ? James iv. 6. 
What kind of righteousness did these men possess? 

Rom. x. 3. 
If they had been truly righteous, would they have 

despised others 1 
What spirit did Jesus exhibit toward sinners ? 
What spirit should his disciples cherish toward 

them who are yet out of the way ? 
When men boast of their own righteousness, and 

despise others, what are we to judge concerning 

them ? 
Are all alike, by nature ? 
Do any make more progress than others, in the 

way of true righteousness ? 
What enables them to do so ? 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
Is this a fit matter for boasting ? 1 Cor. iv. 7«. 

Eph. ii. 8, 9, 
If any are thus favored^ \Xx* ^t*a* *&^*&v«*s*> 
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should they do for others, instead of desptsiBg 
them ? 
How should even the most favored and most pure 
men feel in regard to themselves ? Rom. xii. 3. 
1 Cor. x. 12. 

10. In illustrating the difference between self- 
righteousness and true humility, what did our 
Lord say concerning two men ? 

Who were the Pharisees 7 

Where did they delight to pray ? Matt. vi. 5. 

Why did they prefer such public places ? 

Was it pure devotion, or spiritual pride, which 

chiefly prompted them to offer prayers ? 
Who were the Publicans ? 

Why were they hated and despised by the Jews ? 
Were the Pharisees pleased when Jesus associated 

with the Publicans, and instructed them, and 

blessed them ? Matt. ix. 10, 11. xi. 19. Luke 

xv. 1, 2. 

11. How did the Pharisee stand, while he prayed? 
What spirit did he thus exhibit ? Isa. lxv. 5. 

Is such a spirit acceptable in the sight of God ? 
What is said by the wise man, concerning such a 

spirit ? Pro v. xxi. 4. 
In what language did the Pharisee pray ? 
Did he manifest a spirit of humility, and of godly 

repentance ? 
What spirit did he manifest ? Ver. 9. 
In what respect did he claim to differ from the 

Publican ? 
Had he any reason to boast of such righteousness? 
Who are extortioners ? 
Were the Pharisees actually free from a spirit of 

extortion ? Matt, xxiii. 14. 
Do men frequently boast of righteousness which 

they do not possess ? 
Ire men who manifest great indignation at the 

sins of others, ever guilty of even the same shift 

which they condemn I Rom. \u L 
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19. What account did the Pharisee give of his own 

righteousness, to show wherein it exceeded that 

of the Publican ? 
What is it to fast ? Isa. lviii. 6, 7. 
How did our Lord command his disciples to ob- 
serve seasons of fasting ? Matt. vi. 17, 18. 
If fasts were appointed, why might not the Phari 

see justly boast of his observance of them ? Isa 

lviii. 3, 4. Matt. vi. 16. 
What are tithes 1 

Were tithes commanded, under the Law ? , 
If the Pharisee had complied with this provision 

of the Law, why might he not boast ? Matt. 

xxiii. 23. 
Had the Pharisee any right, then, to claim that he 

had properly performed either of the duties, 

concerning which he boasted ? 
If men do rightly perform their duty, ought they 

to boast ? Luke xvii. 10. 

13. What spirit did the Publican manifest, by 
standing afar off 1 

Why did he not lift up his eyes to heatoen ? 
What spirit did his attitude manifest ? Luke xv. 

21. 
What is meant by smote on his breast 7 
What did this action signify ? 
What was the language of the Publican's prayer ? 
What spirit did it manifest ? 
In what respects were the prayers of these two 

men different ? 

14. What did our Lord say, concerning the Publi- 
can ? 

What is here meant by justified 1 

Why was the Publican justified, rather than the 
Pharisee ? 

What did our Lord say, concerning those who ex- 
alted themselves ? 

To what class of meu d\<\. \v* x^W 1 N «t%^- 
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What is the meaning of abased ? 

What did he say concerning those who humbled 

themselves ? 
How should they be exalted 7 Matt. v. 8, 5. 
What does the wise man say, concerning the con* 

fession of sins ? Prov. xxviii. 13. 
What does the apostle John say, on the same sub* 

W'ect ? 1 John i. 9. 
hat general truth, in respect to prayer, may be 
learned from this parable ? 

What general truth may be learned from it, in re- 
gard to the feelings which Christians should en- 
tertain towards them who are yet in the gall of 
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity ? 

What general truth may be learned from it, as to 
the proper manner of estimating the compara- 
tive spiritual condition of ourselves and others ? 

What general truth may be learned froih it, con- 
cerning the spirit which ought always to be 
cherished by the disciples of Jesus Christ ? 



LESSON XXXIX. 

4 

Parable of the Sheep and Goats. 
Matt. xxv. 31 — 46. 

81 — 33. Who is meant by the Son of man ? 

At what time did our Lord say he would sit upm 
the throne of his glory 1 

To what period did he refer, when he said be 
would come in his glory, attended by the angels, 
and would sit on his glorious throne ? Matt 
xvi. 27, 28. xxiv. 29 — 35. 

Did he at that time come to judge men, and re- 
ward them according to their works ? Matt 
xvL 37, 38. 
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Did he describe his coming in such terms, as to its 
manner, and object, as to authorize the belief 
that the same event is predicted in the parable, 
and in the other places referred to ? 

84 — 45. On what principle was the judgment ren- 
dered, which is described in the parable ? 

For what were the righteous rewarded ? 

Were they made happy on account of their good 
works, or solely by the grace of God ? ver. 
34 — 36. 

Is final salvation bestowed as the reward of works, 
or is it altogether the fruit of divine grace ? 
Eph. ii. 3, 9. 2 Tim. i. 9. Titus iii. 5 — 7. 

Can we suppose, then, that in this parable, our 
Lord speaks of the final salvation of the righ- 
teous r 

If the happiness of the righteous, here described, 
was enjoyed on the earth, was not the misery 
of the wicked also endured on the earth ? 

Is it true that both the righteous and the wicked 
are rewarded according to their works, in the 
present life ? Pro v. xi. 31. 

Did our Lord declare that he would reward men 
according to their works, during the lifetime of 
some who heard him speak ? Matt. xvi. 27, 28. 

Which then is more probable ; that in this par- 
able, he described the same judgment on earth, 
of whioh he had before spoken, or that he 
described a judgment in eternity, in such a 
manner as to contradict the divine testimony 
that men shall be saved from sin, and made end- 
lessly happy, not on account of works, but by 
the grace of God alone ? 

How was the punishment of his enemies describ- 
ed by our Lord? Matt, xxiii. 33 — 39. Luke 
xxi. 20-24. 

He seems to refer to some extraordinary display 
of divine justice, in this pax&Vta Wi^m^a ^*>- 
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ceding chapters; to what event di<| he proba- 
bly refer ? Matt. xxiv. 21, 29 — 85. 

Is it true that at that time) a remarkable distinc- 
tion was made between his friends and his ene 
mies ? 

46. For what purpose are all punishments inflicted 
by our heavenly Father ? Heb. xii. 9—11. 

Can this effect be produced by punishments strict* 
ly endless ? 

Are periods of time, not strictly endless, ever de- 
nominated everlasting, in the Scriptures ? Gem 
xvii. 8. xlix. 26. Exod. xl. 15. Levit. xvi» 34. 

Have the Jews, as a nation, ever yet recovered 
from the effects of the tremendous judgment in- 
flicted on them, soon after this prediction was 
uttered ? 

Is there any necessity, then, to look beyond the 
present world, for the complete fulfilment of 
this portion of the prediction ? 

Is the happiness enjoyed by believing and obedi- 
ent disciples, in this world, ever denominated 
eternal, or everlasting ? John v. 24. vi. 47, 54. 

Is there any necessity then, to look beyond the 
present world, for the complete fulfilment of 
this portion of the prediction ? 

What general practical truth may be learned 
from this parable ? 

After having fully rewarded men according to 
their works, what will God bestow on them as 
a free gift ? Ephu ii. S, 9. Rom. v. 90, 81. 
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LESSON XL. 

Conversation at the Last Supper. 

John xiii. 1 — 17. 

1. On What occasion did Jesus hold a long con* 
versation with his apostles, preparatory to his 
departure from them ? 

Of what hour did he speak ? 

What is said concerning his love for his disciples? 

In thus loving his disci pies constantly, did he man* 

ifest a spirit like or unlike his heavenly Father? 

James i. 17. 
How many of his children does God love ? Psalm 

cxlv. 9. 
Does God love his sinful children ? Matt v. 44 

— 48. Luke vi. 35. Horn. v. 8. 
May we believe that God will continue to love all 

his children for ever ? 

2. What is meant by the devil which tempted Ju- 
das ? James i. 14, 15. 

To whom did Judas betray his Master ? Matt 
xxvi. 14, 15. 

What was the price of his iniquity ? 

8. What had the Father given to his dearly be- 
loved Son ? 

For what purpose were all things put into his 
hands ? John xvii. 2. 

From whom did our Lord come ? 

For what purpose was he sent ? 1 John iv. 14. 

Shall his labor be successful ? John xvii. 4. 

Unto whom was he about to return ? 

4, 5. What did he do, on rising from the table ? 

Of what description were the outet ^procRRftah 
worn bf the Jews \ 

11 
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Was the washing of the feet customary before 

eating ? 
By whom was this service generally performed ? 

6. What did Peter say, as Jesus approached him ? 
What did he mean by this remark r 

Why was he unwilling that his Master should dis- 
charge this office ? 

7. Did our Lord explain the import of this ac- 
tion ? 

What did he say, to satisfy Peter's scruples ? 

8. Did this assurance satisfy the disciple ? 
What did he say ? 

How were his scruples finally removed ? 
Would disobedience have proved that he was not 
a genuine disciple ? < 

9. How did he express his willingness to be 
washed ? 

What distinguishing trait of character was exhib 
ited by Peter, on this occasion ? 

10. Was it customary for the Jews to bathe be- 
fore the passover ? 

Why was it necessary that one who had recently 
bathed, should wash his feet, and no more, in 
order to be clean ? 

What moral truth did our Lord design to teach by 
his language, on this occasion ? 

To whom did he refer, when he said they were not 
all clean 7 

Did he mean that this one was physically or mor- 
ally unclean ? 

11. For what reason did he make this remark ? 

12. Having washed their feet, what question did 
he propose to his disciples ? 

They certainly knew what he had done ; what 

then is the import of his question ? 
Were they able to answer it \ 
J3, 14. How did he explain tue, mattoc to ^srnv^ 
&JT washing one another** /eet, dA& \i*mRfcJ&\»\s* 
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understood merely that they should willingly 
reader this particular service ? 
What is the true spirit of his admonition ? 

15. How did he enforce it ? 

Are we elsewhere exhorted to imitate the exam- 
ple of our Lord ? Heb. xii. 1, 2. 1 Pet. ii. 21 — 
23. 

What commandment had Jesus before given to 
his disciples, which this action was probably de- 
signed to enforce ? Mark ix. 33 — 35. 

While the disciples contended for the precedency, 
what kingdom did they expect their Master was 
about to establish ? 

How did he explain to them the difference be- 
tween his kingdom and an earthly kingdom, 
and the different methods of obtaining honor r 
Mark x. 42 — 45. 

After their Master had thus given them an exam- 

file, could the disciples offer any excuse fot a 
ack of kindness and condescension ? 

16. How did he impress on their minds the im- 
propriety of pride and haughtiness ? 

How does his language, in this verse, apply to the 
subject of which he had been speaking ? 

17. Was it enough for the disciples to know what 
their Master had done ? 

What else was necessary, to insure happiness ? 

What general truth may be learned from the ex- 
ample and exhortation here recorded ? 

Should a disciple of Christ be unwilling to be con- 
descending to the most poor and humble ? 

What is our duty towards them who are less high- 
ly favored than ourselves ? 

Should we esteem it unbecoming to perform a 
kind office to one in a lower station than that 
which we chance to oecuuy I <» 

Our Lord has giveu us aw wexN^ft \ ^ ^*sx 
other ground has Ue eitfo^e&xk* *»** ** ««*** 
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ing a proud, and haughty, and overbearing 
spirit ? Matt, xxiii. S. 



LESSON XLI. 

Conversation at the Last Supper ; continued. 

John xiii. 18 — 30. 

18. Did our Lord expect that all his disciples 
would remain faithful ? 

To what prophecy did he refer, as one which 
must be fulfilled ? Psalm xli. 9. 

Was the treachery of Judas and the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ foreseen by God, and made the sub- 
ject of prophecy ? Luke xxiv. 25 — 27, 45, 46. 

. Acts ii. 23. 

19. Why did Jesus mention the treachery of this 
disciple before it came to pass ? 

What is meant by I am he i 

Was the prophetic power one evidence that Jesus 

was the true Messiah ? 
Did he frequently exercise this power ? 
What remarkable prophecy is contained in the 

xxivth and xxvtli chapters of Matthew's gospel ? 

20. What is the meaning of verily, verily 7 

In what respect do men receive Jesus, who re- 
ceive his disciples ? and in what respect do men 
receive God, who receive his Son ? 

What expression occurs in our Saviour's prayer, 
concerning the unity of feeling, and purpose, 
and doctrine, which should distinguish all his 
true disciples ? John xvii. 20, 21. 

21. What occasioned Jesus to be troubled in 
spirit ? 

Is U more disagreeable to experience injury from 



Lesson XLL — John xiii. 1 8 — 30. 125 

wetended friend, than from an open and 

►wed enemy ? 

t declaration did our Lord repeat to his dis- 

les? 

Khat effect did this produce on thern ? 

["-confidence a certain indication of genuine 

;ipleship ? 

a man be a true disciple, and yet doubt 

sther he will continue faithful to the end ? 

horn should we look for assistance, that we 

f be preserved faithful ? 

/"hat was the name of the disciple, who was 

\ing on Jesus' bosom ? 

ot our Lord love all his disciples ? 

any one of them peculiarly dear to hirn ? 

lis disciple appear to possess an extraordi- 

y portion of his Master's spirit ? 

: was the posture of the Jews, at their meals ? 

fou tell how one of the disciples could con- 

iently lean on his Master's bosom ? 

r hatdid Simon Peter desire this disciple to do? 

e express his desire by words, or signs ? 

That did the beloved disciple mean by in- 

ring, who is it 1 

'id Jesus point out any particular person, as 

betrayer ? 

•robabie that he gave this information in a 

i voice, or in a whisper ? Ver. 28. 

: is meant by a sop 1 

; is meant by satan ? Ver. 2. James i. 14, 15. 

: did our Lord say to Judas ? 

; was probably his meaning ? 

id the other disciples understand what ha 

mt ? 

probable, then, that they heard his reply to 

n, recorded in the 26th verse ? 

That is meant by Judas' having the bag ? 

feast is here meant ? 

n* 
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Is kindness to the poor, one of the characteristic! 

of a Christian spirit ? 1 John iii. 17. 
50. Where did Judas go ? 
For what purpose did he go there ? 
Unto whom did he betray his Master ? John 

xvui. 3. 



LESSON XLII. 

Conversation at the Last Supper ; continued. 

John xiii. 31— 38. 

31. What did our Lord say to his disciples, after 
Judas had gone out to betray him ? 

Whom did he mean by the Son of man 7 

WhaJ did he mean by being glorified 7 

How was God glorified in his Son ? 

82. How was God about to glorify his Son, in a 
more striking manner than before ? 

Were many remarkable miracles soon afterwards 
wrought, in attestation that Jesus was the Son 
of God ? 

Can vou name some of them ? 

33. Whom did our Lord address as little children 1 ! 

Why were they so denominated ? 

What did he mean by saying he should be with 
them a Utile while 7 

When had he said to the Jews, whither I go ye 
cannot come 7 John viii. 21. 

Could any find him, by seeking, during his ab- 
sence ? 

What did he mean, when he said to his disciples, 
whither I go ye cannot come 7 

Is there any thing in this assurance, to prevent us 
from believing that they might afterwards follow 
him ? Ver. 36. 
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$4. What commandment did Jesus then give to 

his disciples ? 
In what particular manner did he command his 

disciples to love one another ? 
Had he loved them in a more pure and fervent 

manner than the ancient law required ? 
How then are we to understand this as a new com' 

mandment '/ 

35. What did our Lord tell his disciples should be 
the badge of discipleship ? 

What is said by the beloved apostle John, on this 

subject ? 1 John iii. 14, 15. 
How must such love be manifested, in order to be 

regarded as genuine ? 1 John iii. 18, 19. 

36. To what did Simon Peter refer, 'when he in- 
quired, whither goes I thou '? 

What assurance did he receive, in respect to this 

subject ? 
What did our Lord mean, by saying that Peter 

should follow him afterwards 1 

37. Did Peter probably understand what was 
meant ? 

What did he offer to do ? 

What spirit did he manifest in this case ? 

Is it prudent for Christians to rely entirely on their 

own strength ? 
Was Peter generally impetuous and self-confident? 

Matt. xxvi. 33. John xviii. 10. 

38. What did Jesus say to hi in ? 

Did he deny his Master, according to this predic- 
tion ? John xviii. 17, 25 — 27. 

What lesson should we learn from the fall of this 
bold and enthusiastic apostle ? 

What admonition has the apostle Paul given, on 
this subject ? 1 Cor. x. 12. 

Was Peter forgiven his foulv^ wa\w\\3o:aaKi&sR«% 
what is said in Mall. *. $& \ - ^ 

Can we understand lYuxX v* 88 *^ ** ^ \**«x * 
endless misery \ 
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May we hope that God will forgive ^// sin*,^ 
he forgave Peter, anil convert theo? to iwjiM 

Are the sins of any person too laimerouss antmr—m 
aggravated, to be overcome by diviixe gr^ ^\ 
Rom. v. 20, 21. ^^« 



LESSON XLIII. 

Conversation at the Last Supper ; continued. 

John xiv. 1 — 14. 

1. What did our Lord say to his disciples, to com- 
fort thein when their hearts were sad at the 
annunciation of his approaching departure ? 

How would a belief in God comfort them ? 
What additional comfort would they derive from 
a belief that Jesus was the Son of God ? 

2. What did Jesus say concerning his Father's 
house ? 

What did he mean by his Father's house ? 
What did he mean by the many mansions 7 
Should you infer from this, that there is abundant 

W provision for the salvation of all men ? 
hat did our Lord declare to be his purpose in 
departing from his disciples ? 

What did the apostle say to the Hebrews, on thii 
subject ? Heb. iv. 14. vi. 19, 20. ix. 24. 

8. What did Jesus promise to do, on his return ? 

What did he mean by coming again ? 

How should Christians feel, when their friends 
are removed by death, or when their own de- 
parture is at hand ? 1 Thess. iv. 13, IS. 

What does the apostle J?auY s*Ay,'\x\ ve^rd to his 

confidence that he shou\(\ d\\e\W\iV\m\aW^ 

after death? Horn. xiv. S. P\Y\\. \. <i\ — **A. 
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4. What did Jesus say concerning the place to 
which he was going, and the way thither ? 

5. What remark was made by Thomas, one of the 
apostles ? 

Was this disciple generally incredulous ? John 
xx. 24, 25. 

Was he at last thoroughly convinced ? John xx. 
26 — 23. 

Is it proper for Christians to insist on such demon- 
strative proof, before they embrace and believe 
the great truths of the gospel ? John xx. 29. 

6. What was said to Thomas, when he professed 
ignorance of the way 7 

In what sense is Jesus the way, the truth, and the 

life 1 
Through whom must we approach the Father ? 
What testimony has the apostle Paul recorded, on 

this subject ? Rom. v. 1, 2. Eph. ii. 18. Hi. 

11,12. 
What is meant by access to the Father, through 

bis Son Jesus Christ ? 
How does the apostle describe the mediatorship of 

Jesus, and its results ? 1 Timo. ii. 3 — 6. 

7. How did our Lord say his disciples might have 
known the Father ? 

How was the character of the Father exhibited in 
the Son ? John v. 36. vi. 38. 

How does an apostle describe the resemblance be- 
tween the Father and the Son ? Heb. i. 8. 

8. What request was made by Philip ? 

9. What answer did he receive ? 

How had those seen the Father, who had seen his 
Son ? 

10. How did our Lord describe the intimate con- 
nexion existing between the Father and him- 
self ? 

How does he elsewhere descxWie \0, V>Vwt^^» 
Did he design to assert aw enXvce iwv\ «Jq«r\^» wsa " 
aesa with the Father 1 Vet, <i^ 



130 Lesson XL1II. — John xiv. 1 —14. 

How did he illustrate what he meant by this one* 

ness ? John xvii. 21. 
In what sense may Christians become one with the* 

Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ ? 
By what power did our Lord declare his mighty 

works were performed ? 

11. To what did he appeal in proof of his intimate 
connexion with the Father ? 

What is meant by the very works' sake 7 
Was it admitted by many who witnessed hie 
works, that they sufficiently proved that God 
was with him ? John iii. 2. ix. 16, 81 — S3. 

12. What did Jesus promise his disciples, in re 
spect to miraculous power ? 

Were they afterwards able to perform miracles ? 

At what time did they receive the greater power, 
alluded to in the promise ? Luke xxiv. 49. Acts 
i. 8. ii. 1—4, 33. 

What connexion was there between our Lord's 
returning to the Father, and the miraculous 
power of his apostles ? Ver. 13, 14. 

IS. What did he promise to do for his disciples ? 

In whose name were they directed to ask for pow- 
er to perform miracles ? 

What is meant by asking in the name of Christ ? 

Did Jesus desire his disciples to address their 
prayers or requests directly to himself, after he 
should go to the Father ? John xvi. 23. 

To whom did he command them to address their 
prayers in his name ? 

Had thev been accustomed to this manner of ad* 
dress r John xvi. 24. 

How would the Father be glorified by the bestoff- 
ment of miraculous powers on the apostles I 

14. What assurance did our Lord repeat ? 

Should this assurance encourage us, as well as the 
apostles, to address prayers to God, in the naiW 
of Jesus ? 
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!ow does the apostle exhort his Hebrew bretn 
ren, in reference to this subject ? Heb. iv. 16. 



LESSON XLIV. 

Conversation at the Last Supper ; continued, 

John xiv. 15 — 26. 

b. What did our Lord command bis disciples to 
do, in testimony of their love for him ? 
an a man be certain that he loves his Lord, or 
that he is a true Christian, merely from the fact 
that he exercises a spirit of faith ? 
Vill any exercises of mind, which may have been 
experienced in former years, afford such cer- 
tainty ? 

Hiat is the only sure test of disci plesbip, or of 
genuine love, toward the Redeemer ? 
nat testimony is given by the apostle John, con- 
cerning this test ? 1 John ii. 3 — 6. 
jjgWhat encouragement was given to the disci- 
js to persevere in obedience ? 
tt is meant by the Comforter ? Ver. 17, 26. 
had our Lord discharged the office of a corn- 
ier, or an advocate , while he remained with 
disciples ? 

we any assurance that be continues to exer- 
that office ? 1 John ii. 1 , 2. 
ras his place on earth supplied to the apos- 
»y the Holy Spirit ? Ver. 26. 
is this spirit of truth, or the Holy Spirit, 
lunicated to any except those who embrac- 
gospel ? 

is it not bestowed ow W\a \»<yr\d. T V 
rilling to bestow \Y*v& $&. <^ «&^&» 
Luke xi. IS. 
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Will he finally bestow it on all men ? H#U viii. 

10—13. 
What effect will be produced by its universal be- 

stowment ? Rom. viii. 14, 20, 21. 

18. In what manner would Jesus come to his dis- 
ciples, after his departure ? 

In what different terms did he repeat this promise? 

Ver. 23. 
How then do you understand his assurance, that 

he would not leave his disciples comfortless ? 

19. What did he say would shortly happen ? 
How could the disciples see him, when the world 

could not see him ? 
Did he mean to be understood that because he 

lived, his disciples should continue to live on thi 

earth ? 
What then did he mean ? 
What connexion is there between the resurrection 

of our Lord, and that of his disciples ? 
How does the apostle Paul reason on this subject/ 

1 Cor. xv. 12— 14, 20 — 22. 1 Thess. iv. 14. 

20. Of what were the disciples to feel certain at 
that day, or at the resurrection of their Lord ? 

How should his resurrection confirm their faith in 
him as the Son of God ? Rom. i. 4. 

What effect was produced on them, by the appro* 
hension of their Master ? Matt. xxvi. 56* 

What effect was produced on them by his cruet* 
fix ion ? Luke xxiv. 17 — 21. 

What effect was produced on them by his resur- 
rection ? Acts iv. 18. v. 40 — 42. 

How do you account for this remarkable change 
from fear, and dismay, and grief, to that bow* 
ness, which enabled them to encounter all dag- 
gers, and that confidence, and joy, which trt* 
umphed over all tribulation ? 

Can you now understand what our Lord meant ty 
saying his disciples should know the tntsmsfrf 
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connexion and relationship between the Father 
and himself, and them ? 

21. Who are those who truly love their Lord t 
What shall such persons enjoy ? 

Will Jesus manifest himself to them ? 

22. What inquiry was made by Judas ? 
What Judas was this ? Luke vi. 16. 

How did he probably understand the promise ? 

23. How was this promise explained by our Lord 
What will those disciples do, who love their Mas 

ter? 
What is meant by Jesus and his Father coming 

and making their abode with the disciples ? 
Do all true Christians enjoy such fellowship wit! 

God, and with his Son Jesus Christ ? 1 John i 

3 — 7. 
What then do you understand by our Lord's prom 

ise, that he would manifest himself to his disci 

pies ? 
Can unbelievers enjoy this fellowship with Goc 

and his Son ? and do they perceive the mani 

festation of Christ ? 
When all shall know the truth from the least t< 

the greatest, may it be expected that Jesus wil 

manifest himself to all, without respect of per 
> sons ? 

24. What did he say concerning them who did no 
love him ? 

Have those, who are habitually disobedient to th< 

divine commandments, any claim to be regardec 

as genuine disciples ? 
Whose commands were communicated to the dis 

ciples by their Master ? 
Whom then do we disobey, when we are disobe 

dient to those commands ? 
What is said of our Lord's manner of teaching, it 
i Matt vii. 38, 29 ? 
26. What thing* are tare vptatti <&\ 
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I. What did Jesus assure his disci j^>les ^/j 

able them to remember his wotxl^ vv^ 

should no longer enjoy his bodily pre&^ n 

fould the Holy Spirit enlighten their j^ 

other subjects, in whicfo they had txot 

been fully instructed ? 

id the Holy Spirit guide those, who have 

ed in the Scriptures the things spoken a 

formed by our Lord ? 

r as the promise of the enlightening influent 

the Holy Spirit designed for all Christia.^^ 

only for the apostles and early disciples ? ^K*^* 

o all Christians experience the comforting J^g 2 

ences of the Holy Spirit, so that it may dq saiSr 1 ^ 

truly that the Comtorter has been sent untcv 

them ? ^ 





LESSON XLV. 

Conversation at the Last Supper ; continued. 

John xiv. 27 — 31. 

\ What comforting language did our Lord ad- 
dress to his disciples ? 

/"hat was a common form of salutation among 
the Jews ? John xx. 19, 21, 26. 
o men always consider the full import of the 
salutations which they use ? 
[ay we always rely on the expressions of friend* 
ship and kindness, which men utter ? 
i what respect did the parting salutation of Je- 
sus differ from those in common use ? 
fhat do the apostles say concerning the effect of 
faith in Jesus Christ ? Rom. xv. 13. 1 Pet. i. 3. * 
a similar state of peace and ^atattraft Vk^\-a&& 
i tiie close of this verse i 
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Why should those who believe in Jesus, be free 

from fear and trouble of heart ? 
May we safely trust in our heavenly Father, and 

in his beloved Son, for all which we need ? 
Is there any danger that they will ever cast us oft', 

or utterly forsake us ? 
98. What declaration did Jesus repeat, in this 

verse ? 
Why should the disciples have rejoiced that their 

. Lord was about to return to his Father ? 
What benefit might they expect to derive from 

the circumstance that Jesus was to return to the 

bosom of his Father, who is greater than all, 

and able to bless abundantly ? 
29. Why did our Lord say these things at that 

time f 
What did be expect the disciples would believe, in 

consequence of his foretelling these things ? 
Why should their faith in him, as the Messiah, be 

confirmed by the circumstance that he foretold 

many future events, with so much particularity 

and exactness ? 
Ought we to exercise faith, on the same ground ? 
w). \VTiy would not Jesus converse much with 

his disciples, after this time ? 
What is meant by the coming of the prince of this 

world ? 
How soon after this conversation, was Jesus ap- 
prehended by Roman soldiers ? 
Did the Roman governor find any cause of offence 

in him ? John xix. 4. 
Si. What did Jesus propose to do, in testimony of 

his love for the Father ? 
To what commandment did he specially refer ? 
Did he persevere in his resolution to yield a per- 
fect obedience ? Phil. \\. fc. 
What was the result ot \i\s <&M&sift»1 ^ m% V\~ 
What acknowledgment ttaft. ^^^^T^S 

the whole intelligent, unwm* * ^teafc^ * 
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Where did our Lord propose to go ? and where 
did he go, when he had closed this conversation 
with his disciples ? Matt. xxvi. 36. John xviii. 1. 

Did he know what would occur there ? 

What spirit did he manifest, by thus placing him- 
self in the hands of his enemies ? 

Was he always submissive to the will of his 
heavenly Father ? 

In what particular instance was his spirit of sub- 
mission remarkably manifested ? Matt. xxvi. 
39, 42. 

What spirit should be cherished by all his disci- 
ples ? 



LESSON XLVI. 

Conversation at the Last Supper ; continued. 

John xv. 1 — 17. 

1, 2. By what emblem did our Lord illustrate the 
connexion existing between his Father, himself, 
and his disciples F 

Who is represented by the vine ? 

Who are represented by the branches ? 

Who is represented by the husbandman 7 

Can unfruitful disciples expect to retain an inti- 
mate connexion with their Master ? 

If once cut off from him, may they hope to be 
again united ? Rom. xi. 28, 24. 

Do even fruitful branches, or disciples, need oc- 
casional pruning ? 

What is represented by pruning or purging the 
fruitful branches ? 

3. How bad the disciples become clean ? \ , 

How is the same truth expressed «v wvoltar occt- 

sioa i John xvii. 17 . 
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What do you understand by being made clean 
through the word of grace, spoken by Jesus in 
the name of his Father ? 

4. In what language did Jesus exhort bis disci- 

W>les ? 
hat is meant by abiding in Christ ? 
Why would the disciples, if separated from their 
Master, be as unfruitful as branches when sep- 
arated from the vine ? 

5. What comparison is repeated in this verse ? 
What is meant by bringing forth much fruit 7 
Why is a union with Christ necessary to enable 

disciples to be fruitful ? 

6. How is the condition of an unfruitful disciple 
represented ? 

Are those who apostatize from Jesus, liable to 

much misery and distress ? 
Shall they be utterly forsaken ? or shall they again 

be united to their Lord ? John vi. 39. Eph. i. 

9, 10. 

7. What did Jesus promise to his faithful disci- 

W)les ? 
hat is meant by my words abide in you ? 

8. In what way may men glorify God ? 

What did our Lord say, in his sermon on the 
mount, respecting the advancement of the di- 
vine glory : Matt. v. 16. 

How would the good works of the disciples prove 
their relationship to their Master ? 

9. In what manner did Jesus declare that he had 
loved his disciples ? 

What did he exhort them to do ? 

10. What is meant by abiding in the love of 
Christ? 

Can those who are disobedient, ha^ity ra&.Uz& tha 

Jove of Christ } 
What did our Lord say cowgcuvy^ Vva> qW^^ 

to the Father, and "us eS^a\»t 

ia* 



138 Lesson XL VI.— John xv. 1 — 17. 

11. For what particular purpose did he exhort hi^ 
disciples to perseverance, and fruitfulness ir* 
good works ? 

How can we best secure our own happiness ? 
How can we enjoy the most full assurance that 
our actions are approved by our Master P 

12. What special commandment did Jesus give to 
his disciples ? 

In what manner had he loved them ? 

How could they imitate him ? 

What is the exhortation of the apostle John, 

founded on the divine love ? 1 John iv. 10, 11. 
IS. What is the highest proof of affection which 

can be exhibited ? 
Did Jesus lay down his life for his friends ? 
Did he show even stronger benevolence than this* 

by dying for his enemies also ? Rom. v. 6 — 8. 
Is a similar spirit required of disciples now ? 
How will such a spirit manifest itself, whenever it 

exists ? 

14. Who only can be regarded as the true friends 
of the Redeemer ? 

Which is the more sure test of discipleship : pro- 
fessions, or practice ? Matt. vii. 15, 16. James 
ii. 17, 18. 

15. Why did Jesus call his disciples friends, rather 
than servants ? 

Had he already communicated to them all the 

knowledge of divine truth which they were ever 

to possess ? 
Were they at that time fully prepared to receive 

perfect knowledge ? John xvi. 12. 
In what way did Jesus propose further to enlighten 

their minds, after his departure ? John xvi. IS. 
How are we to understand his declaration, in this 

verse, that he had made known to them all thsnft 

which he had heard of the Father ? 
16. How had the apostVes attained tb&vc Yk^i 
favored and honorable position * 
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For what purpose had they been appointed ? 

How do all Christians attain the privileges which 
they enjoy ? 

Is it their duty also to bring forth fruit ? 

As God saves men by his grace, may we expect 
him to be equally gracious to all men ? 

Can Christians now expect to receive the miracu 
ious powers which were bestowed on the apos- 
tles ? 

For what may they confidently pray, on behalf of 
themselves ? Luke xi. 9 — 18. 

For what may they confidently pray, on behalf of 
all men ? 1 Tim. ii. 1 — 6. 

17. What command is repeated in this verse ? 

Why was this command repeated so frequently ? 

Can any one who doth not obey this command, 
make any just pretensions to genuine disciple- 
ship ? 1 John ii. 9—11. iii. 15. iv. 8, 20, 21. 

What must be the character of our love, that we 
may be assured of its genuineness ? 1 John lit 
18, 19. 



LESSON XLVIL 

Conversation at the La\t Supper ; continued. 

John xv. 18 — 27. 

18. Had our Lord been hated by the common 

people among the Jews ? Mark xii. 87. 
Had he been hated by the publicans and sinners ? 

Luke xv. 1, 2. 
Whom then did he mean, vjVi^tv \\fe ^^\.V*.>&w\A» 

hated him 7 
Did the same class of meti \\*te ^* «^wi»^^ 
Do • Christians now freqamtYi ^V****** 
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hatred of the class of men, here denominated 

the world ? 
How should they endeavor to sustain themselves, 

under such circumstances ? Heb. xii. 3. 
How should they conduct, under such circum- 
stances ? 1 Pet. ii. 21 — 23. 
What feelings should they cherish toward their 

enemies and oppressors ? Matt. v. 44, 45. 
19. Under what circumstances would the world 

have loved the disciples ? 
For what reason did tne world hate them ? 
How did our Lord describe the professed, and the 

true, character of that world 1 Matt chap, 

xxiii. 

90. What former declaration did he admonish his 
disciples to remember ? Matt. x. 24, 25. John 
xiii. 16. 

Could they expect better treatment than their 

Master had received ? 
Should Christians always be willing to share the 

burdens borne by their Master ? 

91. Were the Scribes and Pharisees, and others, 
who trusted in themselves that they were righ 
teous and hated the disciples, entirely ignorant 
of God ? 

What then did our Lord mean, by saying they 

know not him that sent me ? 
22. Did he mean that 'these persons would have 

been entirely free from sin, if he had not come 

and spoken unto them ? 
Of what particular sin did he speak ? 
What is meant by cloak for their sins 1 
Why were they altogether without excuse ? Ver. 

24. 
93. Was Jesus a true manifestation of the Father's 

spirit and character ? Heb. i. 8. 
What is meant by his declaration that all who 
hated him, hated his Father a\so > 
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94. To what did he appeal, as evidence that he 

was a divine teacher ? 
Can you name any of his miracles ? 
Did the apostles urge his miracles, in proof that 

he was the Messiah ? Acts ii. 22. x. 39. 
Did the Jews themselves acknowledge the validity 

of this kind of evidence ? John iii. 2. vii. 31. 
Did they generally believe on Jesus, upon the 

strength of this evidence ? 
How did they evade its force ? Matt. xii. 24. 
Had they any reasonable excuse for their unbelief, 

on such ground as this ? 
In what sense, is it true, that those who hated 

Jesus, hated his Father also ? 

25. To what did our Lord refer, when he said, 
this cometh to pass 1 

What ancient prophecy concerning himself, did 

he quote ? 
Where is this prophecy recorded ? Psalm lxix. 4. 
Did Jesus manifest any desire to injure the Jews ? 
What spirit did he exhibit towards them ? Matt. 

xxiii. 37. Luke xxiii. 34. Acts x. 38. 
What is meant, when it is said, they hated him 

without a cause 7 

26. What promise did be repeat, to fortify the 
disciples against the persecutions he had fore- 
told ? 

What would the Holy Spirit testify concerning 

him ? 
How would this testimony encourage and animate 

the disciples, when persecuted and oppressed ? 
Should all Christians be encouraged to faithfulness 

by the same considerations ? 

27. Of what were the disciples to bear witness 7 
What advantages had they enjoyed, which made 

them competent atvd ctoafoYb ^w\\»«a»rafc\ 
Did they bear witness, &<raye&\cv% \»^* wsawas^ 
of their Master * kc\a\\\.\*— ^- ^.^—^~ 
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Had they an opportunity to ^ n0V [ 
things which they testified, were tn^< 

Can you imagine any temptation tUBV* 
had, to deceive others ? 

May we safely confide in their testvrcto/77 /* 




LESSON XLVIII. 
Conversation at the Last Supper ; continue 
John xvi. 1 — 15. 

1. Why did our Lord communicate to his disc 
so much instruction, on this occasion ? 

What is here meant by offended ? 
How would a previous knowledge of these th 
prevent them from being offended ? 

2. What is meant by putting them out of the s 
gogue ? 

Had the Jews already commenced this kii 

persecution ? John ix. 22, 34. 
Have professed Christians ever adopted the g 
method of persecution, by excommunics 
their brethren on account of their opinions 
Is it consistent or inconsistent with the spir 
Christ, to excommunicate for this cause aloi 
Is it any disgrace for a man to be excommun 
ed when nothing is proved against his m 
character ? 
Can excommunication be justified on any grc 
whatever ? Matt, xviii. 15 — 17. 2 Thess 
6, 14. 
"Were the disciples cast out of the synagoguei 
Immoral conduct, or for pteuaYivct^ ^ <Wj 
offensive to the Jews ? 
What other species of persecution <&& ^fcV 
tor admonish them to expect S 
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What instances are recorded, in which such a 
spirit was manifested ? Acts vii. 59. xii. 2, 3. 
xiv. 19. 

What account does the apostle Paul give of his 
feelings before his conversion ? Acts xxvi. 9 — - 
11. 

May this be regarded as a fair specimen of the 
enmity of the Jews against the disciples ? 

Has a similar spirit ever been manifested by pro- 
fessed Christians ? 

Can you mention any instances in which life has 
been destroyed, on account of religious opin- 
ions ? 

Is it justifiable, in any case, to destroy a man's 
life, because he differs from any or all others, in 
his religious opinions ? 

3. Why were the disciples to expect such persecu- 
tion from the Jews ? 

What is meant by not knowing God, or his Son ? 

4. When these things should come to pass, what 
would the disciples remember ? 

What effect would this circumstance have on 
their minds ? 

Why did not their Master instruct them concern- 
ing these things, at an earlier period ? 

Why was it more necessary that the disciples 
should possess this knowledge after their Mas- 
ter's departure, than while he was with them? 

5. Where did Jesus again say he was going ? 
Had not some of his disciples previously inquired 

whither he was about to go ? John xiii. 36, xiv. 
5. 
Did Jesus mean that they had never made this in- 
quiry, or that none had made it, at that particu 
lar time ? 

6. What did they do, instead of inquiring whither 
he was going r 

Did they, at that t\me,fa\Vj t^ta^xv^^^ 
the kingdom, which \i* v**» Atarax \a «fcsM«^X 
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What were their views on the subject ? Lul* 
xxiv. 21. Acts i. 6. 

What was one principal cause of their sorrow* a, 
the annunciation of his departure*? 

7. Did he tell them they would receive benefit, or 
injury, from the event which they dreaded ? 

Why was his departure expedient for them ? 

Did he perform his promise, by sending the Com- 
forter, or Holy Spirit, or Spirit of truth ? Acts 
ii. 1 — 4. 

8» What did our Lord say should be done by this 
Spirit of truth ? 

What is here meant by reprove 1 

What is here meant by the world 1 

9. Why were the Jews guilty of sin, by not be- 
lieving in Jesus, as the Messiah ? John v. 86. 
xv. 22 — 24. 

10. Of whose righteousness should the Jews be 
convinced ? 

Is it credible that God would perform miracles on 
behalf of an impostor ? 

Is it credible that God would raise a wicked im- 
postor from the dead, and receive him up on 
high ? 

What proof of our Lord's righteousness was ex- 
hibited by his resurrection and return to his 
Father ? Rom. i. 4. 

11. Of what world did Jesus continue to speak ? 
Was a tremendous judgment executed on that 

world and its rulers, not many years after this 
prediction was uttered ? 

How soon did Jesus propose to execute this judg- 
ment ? Matt, xv i. 27, 28: 

In what language did he describe it ? Matt. xxiv. 
21,29 — 84. 

What did he mean by saying, the prince of tikis 
world is judged 1 

12. Did Jesus reveal to his disciples, on this 
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-cation, all which he designed they should ere* 

know of the truth ? 
Were they yet fully prepared for such instruction f 
Are men, at the present day, ordinarily made per 

feet in knowledge, by instantaneous conversion ? 
What is the duty of all Christians, whatever mat 

be the degree of their attainments ? 2 Pet. iif. 

13. 

13. What did Jesus promise should be done by the 
Spirit of truth, or the Comforter ? 

By whose authority should such instructions be 

communicated ? 
Did our Lord, while on earth, teach by the same 

authority ? John vii. 16. viii. S3, xii. 49. 
What is meant by the promise that the Spirit of 

truth should show the disciples things to come ? 

14. How would the Spirit of truth glorify Jesus ? 

15. In what respect did he call those things hie 
own, which the Spirit of truth should reveal ? 

Did the disciples afterwards receive the instruc- 
tions of this Spirit, and become able to under- 
stand the truth ? 

May we rely on the truth of those doctrines which 
they have communicated to us ? 

When speaking as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost, have they communicated such doctrines 
as will justify us in calling the Spirit of truth a 
Comforter ? 



LESSON XLIX. 

Conversation at the I*ast Supper ; continued. 

John xvi. 16 — 33. 

Iff — 18. What did our Lord say, which much 
fearrafsed the mitvda of Yu& &&&^tafcX 

IS 
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What question was considered amon* *^*TOiae !»»—■/ 
Do they seem to have understood his tx^eani^ J?J$ 
Had they yet attained perfect knowlec^e oF#r 
work he came to do, and his manner of 5 * J 
forming it ? * m — 

19. Did he understand their thoughts ? 
Should this be regarded as one evidence of 4^5, 

Messiahs hip ? Ver. SO. 
What similar acknowledgment was made by t|^ 

woman of Samaria ? John iv. 19, 29. 
What did Jesus mean by saying, A little while and 

ye shall not see me ; and again a little while and 

ye shall see me 7 
How did he afterwards explain his meaning to his 

disciples ? Ver. 28. 

20. Why would the disciples weep and lament, 
when their Master should depart ? 

What is here meant by the world 7 
Why would the world rejoice 7 
Was the sorrow of the disciples to continue for 
ever ? 

22. What should change their sorrow into rejoic- 
ing 7 

What is written concerning this joyful change, in 
Luke's gospel ? Luke xxiv. 17 — 21, 51, 52. 

Did the disciples afterwards manifest any doubt 
that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God ? 

Did they rejoice continually, even in the midst of 
persecution, while they lived ? Acts v. 41. 1 
Pet. i.3— 8, iv. 12, 13. 

How does the apostle Paul describe the confidence 
of his hope, and his joy in the midst of afflic- 
tion ? Rom. viii. 35 — 39. 

What did Jesus mean, when he said, your joy no 
man taketh from you 7 

23. To whom, and in whose name, did he direct 
his disciples to pray, after his resurrection ? 

24. Had they before been accu&XowtfA \a \stv}\k 
his name 1 



f 
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What exhortation did he give to encourage 



to pray confidently ? 

25. What things had he spoken in proverbs ? 
To what time did he refer, when he said, the 

cometh? 

Did he give them additional information, by 
speaking more plainly at that time ? Luke xxiv 
25 — 27, 44 — 48. Acts i. 5. 

26. Had he given his disciples full proof of hit 
love f 

Had he encouraged them to hope 1 that he would 
always desire their good ? 

Did they regard him as their advocate and inter- 
cessor ? Heb. vii. 25. 1 John ii. 1, 9. 

Was it necessary that he should repeat the prom- 
ise ? 

What did he mean when he said, I say not that 1 
will vr ay for you ? 

27. What further reason was offered, which might 
prevent all anxiety in their minds ? 

What is the true ground of love to God, and con- 
fidence in him ? 1 John iv. 19. 

Does God love all his children ? 

Do those who love God, and believe on his Son, 
realize his love towards them, in a peculiar 
manner ? 1 Timo. iv. 10. 1 John iv. 16. 

2d. By whom was Jesus sent into the world, and 
for what purpose ? 1 John iv. 14. 

Did he accomplish the work assigned him ? John 

"A 

xvn. 4. 

To whom did he return, when he left the world ? 

How does the apostle to the Hebrews represent 
this subject ? Heb. i. 1 — 4. 

In what terms had Jesus before spoken of his re- 
turn to his Father ? Ver. 16. 

jM). What did the discvplea tktw \v\A«t^wsA-^»B^ 
they did not understand \&fct* \ 

What is here meant by yr<»«rb < l 



ritfL Had tMir Lord, in the preceding verses, ex- 
plained fully, what he at first delivered itt prov- 
erbs i 
-Jftld ike satisfied the inquiries which arose in the 
disciples' minds, as to his meaning ? Ver. 17, 18. 

yHad i»e answered them as directly as if they had 
asked him ? 

What evidence had they, then-, that he knew aR 
thing* 7 Ver. 19. 

By what did they profess to be convinced that he 
omne forth from Qod 7 

Was the evidence sufficient to justify belief ? 

$1. What question did Jesus propose to them ? 

Is it probable that their faith was as strong as they 
•apposed it to be ? 

Is it probable that they yet fully understood their 
Master's character ? 

Is it probable that they understood by his going to 
Ihe Father, that he would actually die ? 

Did he, by this question, intimate to them that 

. they did not fully understand and believe all he 
had said, or did he allow that they did believe ? 

82. What is meant by the how cometh, yea, «s now 
4t>me$ 

What did Jesus tell his disciples they would soon 

do ? 
&)id they realize that their faith and fortitude 

could so easily be shaken ? Ms : * xxvi. £1 — 35. 
.Was the prediction of Jesus fulfil*/ ? Matt. axvi. 

56. 
Did he enjoy the presence of his Father, when 

his disciples left mm, and fled ? Luke xxi& 4& 

83. What things had our Lord spoken ? 
Why had he tpoken these things 9 

How would the foretelling of these things, give 
' gfeace to the disciples, when they should <2Q4le 

to pass ? . .-a*** 

What were they *vfcro*& to e^sfec^ Aw\\i^ U&'f 
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WA they maintain cheerfulness, when these trib- 
ulations were experienced ? Rom. t. S — i. 
What is meant by overcoming th/t world 7 



LESSON L. 

Jesus prays for Himself. 

John xvii. 1 — 3. 

1, 3. When our Lord had closed the conversation, 
recorded in the previous chapters, what did he 
, do ? 

What is meant by the hour is come ? 

Did he, at any other time, speak of his approach* 
ing departure, in similar terms ? John xii. SB, 
27,88. 

What is the meaning of glorify! 

What power had Jesus received from God ? 

Far What purpose had he received such power ? 

He declared it to be the divine purpose that he 
should give eternal life to as many as had been 
given him ; how many were given him ? 

Would the salvation of mankind manifest the di- 
vine glory ? 

Did Jesus rely continually on the divine assist- 
ance, to enable him to execute the commission 
he had received ? John v. 30. 

Did he dread the sufferings which should close 
his ministry, and prepare the way to bring life 
and immortality to light, by his resurrection ? 
Matt. xxvi. 39. John xii. 27. 

Was he willing to submit, and to rely on tha dv» 
^fctee support awi &MNa\w(\afe x \ 'ikaxx* tee*\» * 
Jhka xm. m , 3B. 
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In what manner then did" he desire to be gloria] 
so that he might glorify his Father ? 

How did he describe the glory which should 
suit from his death ? John xii. 82, 33. 

Did the Father send the Son into the world to 
complish this glorious object ? John iii. 17^ 
John iv. 14. 

Did he grant him power sufficient to execute ufo 
work? 

Did the Son perform and complete the work giv- 
en him to do ? Ver. 4. 

3. What is here meant by eternal life ? 
How is this life described ? 

Is it the will of God that this eternal life, and 

knowledge of the truth, shall be enjoyed by flfl 

flesh, or the whole human family ? 1 Timo. li. 4. 
In what terms does Jesus here describe his Father ' 
How does he speak of himself ? 
When men shall fully understand and realize tiv 

true character of God, and of bis dear Son, wit 

they longer remain disobedient ? 
Why is it, that those who have a general know! 

edge of the divine character, are not now free 

from sin ? 
When may we expect to become perfect ? 1 John 

in. 2. 

4. What had Jesus done on the earth ? 
What work had been committed to him ? 

Was this a work which would advance the divine 
glory ? 

How then had Jesus glorified God ? 

If God is thus glorified in the salvation of men, 
can it be supposed that his glory would be ad- 
vanced by the endless damnation of any of his 
children f ' * -V 

& For what did Jesus pray, on his own behalf? 

Are we to understand by this, that he had toasted 
with the Father, before Via wpgfe*xo& wt *ut& I 
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What was the glory which he enjoyed with the 

Father, before the world was ? Phil. ii. 6. 
To what dignity was he advanced in consequence 

of resigning his glory, and performing the work 

assigned him on eartli ? Phil. ii. 7 — 11. 
Why was he now desirous to return to his Father ? 

Ver. 4. 
€. Unto whom had he manifested the name, or the 

character, of God ? 
Had he done this for tbeir exclusive benefit, or 

for the benefit of mankind in general ? Matt, x* * 

27. xxviii. 18 — 20. 
In what shall the universal communication of such 

knowledge result ? Ver. 2, 3. Heb. viii. 10 — 13. 
In what sense were the chosen disciples of Jesus 

given to him by the Father ? 
How many of the number remained faithful in 

their Master's work ? Ver. 12. 
7, 8. What had Jesus communicated to his disci- 
ples ? 
What effect had been produced on their minds by 

his instructions ? 
Was their faith, at this time perfect ? 
When did it become more enlarged and strong ? 
Had they, at this time, any doubt that Jesus came 

from God ? 
In what respects, then, was their faith imperfect ? 



LESSON LI. 

Jesus prays for his Disciples. 

John xvii. 9 — 19. 

9. For whom did our Lord particularly pray t 

after having prayed o\\ \i\a qtoh'Mb^&X 
What is here meant by \Y» mjwU^ 
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Why did he not pray for the world, at this time ? 

Did he pray for the whole world, in another per*, 
tion of tnis prayer ? Ver. 20, 31. 

Did he invoke blessings on his disciples for their 
exclusive benefit, or for the benefit of the 
world ? Ver. 18. 

For what purpose did the Father send his Son 
into the world ? 

For what purpose did the Son send his disciples 
into the world ? 

Did the disciples need the special influences of the 
Spirit, to enable thern to perform the part allot- 
ted them in the conversion of the world ? 

For what reason did their Master pray specially 
for them, before he prayed for the world ? 

10. In what terms did he describe the intimate re- 
lationship between the Father and himself ? 

What did he mean by saying he was glorified in 
his disciples ? 

11. What did he mean by saying that he wot no 
more in the world ? 

What did he beseech God to do for his disciples, 
when he should be removed from them ? 

What is meant by their being kept through, or in, 
the name of God ? 

In what respect did Jesus desire that his disciples 
might be one 7 

In what sense is he one with the Father ? 

Is it proper that all Christians now should be one ? 

By what method may they become so ? 

What spirit should they uniformly manifest to 
wards one another ? Eph. iv. 2, 8. 31, 33. 

Is such a spirit' generally manifested r 

What admonition has our Saviour given, the ob- 
servance of which would promote such a spirit r 
Matt. vii. 3 — 5. f 

13. While he remained with his disciple^ what 
did he do for them ? ' ,d 
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In what manlier did he preserve them against evil. 

What is meant by those that thou gavest me 7 

Who is meant by the son of perdition 7 

Are all who are lost, beyond the reach of divine 
mercy ? Matt, xviii. 11. Luke xv. 4, 32. 

Did our Lord pray for the forgiveness of his mur- 
derers ? Luke xxiii. 34. 

Was mercy promised to these men ? Acts iii. 14, 
15, 25, 26. 

If the murderers of the Lord Jesus were forgiven 
and saved, is it probable that his betrayer was 
utterly excluded from the benefit of divine grace? 

Was the treachery of Judas, as well as the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus, foreseen and ordained by God, 
for wise and benevolent purposes ? John xiii. 
21,26. Acts ii. 23. 

What did Jesus mean by saying that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled 7 

13. To whom was he about to go ? 

Why did he speak these things before his depar 
ture7 

14. What had he communicated to his disciples ? 
What is meant by thy word 7 Ver. 17. 

Why had the world hated them ? 
How did they differ, in character, from the world? 
Whom did they resemble, in this respect ? 
Should all Christians endeavor to resemble their 
Lord and Master ? 1 Pet. ii. 21. 

15. In order to secure his disciples from tribula- 
tion, did Jesus pray that they might be removed 
out of the world ? 

What favor did he ask for them ? 

To what did he especially refer by evil 7 

Was he willing to encounter all evils, except sin, 

for the benefit of mankind ? Luke xxii. 42. 
What spirit was manifested by the apostle Paul, 

relative to this subject * ^YA.V^iX — *&* 
Im it more proper for CtatafoxA v» teivt* fcs*^ 
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a relief from tribulation, or to bear all their trials 
with patient fortitude, while laboring to advance 
the cause of virtue and human happiness ? 

16. What declaration did Jesus repeat ? 
What is here meant by the world ? 

17. By what means, did Jesus pray that his disci- 
ples might be sanctified ? 

WTiat is the meaning of sanctify 9 

What is here meant by truth 7 

Has the word of God, revealed in the gospel, a 

sanctifying influence on the human heart ? 

Rom. ii. 4. 
How does the Psalmist describe the nature of this 

divine word ? Psalm xix. 7 — 9. 
What exhortation is given by the apostle Peter, in 

regard to this subject ? 1 Pet. i. 22, 25. 

18. Sy whom was our Lord Commissioned ? 

By whom were the apostles commissioned ? , 

What was the extent of their first commission f 

Matt. x. 6, 6. 
What was the extent of their commission, when 

they received their final instructions ? Matt 

xxviii. 19, 20. 
Will all men at last receive knowledge of the 

name and character of God ? John vi. 4$. 

Heb. viii. 11. 
What effect will be produced on them, through 

the influence of the truth? Ver. 2, 8, it. 
For what purpose did our Lord fulfil all righteous^ 

ness ? 
Did he exhibit a perfect pattern of moral purity I 

Heb. iv. 15. vii. 26. lPet.ii.22. 
Do men become sanctified, just so far as they irhfy 

tate his spirit and conduct ? 
Will all finally bear his image, and thus bOcoma 

entirely sanctified ? 1 Cot. xv. 22, 47— 49. ' 



*j 
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I4ESSON hU. 
Jesus prays for the World. 

John xv«. 20-^-2$. 

jMj» Did our Lord confine bis prayer to the welfare 
of himself, and those who were then hm disci- 
ples ? 

On .behalf of what other persons did he pray ? 

now many did he declare would finally believe, 
through the influence of his disciples' testimony r 
Ver. 21 , 23. 

Hpw does he describe the same result, in another 
place ? John xtf. 32. 

.Qn behalf of how many, then, did he make sup- 
plication, in this portion of his prayer ? 

21. What petition did he offer, fpr all disciples ? 

In what respect, did he pray that they might be 
one ? 

How would this union among Christians convince 
the world that their Master was a divine teacher? 

'Whenever any portion, or the whole, of the world, 
should hecprae believers, would they also become 
disciples ? 

Was this praver for unity of feeling and purpose, 
offered exclusively on behalf of those who were 
then disciples, or op behalf of all who wight 

'^afterwards becoine such } 

in praying that the world might believe that God 

t fad tent him, wbftt did our ;t*prd mean by the 
vootidt 

. What bad he communicated to his disciples t 
d he speak, in this place, of those 0*ly who 

Sere fben $sciples, or of ajl who sWuld ever 
jcome disciples ? v 



ftl 
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which our Lord will share with tk* 8 di***+* « 

Rom. viii. 16, 17, 20, 21. 1 Pet. i. 9, 4±*ff 

iii. 1,2. y 

What did Jesus request might be the cork^xtt€ua r ^ 

his disciples, in this life ? ^ 

28. How did be describe the spirit whici he _^ 

sired them to possess ? ^%^ 

What effect did he pray might be produced 

their united spirit and efforts ? ^ 

What is here meant by the world 7 
Of whom did our Lord speak, when he said thai 

Qod had loved them ? 
Does God love all men ? Psalm cxlv. 9. 1 John 

iv. 8. 
Has he a spirit of love towards men, while they 

are yet sinners ? Rom. v. 8. 
24. For whom does Jesus continue to pray, in this 

verse ? 
Whom did he describe as those whom thou host 

given me? 
How many did he say, in the commencement of 

this prayer, had been given him ? Yer. 2. 
For what purpose, did he say they were given 

him ? 
What request did he offer, on their behalf, in this 

Wiortion of his prayer ? 
ill this request be granted ? Eph. i. 9, 10. 1 
Thess. iv. IS— 18. 
How did our Lord describe this glorious condition 
of mankind, on another occasion t Luke *x» 
36. 
26. Had the world, at that time, attained a knowl- 
edge of the truth ? 
To whom had that knowledge been communi- 
cated ? 
Unto whom is it God's will that it shall be con> 

municated ? 1 Timo. ii. 4. 
Was knowledge given to \ne o\w\\tai ttat w 
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ilusive benefit, or to be communicated to the 

rid for the benefit of all ? 

t effect will be produced on all hearts by a 

^wledge of the truth ? 

Vhat did Jesus say he bad done, and would 

itinue to do ? 

hat motive did he declare himself to be in- 

enced ? 

it proper that he should offer a prayer on his 

n behalf ? 

it proper that he should pray for special blea- 

Si to be bestowed on his chosen disciples ? 
eir situation, and the important labor com- 
tted to their charge, render it necessary that 
y should receive peculiar assistance ? 
it consistent with the purpose for which our 
rd was sent into the world, that he should 

offer a prayer for all men ? 

Id Christians offer prayers for all ? 1 Timo. 

1. 

heir Master come into the world, for the ben- 

of all? Luke ii. 10,11. 
he labor and suffer for the benefit of all ? 
in xii. 32. 1 Timo. ii. 6. Heb. ii. 9. 1 John 
2. 

his labor be in vain, or Bhall it be successful? 
. liii. 11. John vi. 87 — 89. 1 Cor. xv. 51 — 

Rev. xxi. 4. 
t spirit has our heavenly Father manifested, 
sending his Son to save mankind from their 
s? John iii. 16, 17. Rom. v. 8. 1 John iv.9, 10. 
t spirit are we therefore bound to cherish 
rards our brethren ? 1 John iv. 11. 
t spirit are we equally bound to cherish to- 
rds our heavenly Father ? 1 John iv. 19. 
Id our Lord Jesus Christ share our love ? 

1 will he finally receive the love, and the 
ises of all men x Ttarc.-vAV 

14" 



circumstances of much solemnity. 
they were first given to the Jews, 
yet they now claim the obedience ol 
also. In the New Testament, all 
mandments are recognised, as reraa 
force ; for when the ceremonial lav* 
gated, the moral law, being founded 
nal principles of justice and holine* 
firmed. Our Lord, indeed, increase! 
ent force 5 for he represented it as 
thority, not only over human actior 
over the thoughts and intents of th 
may therefore be a profitable exerc 
scholar, to find the passages in the ] 
meat, relative to each commandmei 
ing its authority, and illustrating he 
and meaning. I make no references 
to let the scholar exercise bis own di 
judgment, under the direction of 1 
The proper questions to be proposec 
to this subject, will readily occur to 
er, who has been engaged in teachin 
\y long to have gone over the severe 

tnifl lmnlr. 
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ii. 

C( Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven im- 
age, or the likeness of any thing that is in hea- 
ven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth : Thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them ; 
for 1 the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generations of them 
that hate me ; and shewing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me, and keep my com- 
mandments." Ver. 4 — 6. 

hi. 

•'Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain." Ver. 7. 

IV. 

" Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work ; but 
the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy 
God ; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor 
thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stran- 

fer that is within thy gates : For in six days the 
<ord made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all 
that in them is, and rested the seventh day ; 
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, 
and hallowed it." Ver. 8—11. 

v. 

c< Honor thy father and thy mottat \ thai th^ 
days may be lone*upoti \Y»\wAn«\m^^^s*^ 
thy God giveth thee." N wc • VU 
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VI. 

" Thou sbalt not kill." Ver. IS. 

YII. 

" Thou shah not commit adultery." Ver 

VIII. 

" Thou shalt not steal." Ver. 15. 

IX. 

"Thou shalt not bear false witness agi 
neighbor." Ver. 16. 

x. 

" Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's hou 
shalt cot covet thy neighbor's wife, nor i 
servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his 
his ass, nor any thing that is thy neig 
Ver. 17. t 
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A PRAYER. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, we acknowl- 
edge thee as the giver of Hie and all its enjoy- 
ments. We confess that we have not been sum 
cientlv ffrateful unto thee for thy goodness, nor 
rendered perfect obedience to thy commandments. 
We pray thee to forgive us our trespasses, and to 
renew within us a ri-ht spirit. Help us, we be- 
seech thee, from this time henceforth, to exercise 
a spirit of gratitude unto thee for all which thou 
bestowest, and to obey thy statutes and ordinances. 

Wilt thou dispose us to improve every advan- 
tage which we enjoy, for obtaining a knowledge 
of the truth ; and so direct and instruct us by thy 
good Spirit, that we may become wise unto salva 
tion. Assist us to learn thy character and pur- 
poses, and our own duty and final destiny, as re- 
corded }n the gospel of thy dear Son. And may 
the truths, which we shall learn, exert a purifying 
and sanctifying influence upon our hearts, so that 
we may constantly grow in grace, as well as in the 
knowledge of our Cord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Aid us, most merciful Father, to adorn the doc- 
trine which we profess, by living soberly, righ- 
teously, and godly ; make us faithful even unto 
death ; and when we shall have enjoyed and suf- 
fered all which i* here appointed unto us, permit 
us to unjte with every creature which is in heaven, 
and on earth, and under the earth, and such as 
are in the sea, and all that are in them, in saying, 
blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever. Amen. 
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A PRAYER* 

Our Father, who art in heaven, we rejoioem 
the belief that thoa art the God and the Father -of 
our spirits, and of the spirits of all flesh. Help 
us, we beseech thee, to hallow and honor thy 
name, by virtuous conduct and pure affections. 
We acknowledge thee as our Supreme Ruler, and 
pray that we may perform thy will on earth, even 
as saints and angels obey thee in heaven. And 
while thou openest tby hand for the supply of our 
daily wants, may we be grateful to thee as the 
giver of every good gift, and every perfect gift. 
We pray tbee to fill our hearts with a spirit of 
love, and enable us to forgive all who trespass 
against us, so that we may realize the forgiveness 
of our own trespasses. May our feet be kept 
from the way of wickedness, and may thy grace 
sustain us against the power of temptation. 

As the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
^branches of the living vine, may we be fertilized 
by the dews of divine grace* quickened by the 
influences of thy Holy Spirit, and enabled to bring 
forth the fruits of righteousness abundantly. Hear 
us, we pray thee, and bestow on us, in this life, 
such blessings as we need, and, in the life to come, 
save us, and all men, with an everlasting salva- 
tion. And unto thy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be ascribed the kingdom, and thfc pow- 
er, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Note. It is very desirable that die exercise* of Sabbtftli 
Schools and Bible Classes should commence with prayer. 
When no person is present, who feels free to lead in extempo* 
raneons prayer, either of the forms, here given, may be read 
by a teacher, or by a scholar. 



OuMttom. •"_•*•* »*■""" Mm 



3 2044077 900 314 



